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SS: Okay um, so, oh man. Um, why don’t we just pick up there? Why don’t we pick up with the aftermath of the riot? What did you um, what do you remember?
LD: Well the—first the trials.
SS: Yeah.
LD: I was uh, I got the job as the, the first whose trial was Tommy Dennis. And he was charged with a felony. There was a grocery store being looted. They drove up; he maintained and um, somebody fired a gun from the dark in the back of the grocery store. He fired a shotgun and one body was found in there. 
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LD: Um, the other people who were looting the store got out through the side door got away. I had a—we had a list of uh, perspective witnesses and furnished by—it’s required and they were furnished by the, by the government.
SS: Okay.
LD: And we were going over them, and this girl was on the list, but she wasn’t called. She wasn’t called to the Grand Jury. And we had all the grand jury testimony. So I went around talking to the witnesses, the ones that I could do it without being charged 
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LD: with intimidation.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And I found her; she had moved. But at the time of the shooting—the shooting happened at Ellis Street and Third Street; there’s a grocery store on the corner there. And directly across Third Street was a church. And then across the intersection was a
SS: Keep going; I’m gonna grab; I wanna
LD: Okay.
SS: I wanna write a note to remember something by. Keep going. So across
LD: Across the intersection, across on the other side, the other side of the intersection, and was a, a building that had some rooms in it. I wouldn’t say apartment; they were rooms.
SS: Okay.
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LD: And this girl lived there. And she was at home when this happened. And, and I went and interviewed her. And I asked her, you know, what she saw, she said nothing, I didn’t see anything but after I heard the shots
SS: Mmhm.
LD: and she didn’t say shot, she said shots. And I said, how many shots she heard, she says, I think it was two, see first there was that was coming, small I think was the word she used or something to that effect. Anyway it wasn’t as loud. And then she heard the shotgun. Somebody fired something other than a shotgun before Dennis did. The—appar—
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LD: course they had to furnish us with the information; it was up to us to go—we didn’t no the name of the witness—it was up to us, but they had put her on the list as if they were gonna call her for trial, you know, and, and, which was I don’t think they would’ve done it. They were really out to get us.
SS: The state government was?
LD: No this was federal.
SS: It was federal.
LD: This federal, yeah. We were charged under a law; I think it was something like uh, 1887 or something; that seems to stick in my mind, but I’m not sure, but it was from that period of time after the Civil War when the Klan was active.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And a lot of the police, lot of the, you know the sheriffs and deputies at the time were involved with the Klan.
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SS: Yeah.
LD: So that’s what was meant, who, who it was aimed at because it was still in the books.
SS: Yeah.
LD: But no-none of us had ever heard of it until this, until we got investigated, indicted. But that contradicted the, the government’s assertion that there was nobody firing, that Dennis just rode up there and shot him, killed the guy. So, you know, we put the case together. My first time do any deep, deep investigating. And the two attorneys that were involved was Roy Harris, and I’ll tell you about him later, and Bert Hester.
SS: Okay.
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LD: Bert was our local. Um, police court judge, 
SS: Okay.
LD: I forgot what name we used for him now, but that’s what it amounted to. He’s the one that all the minor cases went to the next morning, then city traffic cases.
SS: Okay.
LD: Bert was uh, he had a, a, extremely good courtroom uh demeanor.
SS: Mmhm. 
LD: He tried heavy, big civil suits. And he was used to handling juries; he was good.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: But when, when the trial came up,
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LD: I remember this one particular. There’s these three guys that were gay; one of them worked downtown; we all knew him by name, and we all seen the others around. And they had been arrested for looting furniture, curtains (laughs) you know they were out decorating the house, so
SS: Mmhm.
LD: everybody else was out to get drunk (laughs). And they were, they were in the backseat of this Cruiser that was nearby and, and when the, went to call it out. He showed up there too. But I think he actually came later to tell you the truth, but the government had them testify you know, they saw it, this car drove up 
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LD: and the man fired the shotgun inside, and when Bert got done with them, he, he said, weren’t you scared? Oh yeah, we were scared. Said I mean, you sat down looking out the window like that and as scared as you were and, he said, aren’t you sure weren’t trying to get down low so, and before he got done with that cross, he had them laying over the bottom of the car on top of each other (laugh) and didn’t see a damn thing (laughs). I thought, what a cool (laughs). But he, Dennis was found not guilty. Now they, they told me, the attorneys told me before we started, said if, if they find Dennis not guilty on that serious case, 
9:00
LD: they probably won’t even try you.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: But all that did was fire them up. They were out to get somebody.
SS: Mm.
LD: So when my case was called, they had a judge from Phil—retired judge, federal judge from Philadelphia or some place. (coughs) The people from the justice department were from Washington. 
SS: Mhm.
LD: Big gun (coughs) But that judge, I remember, I had never in my life seen a judge cross examine a witness on the stand like he did me.
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SS: Tell me about that.
LD: Well in, in the first place s-see the, the, the j-the government has to put the case on first. And if they don’t have a case you can move for
SS: Dismissal
LD: yeah dismissal. Well they didn’t have anybody that could identity me. By that time, I was, I wasn’t allowed on the street. I had to work inside; I was working as a desk sergeant. And, and, which meant I doubled in court every morning as the bailiff like, handling the prisoners when they came out. This one uh woman that I’d never seen before but, she shows up
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LD: charged with something and she’s sitting there waiting in the benching waiting to go up the trial; I just got her out of a lockout. She gave me a little trouble, a little mild and stuff. Anyway she had the whole time there to observe me, and low and behold who was the only witness that could identity me? The thing we were that close to being to getting, to getting dismissed without even having to put on a defense. They call her, and I soon as I saw her—and I remember her because she kinda had a red tint in her hair.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: I—you know I heard later she was a drug attic and had been in the medical field somewhere or another. 
