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LD: (laughs) And—actually it’s kinda funny cause I, you know, Hell it ain’t hurting anybody else. So I, I just couldn’t stand there and see that. So I had a couple of smoke grenades in the car. And I—no it was um—no it was tear gas, that’s right it’s tear gas. But I, I took one out, and I threw it in that building, and I laughed as Hell—came run—came running out carrying something, you know, going home. And I thought they were all loud. And a few seconds later I heard this tap, tap, tap, tap, and then here comes Old Mose. Mose is blind; we all know him.
SS: Ah.
LD: And he drinks all the time.
1:00
LD: And he has stolen—apparently he thought he had fifth of laquerment you know, he can’t see, so he had a quart of beer under his arm (laugh). And I said, God I wish I was able to take a picture of that to show people who was doing the rioting and thieving (laughs).
SS: (laughs).
LD: But by that time, Captain Beck finally got the sheriff to get all his units and—you know the—the county was still run like a rural county, but it had grown into um, you know a more urban area.
SS: Yeah when you,
LD: But uh,
SS: when say it was run like a rural county, what does that mean?
LD: Well they had a county commission and uh, the sheriff that, that had the, did, did the law enforcement as well as run the jail, 
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LD: and constitutional duty of the sheriff and you have to one is to run the jail. Now whether he does the enforcement is up to the county; they can create a county police department, but they can’t take the jail away from him.
SS: Okay.
LD: Um, I think he, he probably had altogether about six deputies. And they got most of them there together, what units that Beck could get together. And Beck put out a call, said, said all units in the area you gotta meet me up at Ninth Street in Gwinnett. So my partner, who’s a rookie anyway, he’s back with the car, listening to the radio. He gets in the car and drives around the block and goes (laughs), and I’m standing there,
3:00
LD: and I look around and he’s gone. Beck gets all these people up there—all the police up there to Carter.
SS: So how did you get up there?
LD: I didn’t.
SS: You did.
LD: I couldn’t leave the, you could leave the fire engines on.
SS: Right.
LD: But he gets all these police up there; he gets out of his car, and he’s got a Thompson Sub-Machine Gun. And he points it up in the air, and he, he shoots a whole magazine. And all these people who were looting on that block above us, they came out and took off in my direction (laughs). Now I had to say, they were carrying guns and stuff til they stole out of the pawn shop. But uh, they were, they weren’t after us; they were after to getting away, but they were coming right at us and they were—I mean they gonna run by, you know, touching distance.
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LD: But there’s one little alley called Cecile Street off to the left. And they came down that area, it was just like a military formation, you know, marching and they did a column left and they went up that thing (laughs). But for a minute there I thought, oh my God. And I was trying to get the firemen to turn the hose on them, and they wouldn’t do it. And uh,
SS: Before you,
LD: But I,
SS: Before you go forward the um, back when he, when he shot off that magazine where was he at exactly?
LD: He was right at the intersection of uh, Ninth and Gwinnett.
SS: And why did he call people to him? Why didn’t he just,
LD: He was going to clear the area out; that was like the center and uh,
SS: And so he was hoping to use people to then further.
LD: Yeah. Mmhm.
SS: Oh, okay, okay, thank you.
LD: So
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LD: when that was over, the fire engine left. By partner came back; I got with him. And they, the rioters were all gone from that area at Ninth and Gwinnett. I rode out there and I can see fires in different places in the city. They tried to burn all the Chinese Stores. But that intersection where we had first answered the call on the broken window. The—everything was looted; all glass was broken. Right, right up about four car lengths from the intersection there’s a step there and what—like these UPS vans—a heavy thing. And it was turning over on its side. You know, I can five, six people turning a car over, but to turn something over that heavy.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: God knows 
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LD: what happened to the driver of it.
SS: Yeah.
LD: And look at the other way, Girlies had been looted, and it was like stew in the street with all the groceries and meat and everything else out there all mixed up. It was sickening really. Everything around there except two or three stores had glasses were all broken out in the front and, and looted if there was anything worth looting. Now this was all in black neighborhood.
