Indicators US Healthcare System is in Crisis:

1. Americans have a lower life expectancy, higher rates of heart disease and cancer, and an infant mortality rate that is twice as high as other rich industrialized countries. Even Cuba has a lower infant mortality rate than the US according to the CIA World Factbook.

2. America has the most fragmented health care system amongst the rich industrialized countries, with diverse entitlement programs managed at federal and state levels. This contributes to a lot of paperwork and bureaucracy. On average, over 30% of the funds disappear in administration costs, compared to less than 10% in other rich countries.

3. Over 47 million people are un-insured and millions are under-insured.

4. The cost of health care is rising at least twice as fast as the rate of economic growth.

5. Major companies and municipal governments are passing more of the cost of health care to their employees. Most companies and local governments will not be able to meet their obligations to health care to retirees.

6. Many small businesses, especially in the service sector, do not even provide health insurance to their employees.

7. Most companies and city governments have not set aside enough money to meet health care obligations to retired employees.

8. More and more companies will shift their manufacturing to other countries, as they will not be able to sustain health care costs for their employees.

9. There is a steady rise in bankruptcies amongst individuals as well as companies due to the cost of health care. There were over a million bankruptcies filed by individuals in 2005 who could not afford to pay their health care costs.

10. The cost of prescription drugs is rising even faster than the general rise in health care costs.













Indicators US Health Care System is not in crisis:

1. Americans have better survival rates than Europeans for common cancers.

2. American have lower cancer mortality rates than Canadians.

3. Americans have better access to treatment for chronic diseases than patients in other developed countries.

4. Americans have better access to preventive cancer screening than Canadians.

5. Lower income Americans are in better health than comparable Canadians.

6. Americans spend less waiting time for care than patients in Canada and the UK.

7. People in countries with more government control of health care are highly dissatisfied and believe reform is needed; more than 70% of German, Canadian, Australian, New Zealand and British adults say the health system needs fundamental change.

8. Americans are more satisfied with the care they receive than Canadians.

9. Americans have much better access to important new technologies like medical imaging than patients in Canada or the US.

10. The US is responsible for the vast majority of all health care innovations.
