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File. 1.1
SS: Okay I’m going to start rolling some tape if you could just I need a little bit of levels so can you tell me how you day is going.
TB: Okay... Had to go to the radio station early this morning to promote the play. 
SS: What show, what radio station?
TB: Clear Channel. 96.3, Fattz and Cher
SS: Wow. You got around this morning. 
TB: I got around. Kinda early
SS: Okay, well so I’m not gonna take too much of your time. When we were talking on the phone the thing that really interested me was that you said you remembered talking about it. That you remember like that you were there, you were here the weekend before it happened and you were talking about it so it made it think probably had some thoughts. I guess where wanted to start before that, can you describe
(1 minute)
 Augusta for me as you growing up? What it was like for you?
TB: Yes the first home, the first time I ever recalled being alive I say that because I felt alive at that day, was at the Gilbert Manor complex where we lived and of course it was a segregated project. Of course I didn’t know anything about segregation cause I was a little boy but I do know that it was all black complex and it was a great time there I enjoyed it. I had a mother and father at that time.  I would get a little whipping just about every morning but it really wasn’t my fault. My father would whip me
(2 minute)

Because I would wet the bed and the next morning I would try to stay up all night to make sure the bed wasn’t wet and I would go to sleep of course and the bed would be wet and then I would get a whipping.  One day, I think it was Easter, and I would go into my sisters room and I would look at their pretty Easter dresses and I would look at the pretty ribbons and I don’t know I would take a match and strike it and put the little ribbon tale of the ribbon thing down.  I would lite it and put it out like superman would and I did it about 2 or 3 days. You know, the last day I did it I couldn’t put it out, the house caught on fire, I’m like three years old or something.

(3 minute)

Of course my dad didn’t whip me that day. He said something I think broke my heart, he said I’m gonna send you to the reform school. I’m thinking, wow I’m loved and I say all that of to say whippings and all those things. When you begin to talk about what happen in 1970, I think you have to go back to my father’s day, my father’s, father’s day and even into slavery. Where did all the whipping? Where did it come from? Why did my dad feel like it was necessary to whip me instead of talking to me because I’m sure he was doing what was done to him and I was feeling that slavery was passed down through my dad into me. And
(4 minute)

I think Augusta not realizing it, maybe it did, I’m just 3 or 4 years old sort of kept slavery going in some kind of capacity. But anyway that’s what started out for me and of course the hospital started being born. But we stayed there of course, Augusta all my life. From some reason here again, when I’m talking about me I know I’m talking about a lot of other African Americans in my day we felt pushed to the side. We felt, least I did, I didn’t feel smart at all. Some form of slavery got up in me.  I didn’t know that of course I’m just realizing that but when you don’t feel like you can you don’t. So Augusta, the segregation that kept us
(5 minute)

All into this one little, I called it a matchbox and it kept us in a matchbox. Our art was in that matchbox, our music whatever; if we walked out of that matchbox we were questioned. When I say out of the matched box, out of our neighborhood, I recalled at maybe I was fourteen years old I would go to the Augusta Country Club to caddy and every time we would be spotted walking up there on Walton Way we would be stopped by police and they would ask us “what are yall doing on Walton Way?” You know we are going to the country club. “For what?” to caddy. Oh as long as you were going up there to work you are okay. And we would come back and try to take the short cuts across Richmond Academy and they would stop us. Don’t
(6 minute)

You know you’re not allowed to walk across Richmond Academy and we would say we’re sorry and he say well you do it again and so and so, so and so and we would go like okay and we did it again and we knew they thought we all looked alike so they didn’t know what they told us before already so they never realized that im the same guy you told this yesterday to. And so all that kind of stuff, not only building up in my but a lot of my friends, so then at one point as you probably know there was only one high school for blacks and it was Laney and you went to Laney or you didn’t go anywhere in Richmond County. At Collins Elementary School, we had to come out of our classrooms to go to the next classroom. We had to come out of doors so to speak.