SS: Yeah.
LD: None of it reached the white neighborhood. But uh, we—after that they begin to disappear you know the, the rioters I guess they were going home. Not the kids though I mean they were out. 
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LD: And I, I went down the intersection out there at Ninth and Wrightsboro Road. It’s a little, small intersection. We drove up there and there’s a crowd of them around. And they were pointing and laughing and jeering you know, all that stuff it’s—I pulled a pin and let the tear gas and then just dropped it beside the car and kept riding. And I was watching in the mirror. And those, those things had a little jet-like thing on it to keep you from picking it up and throwing it back. 
SS: Ah.
LD: When you first, when you first pull the pin and throw it when it goes off it’ll move real quick like that, you know. And fizzle. When it fizzled and moved, and they thought it wasn’t gone go off and they gathered around and they were pointing at it and laughing, and the tear gas came out (laughs).
SS: Oh man.
LD: I don’t what they did after that; we turned the corner and went on someplace else. 
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LD: But everywhere you could shot coming from all over. All over the place. And as the night went on, I think it began to dawn on some of the older people that, every place they ever bought groceries, every place, you know, they were being looted and—they weren’t gonna have any food. And some of those got out, I think just out of necessity they figured they better stock some food up. Well they couldn’t go back you know, of course. So that added to the looters too. But uh, out of (sigh). I can’t think where we went from there.
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LD: But we were riding around. It thinned out enough to allow us, but we had stopped riding single cars. Like I had three cars behind me, and wherever I went, they went. We answered a call, uh, it was about that time too; we answered a call to this grocery store. It was on Savannah Road. And God, I forget the name of that road that split off from it, this way. Something like Chestnut Street. But,
SS: Old Savannah?
LD: Huh?
SS: Old Savannah Road, are you talking about?
LD: This road that split to the right from it was called Chestnut—it was not called Chestnut Street. Chestnut Street came in perpendicular; this one went in an angle. 
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LD: But anyway right off Old Savannah Road was a, was a store. And we got a call there. So we get, drove up and it’s nothing going on; we don’t see anybody. Oh, maybe they’re hiding inside; so we park. I go in and uh, these uh, at least to officers follow me. And I got in about ten feet and the fumes hit me in the face. And I realize we were walking in gasoline. And yelled get out. We all got out of the place and left it. Now I don’t if somebody set that as a trap for us to go and then called. All it would take was a spark, lit cigarette, fired gun. But, you know, 
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LD: any kind of fire will, would, it was such a great surface until the fumes from the place just filled the body, and if anything gone off, it would’ve flashed. But I think we got lucky there. 
SS: Yeah. And that was like what time at night?
LD: Oh God, nobody kept track of time.
SS: Did it feel like the middle of the night or,
LD: It was along about, along about the . . . I think the, I think the National Guard showed up about twelve.
SS: Uh-huh.
LD: But they didn’t show up in mass. You know, they, they had few of them to scope first. And they established a control point and command center at Fifteenth. 
SS: Okay. 
LD: At Wrightsboro Road. So that was a little, little safe haven that we could go to and take a breather or whatever.
SS: Yeah.
LD: And later now they had enough men that one, one guardsmen would ride around in each car, each of us. I can’t think of anything else.
SS: So um, do you um, you said that, that it came later, that you got indicted for shooting that kid.
LD: Okay we went on 12 hour shifts.
SS: Yeah.
LD: And um, we were on 12 hour shifts for about two weeks. 
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LD: And I was, I was off, this was later—after, this is after the, the, the main violent crime part is over, but there’s still a lot of thieving and stuff going on at night; places—whatever wasn’t broken in before is broken in now. Like um, boxcar full of liquor. Those who busted in and handed it out . . . But my wife and kids went down—my daddy had retired from the railroad shortly before. And we had been looking for a place for him to move. But at that time he lived down a-at Parnell and Emmett Street. Uh, 
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LD: know where the S&S is on Walton Way.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: It’s uh, one, one block up, a couple blocks on the left corner. Oh there’s a sperm clinic there now (laughs) where his house used to be.