SS: Mmhm.
LD: But and 
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LD: all that’s hearsay, but once you identity me then that got passed—we moved for dismissal anyway but you know the judge overruled it. And then we had to put on our case; first the uh I think he put on—first thing he put on was the uh woman that had been injured. Y-you know the car was
SS: Mmhm.
LD: She was hit with a brick through the windshield of her car and, and they mobbed her and then this guy came and saved her and took her to the hospital. I don’t know if there was any—I can’t remember right now if there was any other witnesses on our side or not. But I had to uh, I had to take the stand because—
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LD: to get the—my side of the defense was.
SS: Okay.
LD: And, course my lawyers, they didn’t know what I was gonna admit, they, they can’t—a good lawyer wouldn’t do that.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: He can’t say, did you do it, or you know, whatever. And he cant’ say, “what are you going to say when get on the stand.” Course my attorney that prepared me was Toby Ivy. He turned out to be a good friend. He’s, he was in practice for a long time; he’s retired now.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: But uh we got to be pretty good friends, when, he wanted to talk to me one day we were so busy, so he came out and got in the car with me and, within an hour and a half, when we were trying to talk and I was trying to show
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LD: him these locations, we kept getting calls, serious calls, you know, like bank robbery, so and such. And, you know I went on cool on as you can be, cause I know 99% of them turn out to be nothing. And Toby was over there gripping his seat. And Toby was a, uh army officer and a ranger, so he wasn’t, you know, he, he wasn’t one just to be nervous.
SS: Yeah.
LD: After a while he, he looked at me and he says, “How do you put up with this all day long?” (laughs).
SS: I would’ve said the same thing. So,
LD: But Toby cross-examine—I mean examined me on the stand. Not, not Bert. Cause we, you know, we spent so much time together and he prepared the case;
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LD: the defense and all that stuff. And, and he just flat out asked me what happened, and I started, you know, wide open question, and I started uh, explaining just like I did to you what happen. When I got to the point where, this guy was shooting the pistol
SS: Mmhm.
LD: at me.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: Judge interrupted me, he says, “You realize how far that is?” I said, “Yeah I know how far that is?” And he says, “And you’re saying he was shooting at you with a pistol?” And I said, “Yes.” And uh, I mean he, he was acting like he was trying to make it unbelievable for the jury. Anyway when I finished 
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LD: my testimony, the jury got the case and an hour and half later, they came back Not Guilty verdict.
SS: Had you been worried at all?
LD: I didn’t cared.
SS: Why not?”
LD: My attitude was, if we weren’t going to be allowed to do our duty, then, you know, and you’re going to punish me for doing my duty, the Hell with you (laughs), you know you get what you asked for.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: That’s what, that was the first thing I heard, when I found out I was indicted, I was mad as Hell. I was talking to Ray Holmes and I says—he’s the one that told me. He said, “I just came from so and so and you’ve been indicted.” I got mad, I said, “Them son of a bitches,” said, “Next time I hope they burned the God Damn,” I said “Matter of fact, I’ll do it myself. I’ll burn the damn town down (laughs).” 
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LD: I, I wasn’t, I never was loud or boisterous, but when I got mad, I said things that I shouldn’t. 
SS: But, so explain like, explain why, explain more about why you were so angry. It makes sense to me, but I’d still rather you explain.
LD: Well you—I mean s—you spend all—look every time you answer one of those calls, you take your life in your hands. You never know where gone fina—finally the end will come. We had uh, two police officers killed just before I went to work. One was a domestic dispute. Uh the guy was fighting his wife over his children. He came—
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LD: she was aware of him he came and got them, to get them. They sent a patrol car up by himself. He got out, went up on the stairs I don’t if he ever spoke to the guy or not cause they both ended up dead. But he was shot right inside the doorway. And the, the building was—you know over here was the house and over here was the outside stairway that went up to another apartment upstairs. He had his kids up there.
LD: He shot the officer, then he went in to--and closed the door to the room and didn’t respond when anybody called him or anything else. One of the guys that was there rode with me as a partner later and he was always affected by it—not because
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LD: you know it’s bad enough to see the police officer lying there bleeding—he didn’t die right away; he died from loss of blood and all cause they couldn’t get him out.
SS: Yeah.
LD: He got upstairs and was going down the hallway and this, and the guy started shooting through the wall. And what are they gonna do; they couldn’t kick the door open, you know what I mean. He hit the floor and he’s crawling along the floor; bullets come through the wall. Then he’s laying outside the room and he could hear what’s going on in there, and the guy’s telling his children that he’s, that he’s sorry, he’s really sorry and he loved him. But he couldn’t leave them to be raised by their mother. He just couldn’t leave them in that situation. And then he shot the kids. And he—this guy heard it all. 
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LD: E-even though he couldn’t see it; he heard it.
SS: And that was, that was when? Like right before
LD: I went in right 1960—well 59 I think, 1959.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: But then—I mean you never know if you fa-face a situation like that.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: I—plenty of times I’ve answered the call—man with a gun—I get out there, turns out to be nothing. But the guys actually go—got a gun but he won’t resist, you know. And we didn’t have radios, handheld radios, or backups.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: You didn’t have a unit come in right behind, and uh . . . 