(7 minute)

Cold, or whatever. If we wanted to go to the restroom we had to come out of our room to a cement walkway outside and go up to a very cold bathroom. So conditions were bad  
SS: What year was that?
TB: At Collins it was somewhere between 1954-1962, so everything was so segregated I didn’t see a doctor the superintendent was Roy E. Rollins and he went by Collins school once a year and once a year we would have to clean up the whole school because you know we wanted it to be clean for him and he was white and that was they only white man I saw up close,
(8 minute)

Really. And you know up until I got to college. In my college there was only one or two white instructors at Albany State and I had never looked at a white person before in the eyes. You know, even back then slavery was over but slavery was still in us, it was in me. Now I know this we look at a white person we look down we wouldn’t look at you in your eyes because it was passed on from slavery if you did that a black man was killed or beaten for looking especially a white woman. And I would never forget this incident, I’m grown in a mini theater and I’m up to Richmond Academy running around the stadium and I’m up there by myself and it was cold and so I’m just running and this white lady came and she was just walking and this
(9 minute)

Is how, I’m saying again what’s in me, slavery was in me, passed on to me and so this lady said (whistles) I said I know that lady isn’t whistling at me so I just kept running and so I went around her again you know and she said (whistle) and I said Oh Lord I know that white lady is not whistling at me. Oh Lord I went running again and she said (whistle) I ran straight to my truck, got in my truck. I’m a grown, mini theater man but that’s what I mean you know a white woman whistling at me could get me, I’m thinking killed without realizing it probably wouldn’t have but what’s in you is in you. And later on I found out it was the mayor’s wife who was a good buddy of mine and she picked on me the whole time. I don’t know if you remember Deviney, Mayor Deviney it was his wife. She and I are very good buddies till this day. We laughed about that oh she got on me.
(10 minute)

But anyway that talking about what’s in us back then before the riot. See there was another riot here; I wanna say ’60 or ’62 it happen over on 15th street. It was sort of contained over there on 15th street. Over there something happened and African Americans by Sunset Holmes and Cherry tree, Butler Cherry Tree now. But the 1970 riot was the second one I remember and the conditions were so bad and we were so segregated and then they built Josey of course and then there was another school for African Americans. So you couldn’t get a job, you went on Broad St, when Broad St was jumping you go into any store 90 percent of the employees were white. You know
(11 minute)

Where? You know I was too young to work. Where we working at? So you know, quite natural crime was high in African American communities. Didn’t have the lovely homes, didn’t nobody have money, you know. So we just building up, I think in all of this and so 1970 that Sunday I was leaving going back to school Albany State in Albany, Georgia I left and then Tuesday it broke and I don’t know the names but if you had the names I think, if not all six of the names were my friends
SS: (not sure what you said)
TB: Yeah
SS: ( lot of stuttering)
TB: What is a stokes?

SS: Yes, Clifford

(12 minutes)

Harris? Stokes I heard of

TB: Yes

SS: Grady Abrams 

TB: yes 

SS: There’s a John by the name of John who I haven’t got a hold of. John I can’t think of his last name
TB: Now if you get Wilbert Allen you have someone
SS: I can’t find him. I’ve got one phone number and that didn’t work so I’m still looking

TB: And I saw him one day at the Commission meeting last year, year before last and I hadn’t seen him in a while. I don’t think he’s actually living in Augusta living like Waynesboro or something like that like Louisville. But he spoke to what they guy’s name who was Stokes, no not Stokes, Coronel Smith, NAACP president. I say them speak or something at that meeting so he may some knowledge about where he is. But Wilbert
(13 minute)

Wilbert was in it. You know, you may wanna ask/talk to my sister Cicely because she was at Paine when all that happened.

SS: (too low not sure what you said)
TB: And her name is Cicely Johnson and I think she was quite active that day maybe when the riot happened. On the campus she may have been a sophomore, I’m not sure or junior and she was like a Student Government Leader and Wilbert I think was a part of that or some kind of way up there. So its my understanding that those students at Paine had a rally on the campus and blah blah blah and it went from there. You know, so but Cicely may cause she was here and I was in Albany 
(14 minute)

SS: (pause ) So what made you decide to leave to Albany for college?
TB: Well again, not thinking I was very smart, I knew I wasn’t smart, I knew I couldn’t learn, I knew that and based on what was passed down to me through me by my family and if you are African American how could you be smart how in the world, you know. All that was good was white I mean even Santa Claus was white you know, so but anyway this friend of mine he name was Callbrous and he lived up the street from me and I didn’t have the grades 
(15 minute)

didn’t have the SAT scores but I liked him and he was already there telling me how great Albany State is and in my heart I wanted to go to college but I knew I probably wouldn’t make it. But my sister very smart my oldest sister Cynthia and I always wanted to be like her you know, but I didn’t believe I could. Anyway I went anyway sent myself in and of course they looked at my SAT scores and said you can’t make it and they had this thing called summer trail. I always say I got into college by going to court. So that whole summer I had to go down there take you know remedial stuff and all that and at the end of that summer they told me that the highest grade I would make was a “D” as in dog plus
(16 minute)

