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Louis Dinkins: were lined up over, well I say two actually it was the morning shift and the traffic division was lined up which probably wasn’t more than twenty . . . twenty-five men altogether. And they tore the Georgia flag down and set it on fire right there, and the police stood there.
Sea Stachura: And you talking not about the event at the, at in front of the jail, you’re talking about the event in front of the county building.
LD: There wasn’t an event in front of the jail.
SS: Well, in front of the county jail when they went and they, they rallied in May Park?
LD: That wasn’t then. May Park’s in the city theater really, and I never would’ve known; there was a, there was rally down there later in the park.
SS: Okay.
LD: But uh, about that time we, we were going on duty in the evening shifts.
1:00
LD: And uh, we had to go out there, normally we had to show up like 30 minutes before we went on shift to get, you know, change everything over. We didn’t have enough cars to each shift to have their own cars, so we had, we would have to wait for the morning cars to come in to, to, you know get all the evening cars out.
SS: Right.
LD: No wait a minute, I’m wrong about that. We had morning cars and then we had a, had cars for the evening and night shifts, so we had cars out there.
SS: Okay.
LD: But uh, I was sergeant; we only had one sergeant’s car.
SS: Okay.
LD: So I had to take a spare car which had no gun rack in it.
SS: Okay.
LD: And, and just before we started out the door someone said, “Open arm red, and take some shotguns with you.” So I lined my people up.
2:00
LD: My Liu—I, I’d been sergeant for a very short time, and my Lieutenant was off for Monday.
SS: Right, you’d
LD: And nobody knew all this was coming up so he was still off.
SS: So you got promoted to Sergeant before the riot?
LD: Yeah.
SS: Okay. We talked about your promotion in the last, in the last meeting but I, I couldn’t, I didn’t get the timeline exactly.
LD: Yeah, it was before the riot.
SS: Okay, so
LD: And, so
SS: You opened up the armory.
LD: We, we had other sergeants the detail but they, they were at the headquarters desk. So we screened every call by a, by a sergeant—an experienced police officer. We didn’t send call out willy-nilly cause we, for one thing we didn’t have the people. You know, we didn’t have the units, if, if you sent cars out on calls as they came in regardless of what the situation was, you wouldn’t have a call available 
3:00
LD: if you had a serious call, I mean a car available. Cause this the days without a portable radio. And when you park your car and go in the house, you were out of touch until you came back. You didn’t know what was going on.
SS: Right.
LD: Anyways I had, I had a spare car.
SS: No,
LD: And I, I handed out these, these old shotguns. And uh, I got couple of boxes of shells and threw ‘em in the trunk of the car. So then we go down to the courthouse and we line up with the other police that were already there. Well it some politicians speaking and then it was over, and then they ‘em into it and they—the people that lived out there, the, that are like the, responsible people; I say responsible—relatively. They
4:00
LD: started walking, going to their cars, or, or going and walking back out to their neighborhood—you know, you gotta, you gotta realize, the city’s just a split, you know.
SS: What do you mean—?
LD: As, as far as where they lived.
SS: Okay.
LD: But these teenagers and college students, a lot of ‘em stuck together and they went down on Broad Street. They went straight down the street, through and forward the courthouse. And they turned left and started going up Broad Street—we were trying to follow them in the cars and watch them. And JC Penny’s was downtown—not right across from the Imperial Theater but,
SS: Okay.
LD: And, they ran in the front door of JP-JC Penny’s, I mean a whole mob of ‘em. Ran through, knocking things over, I’m—just, just tearing things up as they went. 
5:00
LD: They came out the side door and there was people—‘specially women, walking along, you know, had been shopping, they were carrying their purses. They robbed three—the women. They—we were right there, but you couldn’t see in the crowd and tell what Hell was going on. And you would hear glass breaking and all that stuff. And they came out, and they, they got to the corner on Broad again, and they kinda hung around there for a minute. And uh, there was, there was a, a kid—you know they used to have these little gumball machines that charities put out.
SS: Mmhm, mmhm.