SS: Nice.
LD: Anyway I was a little worried about becau—even though they didn’t—so we, we went down to see them. They were down them for a while, and it was time for me to take a nap then get dressed to go to work. And we left and came down Emmett Street no problem; we turned right on Paine College—I mean on University, facing the Paine College Gym. You know where that is?
SS: Yeah.
LD: Georgia Park Avenue goes this way.
SS: Yeah. 
LD: And we were going up, the road turns
15:00
LD: And there’s a traffic light there. Well unbeknownst to me inside they’re holding a meeting. And they got these two guys from, who supposedly were migrant workers and citi—they were held slaves in Edgefield. 
SS: Mmhm.
LD: It’s one of the newspaper articles that I got—it probably in this thing somewhere but it’s disorganized. And one of them’s name I learned later was Pew. His last name was Pew.
SS: One of the people who was claiming to be a slave?
LD: Yeah. Anyway we stopped at the traffic light; there was two boys there that had just come of out of the meeting and they’re there by themselves. I’m
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LD: waiting on the light to change, and they—one of them walked over and he put his head in the back window right in my kid’s face and started all this “MF white hulky” crap. And that was unheard of then. And I started to get out and get him but I didn’t have a badge or a gun, nothing. I said, I said get away from the car. And he came around; he stuck his face in my wi—in the passenger window, right in front of my wife and he’s coming out with the same stuff to me. Well I jumped out of the car, told my wife to go call headquarters. And I caught; I got him. But his—he kept circling around his, his, well I kept
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LD: turning him around because his buddy trying to get behind me (coughs).
SS: Do you need your water?
LD: Yes please. Thank you. This is right by the Fat Man’s Corner. If you know where that is.
SS: Yeah.
LD: The Fat Man’s had a grocery store in Curb Market there.
SS: Yeah.
LD: But I couldn’t, I couldn’t hold him. I keep turning him and keep my back away from this other kid. You know I, I was careful not to get pin down or have to wrestle with one of them or both of them or whatever cause once you’re down, God knows what will happen. So this guy got away. 
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LD: And I didn’t let him go; I chased him. I was, I was lot faster then (laughs). But you know he was a teenager and I lost him on the school ground at Tubman School. And I
SS: You chased him a few good blocks.
LD: Well short blocks, yeah. I, when I came back out on Emmett Street, I was a-attempt-intending to go to my daddy’s house because that’s where I thought my wife would’ve been. And turned out she was but I did-didn’t know for sure, but I looked down, back down, towards Paine’s Gym, and the whole street was just covered with people. 
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LD: Just, the whole street block, just mauled with people. And I started to go around it, then I though, you know I-I wa—I’m not sure my wife didn’t come back up to get me and she’s in the middle of all that. And probably one of the worst decisions I ever made in my life, I walked down there. And it seems like there was a girl out there that had seen the incident happen. And when I walked up, I, I walked into the crowd you know, to looked to see my wife or anybody was there. And she said, “That’s him. That’s the white man that did that. That beat up somebody.” Calling my name. So by that time somebody had hit me in the back of the head with something and knocked me down. 
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LD: Not out just knocked me to my knees. And they were kicking me all over the back. I, I needed, you know, I couldn’t fight the crowd; I was luc—would be lucky if I just ended up with a serious injury and nothing worse. And I didn’t have a weapon or nothing. But I—over against the wall at the Fat Man’s, you know, in those days they had returnable bottles. And he had his bottles stacked up there to be returned to the um vendors. And I thought if I can get my hands on a couple of those bottles I—they—I might go down but somebody’s gonna bleed before I do. So I was crawling that way with them all over my back and everything else. And
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LD: I crawled right in—there was a guy standing in front me—crawled right up to him, and when I looked up, he had a pistol strapped on, with these little RG32’s I didn’t know at the time but I—and a real cheap holster. And I reached up with my left hand pulled on the belt to pull myself up.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And the belt came loose and all of a sudden I had it in my left hand—gun holster and all. And uh, by that t—by that motion I got on my feet, and I got just little bit of separation between them and the crowd and I started running. And uh, as I ran I was trying to get the pistol out of the holster and I finally did.