And that I shouldn’t come back and my mother picked me up that day from college and I didn’t tell her I just said mama I’m not going, I’m not gonna come back for the fall. And back then whatever your mom said you did, she said oh yes you are and that was the end of that. But anyway that’s how I really got there I really wanted to be like my sister. And again I kinda thought Albany State was easy. That’s a shame to say but I didn’t do anything about Albany State. You know but if you don’t think you can learn you wanna go somewhere you think is easy but it wasn’t easy. I almost prove them right they getting ready to send me home and I’ll never forget his day. It was like the spring of my freshmen year and I wash for spring break and didn’t get my grades while I was here and so I had to registered the next morning and I called my mother and said
(17 minute)

Did my grades get in today? Cause I had just gotten back up to the school. And she said yep you got a “D” in biology, you got a “D” in Math, you got a “D” in English, you got an “F” in something and you got a “C” in physical education and that’s when I knew I was cooked. I was dumb and I was stupid and I was black and I was ugly and I would try to take bleach and glow and try to make myself lighter. And not only me but a lot of us; nobody wanted to be black in America back then. So, it was some much self-hatred went on in my opinion especially with me. And so my mother said to me, she said, I started crying and im always a football player uh high school and I’m surprised I would even go there. That I called her up and she read my grades and she said I thought she would went screaming, beat me down. I guess  how could she beat me through the phone
(18 minute)

When you’re 18 or 19 you think anything could happen. So im going like and she said why cant you take some of those classes you made bad grades in all over again. It was like she didn’t holler at me she didn’t scream at me, she didn’t say you know your dad and I are divorced you know its just me and five of you all and maybe one of the reasons I was crying because I had knew I had let her down. And then it hit me, yeah I could and it was like, I think God has come to me at least on two occasions when it was just done, I thought I was just done and this first occasion was then and I felt this cool sensation in the top of my head and it came all the way down through my body and I felt like it was a cleansing of some kind of, of my mother’s love or God or something. I felt down in the war 
(19 minute)

I felt delivered of something of some kind and I did just what she did, she said do. And I took those classes back. It changed my life, library, library, study study study and by the time I got to be a senior one of those quarters I made all A’s. You know, so I thought it was easy that’s why I went to Albany State and looking for an easy way to deal with the dumbness you know cause I’m black. I’m not supposed to be able to get less but my sister got it. I was like how’d you get those A’s and you black too. You know, so it must be, but I couldn’t figure that out. I just knew what I felt. And when you were dark in the black community back then too
(20 minute)

I think we were treated differently. By blacks, teachers and on and on

SS: It’s still true. That’s what some of my black students tell me. 

TB: I think it is. I think is not as. Well they are younger now so I don’t know what’s going out there with them. But I think it’s still out there as an adult I’m mature to the point where I don’t see it. But you know, we got this play going on its called the parents attack with DJ Smokes and the girl that got the role she’s a light complexion for an African American and she got the hair and she looks so good and she’s not doing very well with this so I put another girl up there who’s dark and not this that and the other and I could tell that the other cast members were thinking she’s not as pretty.  I can see, I can feel it but I don’t see that anymore. You know I see talent. You know if she got it she probably gonna take it.
(21 minute)

Don’t put this out before the play. But when you go and you look at it that way. Went to Albany State graduated and when I graduated I remember the day walked across the stage and I said now I feel like I just graduated high school I said now I finally know how to think. And once you learn how to think you can do anything. And I walked across that stage I said the world to myself. The world needs to know my story. And I wrote a play called the Johnny Williams Story and this one woman show, we’ve done it a number of times over the years. And it’s all about this boy about me and blah blah blah.  But the main thing liking, I’m finally even now though when I walk into a store I see a mirror in the store I wanna see how I look. You know so there still a little something there that came that was passed down to me. I think
(22 minute)

From slavery. So what happen in 1970, slavery, people that were…the stuff was passed down so much that we just said that was it. We’re you know, well the conditions been bad you know in slavery so called out of slavery. Segregation, of police beating us so slavery never ended, it never ended

