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LD: At first we had two men per car and later as they kept cutting down on the size of the police—on the number of police, they went to one-man cars.
SS: So it was, it was,
LD: You know we, we just—I couldn’t tell you—there’s no way to calculate how many people we kept alive. But intervening at the right time, risking out lives. Just like when, when I crawled in that burning house; I thought there was a family in there because I could hear a, a radio in the back room; I just knew it was sound, didn’t know what; turned out to be a little radio. But it, I mean you put out like that and you, you give your, you give a part of your life to something trying to help and all of a sudden it turns on you, the, the other way around. That’s what made me mad.
SS: So after, after you were acquitted, what happened?
LD: I went back on the street.
SS: And
LD: As a seargeant.
SS: Okay. And, I mean did, what kind of reaction from the other officers, from the community did you get. Were people pleased? Were they patting you on the back? Were there people talking behind your back?
LD: Um, well you know. I wanted to tell you later off the record about this Roy Harris to you but,
SS: I’ve got it written down.
LD: Um.
SS: I won’t ask you about it.
LD: There’s no change. See change in me because I knew behind every door, every window there could be somebody with a, with a gun and you have absolutely no protection.
SS: Do you think the riot change you? Being in that situation?
LD: Are you kidding? (laughs) Yes. For one thing, I saw all the weaknesses in the police department, and I wanted—I wished to improve them. And one way to do it was to improve myself; when they came round with this program uh, Dr. Riley came down from Augusta College and they had just passed this, the federal people were, the federal government was beginning to respond to the lack of professionalism and, with among the police in the south.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And we certainly had it (laughs) I tell you. And they offered uh, um a program to lead where they would pay our tuition. And it turned out that I still had two years eligibility left on my GI Bill, and I took it and went to school, and with the GI Bill, I made more money than I would trying to work special, extra jobs.
SS: Yeah.
LD: But I fully expected to flunk out first quarter, like most of them did. You know within a year, I was the only one still going.
SS: But, but explain—I mean like, that like an action that you took to improve yourself because you wanted to improve the force, but like, can you talk to me a little about, about your feelings, or about your thoughts, at, you know, after that riot?
LD: Immediately after the riot? I forgot the term he used for it when all the norms are gone. You know it’s like, like the center of what you live your life around is gone, removed. And you just, just floating, you know, just—you’re not grounded. Yeah, it less to um,
SS: Like
LD: But I did some things that I had never, you know, I don’t mean on duty or anything, but I had never done before you know like go out to clubs or something. I hated those damn places. I ran around with people and, that I wouldn’t even want to associate with before.
SS: Unmoored.
LD: Uh
SS: Unmoored.
LD: Yeah that’s a good way.
SS: Like you didn’t know which way was up. And,
LD: There’s a word for it in sociology but I forget what it is.
SS: Yeah um, I mean, it sounds a little like a Post-Traumatic Stress reaction.
LD: They didn’t even know what the term was then.
SS: Yeah. But.
LD: Well now remember during all this I still had to work.
SS: So, did they ask you,
LD: When I started back to school was about the time when I was coming back around and the, and the school gave me an anchor. Believe it or not I loved going to school.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And I was fearful that I wouldn’t be allowed to because I was too dumb (laughs). I didn’t have enough crack—background, so I worked hard. And made good grades.
SS: But what, what was it about it that unmoored you? Was it the,
LD: It was all this—the things that you, I mean you, you go out to protect these people, to protect these property. When—see we protected people and property. And we weren’t on calls—like on the midnight shift, we were required to check all the windows and doors on our beat and if you had a burglary and didn’t find, you could lose a, an off day. They didn’t take your money, they took, you an off day away. And it was like—I mean you got to know every little nick and cranny on your beat, you know every door whether to lock, when it was locked was up this way or that way.
SS: Yeah.
LD: You could spot things that was out of, and uh—people that should checked out, they were in the wrong place at the wrong time.
SS: So all of that was,
LD: Yeah it was just—I mean we, years and years and years we tried to prevent destruction of property, burglary, and thefts, and uh, they stole it all in one night. It’s like—I imagine it would be like coming back to your home, that you had been living in for years after a storm or something and finding it destroyed.
SS: So was part of it, I mean was, were you and the other guys on the force kinda um ashamed or depressed or?