LD: And it was a glass top on it, and he tore that thing down and was banging it
6:00
LD: and he finally broke the glass and gumballs everywhere. Where he stayed in one place long enough until I saw him. And I got out and ran over and got him. But I couldn’t get out of the crowd with him, you know.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And uh.
SS: How many people do you think there were in that crowd?
LD: Up to fifty, in that little group right there—now there were other groups, going in all different directions. But,
SS: And the women who had their pur-t-purses stolen, was that, like, reports that came in later?
LD: Yeah.
SS: Okay.
LD: But I had this, this kid and I was having trouble getting out of the crowd—they hadn’t attacked me or anything. And uh, Sergeant Lot who was a traffic sergeant he came up and got the gun out of my car and came—a shotgun, and came over and wracked it, and they separated
7:00
LD: and uh, I got the kid out; we threw him in the car. It was, and I took him to the headquarters to book him because I never booked him, I just left him there. Cause they were so busy in the street. And I think he was the first one I arrested in the whole riot. It just turned out to be that way. But when I got back out on the street, they had come up and they were going down the other street toward on, on Ninth Street rather, toward the black area. And uh, Captain Beck was out there with us. He was, he was the leader on the street, he was in charge on the street, and he was, we learned that day to really respect him, you know. But he got, uh. (Sigh) He was there behind too, and he got behind them and he said when they, he said
8:00
LD: Thinking that when they went into the black area, that would be it—they’d dispersed. So he said, “Just, just follow ‘em on across the railroad tracks and let ‘em go.” But uh, they—nobody would think they would go out and burn they own neighborhood though. But before any fire started, or anything, it was just people, uh just like, coming out of an anthill—all over the streets and lining the streets, and we got a call, it was an alarm, it went off a headquarters for, you know, but it also had a local alarm, when the sirens and local—and I answered the call with my one many, there was one guy with me.
9:00
SS: Mmhm.
LD: And we got
SS: Who was the guy who was with you, do you remember?
LD: No I can’t.
SS: Okay.
LD: But we got out in front of uh, this liquor store, right. One, one thing down from ninth street on, uh, Laney Walker, it was Gwinett Street then. They’d broken the glass but no looters in there. And people were just standing around looking, you know. And there these older people in the front and these kids in the back. They go to the side over there where theres a bunch of old bricks. And they got behind, they were behind the people in front, and they were throwing the bricks across the street. And then they just raided all around us. And uh, there was nothing you could do, you know, nowhere to hide or anything else. But, 
10:00
LD: our chief was in his office and one of the black guys who ran a business across the street knew the chief, and he called him and he said if you don’t get these white cops out of here, were gonna have trouble. So the chief s-sends him over to tell me to go. And I said, “The Hell with it.” He said, “Well we gonna have trouble if you don’t go.” And I said, “Well if, if I get hit with one of those bricks you’re gonna have a lot of trouble.” Right now, you know. 
SS: This was probably someone who was from the Committee of Ten.
LD: I don’t think so he, he ran a business for years, like a clothing store.
SS: Okay.
LD: So he went back and uh, he got the chief to call uh, Liutentant Philpa whose a traffic lieutenant. 
SS: Uh-huh.
LD: Um, one reason we hadn’t have any kind of back-up at that time because they were all up at the Fat Man’s across from Paine College, so they were attacking that place.
SS: Right, I’m gonna dump this in.
LD: Okay.
SS: And you know, if you don’t mind, I need to interrupt just for a second so I can go to the bathroom. It’s the wrong time to need to go but I do.
LD: What is that?
SS: This? Oh uh that’s just a little, uh.
LD: No that thing.
SS: Oh this is the cord. I plug it in here.
LD: What does—oh for your mic—for your headphones?
SS: No, for the, the device, it runs on batteries or on um, AC.
LD: Yeah.
SS: And um, it’s running low batteries; I can plug it in.
LD: Uh here’s a place over here, probably. It’s a strip there. Find it?
SS: Is it a strip or just a plug?
LD: Either one, if you find a spare plug, use it, but.
SS: Oh there’s the strip, I see it.
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