SS: It changed faces

TB: It just changed faces
File 1.2
TB: But I think it happen. You have to go back to slavery to really get it. 
SS: Did you ever this is a horrible what your father did I’m really sorry.. My step daughter right now is struggling with wetting the bed. It’s hard you know and it’s not a kids fault. 
TB: Yep, sure isn’t.
SS: Did you ever, you mention to me that you were in Augusta the weekend before it happened. Do you remember anything from that weekend?
TB: I remember it wasn’t anything different. Paine college students were always sort of up there doing something’s. Concerned about what was happening
(1 minute)
to African Americans back then. So there was always something on the campus about discussions but I remember that weekend, I was with my friends and we went to a little, I was enough to get into a club and just glad to see them. Absolutely nothing, I didn’t see any kind of warning and I just left here that Sunday as I would normally do. Got on the bus, mother took me to the bus station (not sure what he said) and we left. But there was this young man in jail. Of course I didn’t know that and this is where Cliff comes in. He didn’t tell me this until years later and he told me he was in jail at the time when the young man was in jail and he said to me the officers didn’t do that. I said really. 

(2 minute)

He said no those inmates did that and they beat him. Cause he said he heard them beating him. And he wouldn’t in the same cell but I guess the same block and they beat him and he cried, he screamed. And but there was so much hatred towards the police nobody liked them. Well I don’t know about nobody, African Americans, but we felt they had a foot on our necks. You know and so if anything happen in a jail regardless. You know some people are just looking for a reason to just get them back. You know, and I don’t know if white American will ever get that. You know what we went through and im thinking about writing a play and I wrote a play called what black folks say about black folks and went over very well, scared me to death.  I didn’t know if they were gonna kick me out of the community but it went well.
(3 minute)

And im contemplating writing one called what black folks say about white folk and I think until we know what black folks say about white folks. What another play could be what white folks say about black folks and show the need of us to communicate better. But if it were reversed, if there hadn’t been no slavery Obama wouldn’t be so much the first black president. We may have had, who knows down the line. It wouldn’t of been who is it George Washington it would of may have been I say it could have been George Jefferson you know or Bulick Jefferson. Instead of us on TV screaming about…Oh God
(4 minute)

Name a big town I see it on TV or a big white actor

SS: Tom Cruise 
TB: Tom Cruise you know you may not even heard of him it could have been reversed. It would be black people and white people would have been the minority. In Richmond County white people but see minority in black America is not a number it’s a condition. See we have a condition you know I was telling most of our kids African Americans not by design but by Augusta. If something is headed by black men, a black person then, black people are going to go there and white people won’t. (Not sure what he said)  facility is we only have two white kids this year and we have had more in the past here or there but they don’t come. You know that what black people they think. So but not by design by Augusta ways and we still have some of it I don’t know if we gonna have another riot

(5 minute)

I really don’t think so because too many black folks are doing so much better and so we got so many black folks doing just a bad but I told the kids one day. I said get your lessons blah blah blah I said cause the next riot black folk aint coming to help you. This so called ones that are doing well, they not coming to help you. You know they are getting out of wherever too. They’re leaving you, you know you better get that lesson and do well and blah blah blah blah. But I told the kids one day, I said now we not only direct the play we teach, we teach our kids. That’s what we called ourselves the Augusta mini theater community arts and life skills school. Life skills. One life skill is knowing who you are and I said okay students you know one day we were in rehearsal and I said now come on this stage

(6 minute)

This is your home. You own this I said you are not a minority any more. They looked at me like what. I said no Richmond County have an “x” number of African Americans and an “x” number for white citizens and they go like oh. But in their hearts they are minorities. They will always be, always be but it’s a condition and that’s what we created in America. Feeling a feeling minority just because the numbers have changed that hadn’t changed the inside of your heart you’re still a minority. It was a little black girl here one day and we had a Korean person working over here in the physical and this little girl growing up and she saw this lady Korean walk about the door and she looked at me and she said is she the owner. I’m going like but its
(7 minute)
In her a black person can’t be in charge of this. What’s wrong with us you know and I understand that because I was there. So we hear about all these shootings see the matchbox, see the matchbox kept us in that black people in that matchbox we couldn’t do nothing they watched us day and night. Kinda like they did us at Albany State when Martin Luther King was killed that night they said King has been shot and we were coming out of a program and the students were walking around wondering oh my god and they assembly us in the auditorium and they brought us somebody in from the city to speak to us that Dr. King had died and so we were so hurt we were crying and they said we’re gonna march Downtown and it was night by then and we were marching down on this river in Albany because they have a flint river and bridge from the campus
(8 minute)