LD: I don’t know how they were. I was totally self-centered. I mean, I talked to myself.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: Now I, I could still function, and well because I had done it so long, you know as a police officer. It’s kinda like doing something more out of habit than telling you to do it. 
SS: So are you saying that part of the reason you didn’t talk to anybody because it didn’t occur to you to talk to anybody. You were just talking to you.
LD: I never connected that much with other people. I didn’t even have conversation with my wife
SS: Mm.
LD: about it. She was so shook up until, she got sick and had to go to the hospital and, you know I had to take care of the family as well as all this other stuff. And I, you know I was just kinda lost; I remember one day I came in and looked and there was some, part of the ceiling was smudged in the kitchen. And I got some Clorox water and then I got up and I scrubbed that old ceiling. I know that would never occur to me before (laughs). But once I got two years in school, the department, some of the people—these two guys especially, they weren’t there at the time of the riot, came to work after. Um activated a chapter of the PBA: Police Malevolent Association?
SS: Malevolent no benevolent? 
LD: Yeah benevolent. Yeah.
SS: Okay.
LD: And that was an association it was not a union. As a matter of fact, to balance for bitch striking. But it was in that direction you know lean toward that, and they asked me to join. Well I joined cause it was, you know, it was not a union; it was opened to any—anybody with any rank. And we hoped to get everybody to join and we, we could more or less have, have a little influence maybe on somebody to back up the chief when he as for raises and, and increase—well he took a deal went round. The mayor was smart of enough to make the chief believe that the reason we were organizing was to get rid of him. 
SS: Mm.
LD: And he was a vindictive man, let me tell you.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: The chief by that time was Beck, Capt. Beck, same one we all had so much respect for. And he was rough, God. Anything that had anything to do, if he could connect it back to the PBA, he did, and he would, bring it down—and breaking the PBA took precedence over policing the city. He didn’t much care. Like he came down one, one day and my detail followed in ranks, and he went, he came down, which normally they don’t even do, and he looked at the people and um, said “Your hair’s too long. Go home; come back when you got a haircut.” So everybody’s got to leave-the whole detail! Might have left two people. My hair was already short anyway, so I didn’t have to go. But because I was in that PBA, I was on the list, you know,
SS: So it sounds like they just made, like,
LD: Well
SS: Like there, there was a breeding ground for more animosity.
LD: Well the, one—see another thing was that we integrated everything, everybody was welcome. Now before you know—the old Democrat part was the master of it in the south. You could uh play the racists off against each other and have your way. Well when it looked like they couldn’t do that anymore I think it frightened them (laughs).
SS: Did the police do anything to, I mean how did, how did relationships with the black community go after the riot? I mean days, couple weeks after, I imagine things are very tense but.
LD: Well I mean you say that like you think we had regular meeting and.
SS: Yeah no um, I don’t mean it that way.
LD: Then just go—well um, immediately after the riot, they wouldn’t even call us. We wouldn’t answer a call in certain areas out there; we wouldn’t go if we got a call. Lot of calls we got were bogus and probably set up you know we were all suspicious (coughs) set up for an ambush (coughs). I started um, my detail I never, never sent car without a backup car. Well their whole idea of backup was we’ll all, we’ll all get out and go in. I said, “ No you don’t do it that way.” One stays back to keep the responder, the guys who respond to the call, in view but close enough to back him up with your weapons if he gets in trouble. Well it never had to happen but I’m sure it would’ve been a deterrent for anybody that called him, I don’t know.
SS: Mmhm. Did you have um,
LD: But after a while, they started calling us again, they needed us, you know.
SS: Yeah.
LD: Who the hell they gone call, Grady Abrams? When their husband’s beating the Hell out of them?
SS: Yeah.
LD: And things got back to normal. 
SS: Did there was, was there like an increase or decrease of, in the number of black people who were applying for jobs at the police department? I don’t know if you’d know that but,
LD: Uh yeah, we, um, we tried to recruit some more qualified people.
SS: Mmhm
LD: Of course in the beginning there wasn’t until after the—there’s a lawsuit filed by one police officer. He was on traffic.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And it was for dis-discrimination and it was a federal case—discrimination in hiring any other law. A lot of uh, information and evidence, and he was right. The city fought it though. John Ruffin represented him.
SS: Yeah, heard about him.
LD: Oh, he represented me too one time. N-nice guy. Very good lawyer, very—if he’s got, if he’s defending you, he’ll do it, he’ll do it if he’ll have to fight (laughs). But where was I?
