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LD: From then on they built their business on restaurants. Up until that time there was only one Chinese restaurant in Augusta and that was down on Ninth Street. But they started um, buying old hamburger places and things like that and starting a Chinese restaurant; now they’re all over you know. Some of them are very good. But as, as things settled down we continued to toil our shifts.
SS: Before you go further, that incident you were just talking about, how long after the riot did that happen?
LD: Which one?
SS: The one where you were, where you were uh, beaten up and chased.
LD: Well the, we—we were still geared from the riot, but the, 
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LD: you know the, the crimes and all that were, was over. We didn’t have any more mass
SS: Actual riots.
LD: resistance, yeah.
SS: Yeah.
LD: It was just individual burglars and stuff and it usually happened at night.
SS: So like it would’ve been a couple of weeks after.
LD: No, not that long, um.
SS: Okay.
LD: Prob-probably about five days. I’m not sure what exact date it was.
SS: Okay. So but you were saying um, the, you were talking about the Chinese and how they opened the restaurants after that, and then you were about to tell me something else. Did you lose track, cause I did.
LD: Yeah I lost track.
SS: Alright, well I have a couple questions for you. Um, so did you, did some of the officers end up their own weapons during the riot?
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LD: Um, most of them didn’t have their own. Unless there was—no, 
SS: No.
LD: I saw one and that was um, a guy who came in late because he was out of town or something for some reason. And he, he brought a military 30 caliber car bank—in one car bank.
SS: But otherwise it would’ve been just the handguns and the shotguns.
LD: Yeah.
SS: If they even had both of those. Okay and um, there were six people who died that night. So,
LD: Yeah.
SS: do you know and, and all of those according to the GBI report were shot by police.
LD: No.
SS: That,
LD: It was one shot by a 22 I, I understand from the autopsy 
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LD: reports that, that one was shot by a 22 pistol, 22.
SS: I have seen an autopsy report yet. I’ve just read reports of,
LD: That’s what I understand, course, you know I didn’t have time to go through all this time, but.
SS: That’s fine. But I guess what I’m asking is, do you know anything about those deaths?
LD: Um . . . I think probably most of them occurred while, while I was up at the chief’s house, but you gotta understand there was no time to make reports. You know, if you had someone injured or whatever you, if you could get an ambulance, they would come and take you to the hospital. That’s it.
SS: Yeah, the fact that you were 
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SS: making runs to the station and the hospital surprised me because I wouldn’t imagine that you would have any time for that. But, I mean,
LD: What, what do you mean.
SS: Well, like you, when it first started around 4 and that guy, you know, busted the bubblegum machine, you took him to the station.
LD: Yeah.
SS: And,
LD: But there—you see, we were only two blocks from the station.
SS: Oh okay, okay. And then the other guy who, uh, who got shot knees, um, you took him to the hospital. I’m just,
LD: Yeah.
SS: I was just surprised that you even did,
LD: Well he would’ve died if I hadn’t; he was bleeding like a pig.
SS: Okay.
LD: He was really squirting blood. And he could’ve used a tourniquet, but it was so close until, we just ran on over there.
SS: Right it was a huge blood loss.
LD: And he was lucky; there was surgeon that testified later; there was a surgeon at the
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LD: hospital who happened to be there on another case. And he got involved in this one early, and the, and the guy completely recovered.
SS: Right.
LD: So he wasn’t—and there was no permanent injury.
SS: Did you and the other officers talk much about this?
LD: No.
SS: About the riot?
LD: No.
SS: Why not?
LD: I don’t we were just kinda all in shock. You gotta remember now that—like I had ten years in the department. And I, I spent most of our calls in the black neighborhood. Not that they were just totally lawless, but they—like I told you before, 
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LD: the families we—before welfare and all of that other stuff started—were more moral. Now the kinds done got out of hand because the men worked so much. You know if they were really trying to support and get their families somewhere or maybe provide money for one of them to go to school. They worked two, three jobs. But they were devoted to home life. Mother was the source of it, of the moral training, and it stuck up until a certain time, you know and the, when the hormones start flowing. That hormone rush wipes out everything, I tell you. From personal experience (laughs). And we, we 
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LD: got calls when did—had a dispute and it needed settling. And sometime it reached into, reach a violent stage, and they really needed us when that happened. You know some drunk husband comes home and beats up the wife, neighbors called. God knows what would happen if we didn’t go there and, that’s one of the most dangerous calls you can have is a domestic relations thing. And you never know what’s gone happen afterwards. I’ve gone and seen the wife have the Hell beaten out of and arrest her husband and she’d show up in court the next morning and testify against me (laughs). But that was just part of the job.
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SS: So did you, I mean did you reach retirement with the force, or did you leave it before then?
LD: No I’m, I’m a, you see up until this time, I—like, like I told you before I was elected to the position of sergeant by Sole Service Commission.
SS: Right.
LD: We had a Civilian Review View, and we had it—I don’t how long. You know, and they hired and fired everybody. The chief couldn’t fire anybody. He had to bring charges and take them before the board, like a trial board. Because that’s one of the things that the, the, the mobs kept complaining about. 
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LD: We need a Civil Review Board. Hell, we had one. They didn’t bother to check.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And it’s just like when people complain—the, the people out there complain about being powerless, and you know completely controlled by the whites. They were coming on to having it at least half and half, fifty percent of the population of the city. All they had to do was vote. You know you got, you got three or four black city council in there, and they become the balance, you know they throw their weight one way or another and they, they got a lot of control. But they don’t, they don’t bother to take that route. They sit back and complain about what is 
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LD: instead of making it what it ought to be. 
SS: So, so then you were, you were voted off? Is that what happened?
LD: No.
SS: You brought  up the, the Civil Service Commission um, the Review Board when I asked if you were—so, so how long were you with the force?
LD: Thirty years.
SS: And, so what, what prompted you to retire?
LD: Uh I had a heart condition plus, can you turn that off a second?