And we got almost across the bridge and somebody had already called the police. And you know they were waiting on us with shotguns and helmets and we were singing and they were telling us to get back and we were singing We Shall Over Come and so it’s just not Augusta its Albany its all these places. And so they eventually started swinging the bellick clubs and we starting running and they and we were like in a matchbox for at least a whole week they guarded us we couldn’t come out of that campus. The phones were dead or whatever we couldn’t call home or nothing because they didn’t want us to get off the campus and we look back in retrospect and look back at it and say if we had gotten in that city that night we didn’t know they were rioting just across in that city and if all of us had gotten into that community Albany, Georgia probably would have had so many dead African Americans students it probably would have made international news
(9 minute)

Because we were in the hundreds walking across that bridge and we were thinking we’re gonna just walk across the bridge and sing and come on back but we didn’t know that they were rioting, beating and mad you know over there but that matchbox when you stay in the matchbox all your life. See they thought we were gonna die in that matchbox let them stay there let them killed each other they never thought that the laws would change in America that they would be forced to open up that matchbox. And when you have so much angry here and then when you let us out we can go wherever we wanna go now. We can go to Walton Way  you can’t stop us and some of them came out of this place kind of sick. They came out sick. And now they are all over the place and now they are saying we’re out. We finally got out
(10 minute)

And that’s the way it kinda was in 1970.where you know we were sort of trying to get out of that matchbox. You know, they just hated white people you know they would just hate and of cause of the way we have been treated over these years and some of them took the opportunity but no whites were killed in my understand all six blacks were killed. 

SS: Yeah 7

TB: Seven black were killed. So
SS: Yeah. I talked to a couple of people who were working as surgeons that night and they said it started out with older white people coming in the early evening, with broken jaws mostly and then it just it changed colors it was all black it was all gunshot wounds shut gun shells 
TB: and those were my friends. 
(11 minute)

If I had been here I probably wouldn’t have gone because my mother probably would have said don’t go anywhere and I probably would have mind her. I probably would have but look my best friend James Morris he wasn’t killed but he was telling me what they did you know but fortunately I think I went to college. 

SS: James Morris?
TB: Yes James Morris
SS: Is he still aroung?

TB: He’s still around. He’s been through drugs, he’s drinks we call him Sudmoore I don’t think he will be a good one. 

SS: Okay

TB: I don’t know. I don’t know any sober
SS: Okay

TB: you know and He came by here one day and not here but when we were on 8th street he said to me because we had a singing group growing up and we were supposed to big time singing group one day and he apologized. He said I’m sorry T

(12 minute)

I hadnt help you with this mini theater and I’m just sorry. But the next time I saw him he was drunk as a skunk you know so that’s a part of that. That he feeling of nobody feeling like nobody, he was smart he was a good football player. He had a scholarship to go to Savannah State. Savannah State had sent him a ticket, to get on the bus and he took the ticket and cashed it at the local bus station cashed it in and bought some I think he said mad dog  twenty twenties wine and he been drinking ever since. 

SS: yeah

TB: Smart guy. He my best friend since grammar school since fourth grade, you know so the problems bigger than the riot

(13 minute)

In 1970. It was building up and building up and the same thing is happening over there at Cherry Tree. You know some of those conditions. Some of those kids parents, some are the grandchildren of the people of my day or great grandchildren of my day and its passed down to them as well. You know they look like they don’t care about nothing. They will, see in my day we didn’t have guns. They got guns. And they will shoot you. You know and see their angry can be dealt with now we might get in a fight with our angry back in the day but now they don’t fight. You know you find many kids being kicked out of school for fights like being kicked out of school for shooting. You know so 

(14 minute)

So like I said it’s bigger than the riot. If you don’t go back to Africa and find out why did Tyrone Butler feel so dumb so stupid you know so much thought he couldn’t learn? How in the world, when I started this I didn’t think I didn’t believe I was gonna do this. So 
SS: What, what made you start this?