SS: Um at that officer who filed a,
LD: I get o—yeah well he won the case. The federal court appointed a professional to come down to set up promotional system. And that eliminated, well not right away, at first the, they still had a Civil Service Commission, but it was useless you know. They didn’t, they couldn’t hire and couldn’t fire so . . . And that’s when Lieutenant Johnson was appointed by the court but they set up the promotional system based on um rational-a rational system is—so many points for this, so many points for that. And like I said before, they made a major mistake when they left the detectives out; they considered the detectives a specialty.
SS: Mm.
LD: To be appointed—well what happened was, all the good old boys, they could no longer compete, um but they had they got appointed.
SS: Detectives.
LD: Detectives and they were still there when I made captain of the detectives.
SS: Mm. Uh so and, and I can look this up but I kept you at those two events, at both events, I had people stand up and say, “And those officers who were tried they were, they were promoted after they were acquitted.”
LD: No, I was already a sergeant. 
SS: That’s what I thought.
LD: Dennis was never promoted.
SS: And, and I,
LD: Dennis stayed on in the department about two years and he resigned and went to Atlanta or some place.
SS: Okay, yeah and,
LD: See, it’s an outright lie.
SS: No and I think that the, that’s just—it’s a convenience.
LD: Yeah.
SS: You know it’s a convenience. 
LD: I got promoted Lieutenant under the system the court set up by competing for it. And that was uh, I forget how many years after I made sergeant. 
SS: Yeah, it would’ve been quite a few cause.
LD: Yeah cause I had quite a number education points by then, which got me over the top.
SS: Mmhm. Okay. Um how common was it for officers to, to use, you know words like nigger and boy for, you know,
LD: Uh.
SS: when they were arresting?
LD: Only the nastiest ones would do that to somebody’s face, I mean you might talk—you might use those words behind their back because that’s the words that they used.
SS: Uh-huh.
LD: And you know like I said before a lot of uh older men who were on the department, were on there because World War II made it impossible to recruit good, qualified police officers. And once they got on, they stayed until they retired. But it was uh, I mean (laughs) you didn’t, you didn’t do that—why, why create resistance among some—especially to somebody who you were having to control. Several ain’t easy to—you know the old saying, it’s easier to,
SS: It’s easier to catch bees with honey than with vinegar.
LD: And plus we, we had a respect for each other, you know we, if you road a beat for a while, you got to know the people and, and um, not, not all of them course, but you know certain ones that you would see, maybe on a daily basis or less.
SS: Mmhm. Okay. Um, Okay.
LD: I, I experience one situation like that. When, when I was uh still a rookie and I was riding—I rode the hill beat, to get to know the beat, and I rode it with a guy, and I won’t give you his name. But he was small and just about anybody he talked to up there could’ve kicked his ass.
SS: Hmm.
LD: But he used that badge, and because I was there that day, he used me as a backup to really get nasty, this guy. And I could see the man getting mad, and I turned around and walked off, and it, and he looked over, the cop looked over his shoulder and saw me walking away, and he (laughs) he left. He went back (laughs). I mean it’s over nothing,: I don’t know what it was.
SS: Mmhm. Um, you mentioned earlier this like lack of professionalism.  Um, what, what were you on the, on the force, what were you talking about?
LD: We, well, we had uh two weeks training from the FBI every year. Classroom and the range.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And the range took several days. Well this, this classroom stuff didn’t cover how to do it; it covered court decisions and stuff that if you, you know if you didn’t,
SS: If like
LD: Do it a certain way, you gonna run into this problem.
SS: Yeah.
LD: M-most of it was like constitutional law.
SS: So you didn’t have specific,
LD: We didn’t have an academy.
SS: Yeah, okay.
LD: We didn’t—at that time, we didn’t require any training. Now later they got an academy and they established a um, um a board of standards in the state, and they had authority to pull a police officer’s certification. And he wouldn’t get certified until he through the academy and, and graduate.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: Lot of people went through the—well the city interpreted it to mean that we can—I-I don’t know how long it was written—we can hire somebody and work them for a year before we sent them to the academy,
SS: Mmhm.
LD: Can’t tell you how many we’ve done that and went to the academy and failed out. So you see what,
SS: Yeah.
LD: Um, they just, the, they needed police, and they needed security downtown in, in the city more than anything else, and that’s what they didn’t want to pay for.
SS: To me it sounds like, it sounds like this riot did nothing but harm.