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LD: And I turned around there was one guy who was an older teen, I mean—you know these weren’t no, weren’t 14, 15 year-olds; these, these were like 18, 19. He was right on me so that when I turned, the gun touched his chest, and I fired it here. And the, the little RG32 with the soft, soft bullets hit the breast bone, spread out like so, never entered his chest well. He went down. And when he went down, the guy right behind him went down. Well that was Pew. One of the speakers from in there.
SS: Okay.
LD: And the third guy was coming at me but he was trying to turn, 
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LD: and he had about halfway turned, and I thought about shooting him, but then I decided I didn’t want to kill him, so I shot him in the leg. And uh, he, he went down, and the third guy was still coming and I shot him in the leg, but it didn’t, apparently it didn’t hit a vital spot because he never showed up to the hospital or anything else. Now that was three bullets. And, and once I started shooting I mean it just like I couldn’t stop (laughs) you know. I didn’t shoot into the crowd anymore or at anybody. I fired down the street one time and I hit a car that happened to be passing. And it didn’t uh, enter the car; as a matter of fact those guys turned out to be witnesses for me in my trial.
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LD: Uh, well they were witnesses for me but not at, not at the federal trial. Um and about that time, my daddy shows up. I’m standing there with an empty pistol and all these people are standing around and there’s two guys standing on the street bleeding. And here he comes, he’s 65 years old and he ran the whole way; he didn’t stop to start his car or anything else. Well my wife was on the phone; she called headquarters. He got there first and he got between—he had this little old 22 pistol automatic, cheap piece of crap and I don’t know where he got it. But uh, he’s waving that around; he said, “If you touch him I’ll kill you!” (laughs) you know.
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LD: Daddy was a man, let me tell you. But they were still all standing around looking and,
SS: And how many people? How many people? Was it like the whole street was full?
LD: Well the auditorium was full.
SS: Wow.
LD: There’s uh, like a 100 people or more at least. And this is an event sponsored by Paine College and up there telling all those, all those kids that are open to that kind of stuff that they’re slaves. But when the chief shows up; he’s with his wife; he had been somewhere, and he, he had heard already and he shows up (laughs) and he didn’t have a pistol either, and later he turned to suspend me because I didn’t have one off duty (laughs).
26:00
SS: Are you supposed to carry a pistol off duty?
[bookmark: _GoBack]LD: Yeah. But my, my wife—I mean his wife had a pistol. So she had to go in her purse and hand him her little pistol (laughs). And he came out and uh, then the units started arriving. And when, when they got there, uh um, I noticed something in Pew’s hand. Two things: he wasn’t injured at all; he played dead when the first bullet went off. And he, he laid there like a stick; he didn’t move a muscle. And he had in his hand my wallet. And he had been looking for money he would’ve been much disappointed but I had my driver’s license in there. But I should’ve charged him 
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LD: with robbery but I didn’t; I don’t know—it’s just other people handling the charges and stuff. And as it turned out nobody really got prosecuted. You know there was warrants and indictments and that kind of stuff and in um, this case on the state side of it. There weren’t any federals though. Now because they had my name big time then; I’m blasted in every black publication and whatever. All the preachers are talking about me and they . . . and when the federals were investigating the riot, looking for people to indict.
SS: Yeah.
LD: They looked at that incident but it didn’t, didn’t fit 
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LD: the federal law. The federal law says you have to be acting under the color of law. And substituting your punishment for that of the system of the course. In the first place I wasn’t acting in the color of law; I didn’t have a, anything on me that showed that I was a police officer. Second place, I was acting in self-defense. But my name was there so they started looking at all the riot stuff. And they came up with that incident where I shot the kid in the knee and dropped him off at the hospital, and they built a case from that. There was uh, 
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LD: things settled down. But one thing I didn’t tell you about was right, right in the middle of all the riots and everything else, we started getting calls from all Chinese families. And we had to go out and rescue them and get them out of the area.
SS: Yeah.
LD: And . . . .