TB: I have another hurt. I was working for you know I always wanted to be a singer. And I had made a little record and the people took all my money you know and I was working for this company called Augusta OIC it was a job training, job training program and anyways

(15 minute)

A job came open it was a temporary position. And a position came open for marketing no public relations and I was Just in my twenty something years old and I didn’t get the job but the guy that had the final decision was a guy that went to college with me and a guy who came into a company because I gave him a recommendation. Then he grew to become executive director because I had left the company in between that. So he came from that same mentality. OIC was a predominately African American student body and staff. And he felt that any white person would be the best person to be the PR person. So he went upstairs

(16 minute)

At OIC at the time and asked this white lady who was a math teacher. Now you know people with numbers in general. Ms. Smith I wouldn’t be her out there no where you know I have to watch her when parents come in to pay because they just want the money. You know so he goes upstairs and he gets her to apply and of course I didn’t get it. And it hurt me so bad that I said to myself im tried of procrastinator Imma be a star, I’m get it with James Brown. Ever since I was in grammar school I wanna be a singer and im not kidding about this I could dance. You know I thought I was going to be the second coming of James Brown but that’s how good I was. You know and nothing was happening and I kept saying I’m gonna leave and go to New York. And New York has companies that do that. You know you can’t go out of matchbox and go that far. You know it’s hard but anyway

(17 minute)

This particular day water came down when I found out I wasn’t gonna get it. Water came out my face when I found out I was outside and I said im going to the library and I dried my eyes and went to the Wallace Branch on Laney Walker and the librarian was Ms. Gwendolyn Cummings. Yep. And I had been volunteering with her in the evenings with some of the youth program. And I said let’s do some shows over here. What kind of show? You know like Johnny Carson you know instead of me telling jokes I’ll come out singing and I had a guest. Okay write it up. I did and I came back and she said the library, main library downtown said yes you could have your program here and when do you wanna have the first program. I said October, I didn’t say it like this but it turned out to be October 8, 1875.

(18 minute)

And then she said but that’s two and half weeks away and she talked to me until she was blue in the face and I go like I wasn’t listening. It was done.  I was on my way and two and half weeks later there we were. With about nine people in the audience, you know my mom and my sister, my brother you know we had advertisement nobody really came and so that’s how we got started and here we are. So of course we had racism. The arts community said, one of the said that what you are doing is teaching bad art. And one of them said what qualifies Tyrone Butler to start an Art School? They are just keeping kids off the streets and one guy said well Tyrone when you get some money and they want to advance

(19 minute)

Send them to us. You know and they don’t take us seriously, even today. You know we’re like; it would take a whole new civil rights movement for the mini theater to be accepted in the white arts community in Augusta. But it’s doesn’t bother me. Because I have gone through that that little boy who felt dumb, stupid and black and can’t do this that or the other you know he’s gone. You know I know I don’t need that acceptance anymore. I really don’t. And so they left us alone and when we finally did this they were shocked cause they weren’t watching you know they weren’t watching. And to this day to one of our plays only not one arts community member has been over here. 

(20 minute)


Not one. When I read about, when we were first moving into 208 the Augusta Opera was having problems. They were getting ready to go out of business and they didn’t have office so im sitting here going like. It’s not right for us to sit up in here with this and we aren’t using that space over there. So I made a phone call to them and told them you know they could use here. How much? No, no, no charge. You really gonna do that? Yeah. You know Tyrone no one has ever offered us anything we will be by there tomorrow to take a look we just got a lot of boxes and stuff. I said okay. That day came and nobody. So I called them up and said okay I said Fridays we close at three you know I was candid with him you know Fridays fish day I’m not gonna be here all day but I wanna be here when you all get here. I’m looking forward to it because I don’t have a relationship with them 

(21 minute)

Oh I will have the Augusta Opera people over here you know I know they are sophisticated and you can keep that on here. They are sophisticated and I don’t understand any opera but I would have adults to talk to. I got mostly children and so I knew them I thought we had a relationship. And do Friday came, 2 o’clock came nobody. Three o’clock came nobody and I’m waiting. I’m just gonna wait around four something, four o’clock came and nobody. (Not sure what he said) And that was what three years ago, and to this day they never said why they didn’t show and of course you have to figure on your own. And they drove over here and they probably saw African Americans walking around. They didn’t like it or whatever the conditions of it. Street, whatever it was and they didn’t come in. They just didn’t come, you see. So they had 
(22 minute)

The problem I don’t. It wouldn’t matter to me if it was ninety percent white as long as they were young people. You know so but you see that a part of slavery on their part.