LD: I don’t think—well if you happened to be one of the victims. But you know, I, I hate to admit it, but some good things came out of it, a lot of good things came out of it with the,
SS: Like what?
LD: Well like the court order for promotional procedure.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: That would’ve never occurred before that because if uh, if Jones had filed a lawsuit, the city would’ve fired him, that would’ve been it. You know every-everbody’s got to live. You know you gotta feed your family, someway or another.
SS: What else?
LD: Just the, the politics. The uh, blacks started voting, and voting their own people and then that way they had a hand in the sit—even though they continue to blame white for everything that they do now, but people in the know in the blacks, the upper-class blacks and the middle-class, they know. You know, so they work through the political system. Course there’s always a group of people that look for excuses for their own failures.
SS: Okay.
LD: And their own lack of enterprise.
SS: Mmhm. We start doing that as children. Then we often don’t learn any other way. Is there anything else you remember that was good about it, coming out of it I mean?
LD: Immediately, no.
SS: Longterm?
LD: The department did become a little more professionalized.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: Especially on patrol and on traffic. Um, equipment got better, much better. 
SS: Was that in part because the city realized that you didn’t have what you needed?
LD: Yeah about mainly because there were so much, so many different federal programs that paid for them.
SS: Mm.
LD: No, they n-they never got passed the nitty gritty and the penny pinching.
SS: Did your opinion of the city changed at all?
LD: Never even thought about it before. We had a good mayor at the time of the riot. I mean he was the one that was out there on the stump
SS: Um,
LD: everyday; he ran a business and, rather a quiet guy. Course the news media was down here; they were all over him and, they wanted to have a tour, and so they took a bunch of people out in the area out off Savannah Road and dead end street, dirt, garbage and trash everywhere. One of the reporters interviewing the mayor in front of the camera asked him, “What would you do if you had to live in these conditions?” he says, “Well first I think I’d get out there and clean the street up.” (laughs) That didn’t go along over well; that ain’t what they, what they were looking for.
SS: Yeah, I know that, there’s uh,
LD: See everybody came with a point of view, they’re trying to, trying to find evidence support, to support, rather than doing an analytical um examination of it and coming up with you know real things. But you know once you get off, their, their like a pack of hounds. One hound jumps one rabbit and the rest of the pack goes after him, and they good run over fifty rabbits. But they don’t ever notice them; they all go after that same one.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: Media’s the same way today.
SS: Mmhm. Oh yeah.
LD: You wanna get off the news you—if you, you know if you’re a politician and there’s something embarrassing on there and you—let something else happen, something fresh.
SS: Uh-huh. Mmhm yeah. Um.
LD: Cause when they go back, that was yesterday’s news, who cares.
SS: Right, right.
LD: Nothing ever in depth, nothing ever analyzed except maybe a columnist or something, and I don’t, how few people read those.
SS: Yeah there was a period, a brief period where we had some in-depth stuff but for most of our history it’s either been yellow journalism, or it’s been crony-ism, or it’s what it is now, which is the easiest, gigantic fire, that (laughs) that they can, they can look out their window and find.
LD: They have a storm.
SS: Oh!
LD: You know every program is reporting the same stuff. I remember one time there were, there was a flood somewhere, and they had this reporter standing in a boat with the mike in her hand; she’s reporting about all the—and some guy walked, walked behind her—the water’s only about three inches deep—walked behind the boat, and she’s supposed to be out here (laughs). 
SS: Yeah, yeah. Um okay so are there other people or other officers who you think I should talk to. 
LD: I don’t, my two best friends are dead.
SS: I hate to be creepy, that doesn’t help me.
LD: I know, one he’s, one’s got Alzheimer’s so bad he don’t, he don’t know his own wife.
SS: Oh, that’s hard.
LD: I’m not in contact with any of them now.
SS: That’s fine. I can always just look up names; if there are any names that you think I should still look out for.
LD: Well Lott went on to be chief and uh, not long ago I saw something he said that was reported somewhere.
SS: Was that, is that L-O-T or L-O-T-T?
LD: Oh, L-O-T-T. Freddy was his first name, I don’t know.
SS: Okay, okay. Anybody else? I think what I’m gonna do is, is see if I can find.
LD: Well it’s so many people going and coming during that period of time; I don’t know how—it’s not clear to me who was actually there during the time of the riot or who.
SS: Yeah.
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