SS: Yeah

TB: You know, why go over there with them? You know so

SS: It’s a little dirty

TB: Yeah I’ll go over there so. I’m beyond it now. You know, but the rioting is over in Augusta but like a said because a lot of people that were in the riot benefit in some degree by you know being able to go to school and able to get good jobs and you know the ones that were out there getting killed. They didn’t do very well. They are still poor you know they didn’t really benefit the ones that were really out there running up and down the streets

SS: did you feel like you did see some change after the riot when you come back to Augusta?

(23 minute)

did you see a city that

TB: No just a lot of talk. You know still a lot of talk

SS: Even though more people were able to get jobs, get better jobs?
TB: Well you know, of course you didn’t see that right away and see I left here and went back to school and when I got back here in 1971 after graduation. I went to what we called it the Unemployment office cause we thought that’s were you go when you’re unemployed not looking for a job. And I went in there in my cute suit and tie on and I just graduated college and the guy said I got a job interview for you. I go okay where is it? A helper at so and so, so and so construction. I don’t want to do construction. 
(24 minute)

I have a degree but there was nothing for me. And the reason why I know they did and not only for me because something came down from Atlanta saying we need more minorities in the Augusta office. So state had this grant or something cause I didn’t know about it at the time there was a county commissioner I believe (something) McIntyre and he told me one day he said, what you doing T. I said blah blah blah and I told him look for a job. He said go down to the unemployment office and tell them I sent you. I want to go down there in politics. And of course they hired me. Here I am working at the unemployment office where they were gonna send me out to be construction. But they wouldn’t let me do nothing. I walked around, I got there every day and they had this thing called day labor. Day laborers, and these men come in a sign up every day that just wanna work that day.
(25 minute)

And get paid that day. A lot were alcoholics and all kinds of stuff. So this particular day they had me out there and I’m standing there up at the front office at the desk and a guy came in and said I needed so and so and so and so and when he said that all these men jumped around. I said okay now yall have a seat now yall have a seat. So I finally got it under control a little bit and they went on out then here comes my boss, Mr. Heckman. You can’t handle that damn desk can you? I said pardon me. You can’t handle that damn desk can you? And I’m just 21, 22 and I’m going this is a white man who looking at me and I just said. I tried to explain it and he just walked away. And I’m sitting there, standing there just trying to keep it together. And from then on they gave me nothing

(26 minute)
to do. There were days I would go in there and just to do nothing waiting to go to lunch. And then here comes the people from Atlanta to monitor us to evaluate us. That day they put me on the desk when they came in to monitor us little did I know and then everybody that came to me. They put me at a desk with a lower level job, construction, sweeping, whatever. And so when I got ready to leave I wrote a letter to the commissioner and when I left the commissioner came down and called me back in. and the black community, the people from Langford were there and I saw so much cheesing and they planned up to the commissioner 

(27 minutes)

I said Mr. Commissioner Martinez, Mr. Martinez, Mr. Heckman curse me course he denied it. I said you’re lying and so and so, so and so, so and so and he said I didn’t do it then it was a black ministry head McIntyre mothers. Reverend Inssy McIntyre very strong powerful black lady. Well Mr. Commissioner Tyrone and the other black guy was Oscar; Tyrone and Oscar are young and so and so, so and so and I waited and I said I may be young but I know when I’ve been curse and I’ve been discriminate against. Well, well, well, well, well.  Then another guy jumped in it and he is just cheesy but I was gone. You know so, but anyway turnout I don’t know if ever, that might be something you went to look into, that Georgia Department of Labor was a bunch of gangsters. Don’t know if you ever seen that movie, it’s a movie, I saw it one day. And I’m sitting there watching TV and

(28 minute)

This movie came on. I said wait a minute, I know these people, their names. What! Those people were gangsters, everybody got indicted, some of them went to jail with the way they were doing people and I said I could of been killed. You know, I didn’t know they were that way. You know it’s a movie out. I can’t think of the name of it but it was about the Georgia Department of Labor and but I was one of the, maybe one, two, maybe the third or fourth black person to work at Georgia, Augusta Department of Labor. Georgia Department of Labor in Augusta 
SS: Yeah. 
TB: back then so there weren’t no jobs.
SS: Yeah. 

TB: You know, so. 

SS: Not only you were trying of waiting but it was like you had to make your own path. 

TB: Yes. Very true. So it was just difficult I don’t know how we. I do know how African Americans made it because you know

(29 minute)

We stayed there we stayed hoeing the plow you know, we stayed with it. You know, it’s good to have role models. My mother was a role model to me; my sister was a role model to me
SS: I don’t t imagine that you would think it’s different anywhere else. 
TB: What do you mean when you say? 
SS: Like I mean, I guess one of my thoughts are  why wouldn’t of you left, why wouldn’t  you left Augusta
TB: Oh, oh, oh. I love this place so much. I did leave one time. I left here and called myself im gonna live in Baltimore you know with my cousin and just didn’t like it. But then I went to Philly to go stay with a college buddy of mine and what brought me. Excuse me. I went to; I took a tape of this song I made.

(30 minute)

 You ever heard of the Philly sounds. You know with the Shy Lights. Those big time African American groups was just all over the place. You know.
SS: (not sure what you said)
TB: we went to, I think it was called Philly Grove. It was an international label. Music label and I went in and I told the man I wanted to be a singer and he said I told him I had a tape. And he agreed to listen to it. I am thinking it is it finally you know and he said I can’t hear it. I’m thinking I could hear it cause I’m listening but you know he didn’t mean it that way. He didn’t hear it connecting. And I didn’t know that back then. And so he didn’t do anything so that day when I walked out of his office and I was, I’m not sure if that was Baltimore or Philly I get so mixed up. But I walked out on the Main St you know in that downtown area.
(31 minute)
And I looked around at all the buildings. And I said im gonna go to the movies. So I went to the movies it was across the street over there. And these kids were in the movie and they were saying there go my house, there go my house, there go my house I said what. They are trying to make movies out this. They got everything. I said wow you ever heard of Moss Mabely 
SS: Yes
TB: It was a movie. I think it was called Amazing Grace 
SS: Uh huh
TB: And I think they most of made it. Maybe she’s from Baltimore or Philly or one of those places. And they made that movie. There goes my house, I couldn’t believe it. I was just a young guy and so I left the movies. Thinking about staying there and I looked up at all the buildings, I looked up at the sky and it was like maybe it was like three times I was spoken to by something and like something said to me 
(32 minute)

Imma say Baltimore. Baltimore does not need you. They have what you don’t have in Augusta. Go home. Oh my God. I went back to my cousin’s house and they finally called me for a job. And I was gonna be over some job interview in place, employment type office. I told my cousin I said I think I’m going home. Oh she didn’t want me to go home, you know, I’m going home. Because I felt in my heart what I was gonna do in Augusta I didn’t know but something spoke to me and said to go home they don’t need you here so I went home. And of course I haven’t, there was one time I wanted to leave. I had started the mini theater when I was thinking about leaving I been around about ten years. Things were going so bad we couldn’t raise enough money and we didn’t, it was just difficult. And Ed McIntyre 
(33 minute)

Was there at the end and he was something. So I had made my mind up I’m going to L.A. I’m gonna try singing. I was just twenty something years old or 31 or something. I could still make it. You know, and so I told Ed McIntyre he said you sure T. I said yeah. He said okay good luck. So I was really ready now you know he sort of gave me his blessings. So I go to an old friend of mine so he’s about as crazy as a bat. He’s a photographer. You know, you don’t listen to nothing he says but he’s funny you know he makes you laugh. So I went up to him to tell him I said, Jake I’m leaving man I’m putting it down. He looked at me and said you aint going anywhere. I said why you gonna tell me where I’m not gonna go. Cause that’s how we talk you know. He said you not going nowhere I said what do you mean I’m not going nowhere. He said let me tell you one thing. Augusta did not ask you for the Augusta mini
(34 minute)

Theater. Now Jake has never said anything profound in his life and im listening to him and he says Augusta did not ask you for the mini theater you gave Augusta the mini theater and when you give somebody a gift you can’t take it back. I look at him and I go like you make me sick. And I knew thing I couldn’t go nowhere you know and that was over twenty something year ago, twenty-five year ago. And he’s right. You can’t take a gift back. So this is it. You know and who said until you find something you die for life isn’t worth living and that maybe Martin Luther King. And this is what I would die for. That’s it. Thirty-seven years. Getting older.
(35 minute)

And it will kill me.
SS: (laughing)
TB: It is gonna kill me. Something gonna happen gonna have a heart attack from all thi
