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Sea Stachura: You know when they’re that young . . . they just love you. They don’t, they don’t, need the . . . You got some promise awesome. I’m gonna move this back so you have access to your water.
Louis Dinkins: The hell is this . . . My momma put together this book and she don’t, she can’t organize it. When we come to it I want you to read this.
SS: Okay. Okay.
LD: Um
SS: The level looks good.
LD: Okay. Now we were to talk about what led up to the riot.
SS: Yeah.
LD: And the riot and the aftermath.
SS: Mmhm
LD: The first, course there’s a lot, you know talking, yik-yakking back and forth
1:00
LD: But the first (don’t know what he said) occurred, I think, it’s about two weeks before the riot.
SS: Okay.
LD: This group of Pain college students. Gathered together some of the . . . young kids mostly from the housing areas. And they were looking for an excuse. You know they were looking for a cause. And Horton School had been, I think it had been integrated already. And they had a boy that was (inaudible) they didn’t mess around like they do now. You know sort of adult color. But he said just cost money don’t do any good. They expelled him.
SS: This was the boy who was excused of raping an, a
LD: No, no, no.
SS: Oh this is different.
LD: Far from it.
SS: Okay.
LD: But they used that for a cause and they show up at Horton School unannounced carrying shotguns. Some did.
2:00
LD: Course the police got a call. Unprepared, they didn’t have, you know, no special unit, no special people. Most of the police that went were traffic, men that rode on motorcycle and used a sidearm. And there they are, they’re facing this crowd, and uh. They’re . . . speaking. That uh, demanded that she—that he be readmitted to the school.
SS: Do you remember the name of this kid?
LD: It might be in this, I’m not sure.
SS: Okay.
LD: Anyway when the police show up—that’s what they wanted. They wanted confrontation with the police. There they were and it was a standoff. The police weren’t strong enough to make them do anything. They were outgunned.
3:00
LD: But even if they were to call their bluff and arrest them. They, they gotta worry about the school. You know, when start shooting shotguns around at school, God knows what kind of massacre you could cause. So because the police appeared powerless, and they were actually.
SS: Mmhm.
LD: They used—that’s exactly what they wanted. And when the whole thing was over, they wrote this, wrote up this pamphlet, and this appeared before . . . well it’s just one page. It appeared before the riot and this other thing with the eleven year-old . . . the kid who was killed. I was gonna make you a copy of it, but it’s stuck. I don’t know how, I guess you could still stick it on the copier.
SS: Yeah. Okay (not sure what you said) 
LD: That’s about the only
SS: Do you mind if I set this here?
LD: No
SS: Under your legs, okay. 
4:00
SS (reading the pamphlet): It’s important to understand what happened at Horton Elementary School was much more than just a protest. Brothers and sisters you might begin to realize that an organized people have more strength than the APD, Augusta Pig Department. Not only did the brothers and sisters from Paine College forced the crackers to readmit Larry Thomas, but they refused to respect the authority and guns of the pigs who were sent there to destroy the demonstration. Wow. The brothers and sisters called the pigs’ bluff. They were able to do this because they had the courage to fight and die and because they had guns too. And when you confront a pig with a pump shotgun, you automatically gain his respect. As black people in a liberation movement, this is what we must do. Take all your anger and hate out on the Augusta Pig Department and point your guns to the head of the pigs and not at the souls of black folk. All caps from “take all your” to “black folk.”
5:00
SS: Quote, we cannot look to our oppressor to deal with the nature of our oppression, end quote. In other words it is foolish for a slave to depend on the slave master to free him from the chains of slavery. We must begin to police the Pig Department in our communities. All caps, for every black person arrested, ten pigs should die. Three exclamation points. (end of the pamphlet) Do you have any idea who wrote this?
LD: Well, you know . . . there was always a . . . debate—we were always on the losing side about whether this thing was organized or not.
SS: The, the riot or the
LD: Yeah.
SS: Pigs event
LD: The orgin—the riot.
SS: Yeah.
LD: But uh . . . from what I heard. And actually we arrested a couple during the riot of Paine college students who were from Maryland. 
6:00
LD: But there was some sort of uh, the same thing up there. And they transferred . . . the students transferred from there down to Paine College so they took them in. And . . . it’s a tossup, but it appears like somebody at Paine College was actually facilitating all this stuff. I don’t know if it was any one certain person that planned it. But they certainly, brought the attention of the—especially the young people—the, you know, the teenage boys from the housing areas and focused it on this. Now I suspect most of the . . . most of them just used that for an excuse too cause they . . . t-I don’t know. 
7:00
LD: Not being a boy and not going through that stage of your life there’s a time when all you wanna do is raise Hell, tear up things, and . . . you know, no thought toward tomorrow and anything else.
SS: Yeah.
LD: You have to really be controlled and supervised and brought up in order to get through that stage. Today, you know, you see it time after time with the drugs.
SS: If I may, um, one of my brothers was killed because of that. He was sixteen and uh, he and some other kids, you know, he and the other kid were gonna have a fistfight. Just, you know, just because they were . . .
LD: Yeah
SS: Being men. And that um, that turned into, you know, basically uh, uh a group of people kicking my brother to death. So yeah I, I know that, 
LD: You see
SS: I, I know of that stage.
8:00
LD: When we went through that stage, but it was honorable. Uh, It wasn’t—course it wasn’t the code of honor from the . . . from the uh, Antebellum South when you challenged somebody to a duel, went out . . .  But when you fought somebody, picked on somebody your size, and you did it face to face. And you didn’t . . . you didn’t take unfair advantage of ‘em. Uh, you know, you didn’t hit them with anything. But, but, you know, it’s the color of the west. As soon as . . . that, that just kind of got goaded. It was this new attitude, win at any cost, you know. It just, take out your, well you see this today, ‘specially with the gun, going around shooting people.
9:00
LD: You take it out on the weakest people.
SS: Yeah.
LD: You know, it’s like . . . these guys they go in the school shooting, shooting up the students, they know they’re not gonna be faced. That’s why they choose the school instead of a police station. But I forgot where I was.
SS: So, you were telling me about how this happened just a couple weeks, you said, before the riot?
LD: Yeah, before the riot, and before—well you can tell by reading it if, if, (don’t know what he said) because it would’ve been after the death of that kid at the
SS: Yeah.
LD: At the jail.
SS: So, did you, um, how did you, do you remember how you got a hold of this? Was this
LD: They handed them out, and they, at the house areas. They printed, you know.
SS: Yeah.
LD: Hundreds of them.
SS: So when you were patrolling, you 
10:00
SS: Somebody ended up getting a copy
LD: Yeah
SS: Yeah. And . . . what was the reaction to seeing this. Or what was the police’s
LD: Well you know what our reaction is, you know, if that’s your attitude. We gone be ready for you.
SS: Yeah. So what started happening within the police department? Did they start . . . bulking up the . . . anything?
LD: I, I don’t wanna criticize him cause of (don’t know what he said) did, and I guess he did the best he could but, he didn’t do very well. The armor was a terrible shape. Other than about seven new shotguns, all the other stuff we had was ages old. Uh, ex-military stuff, like the shotguns. They were ex-military, but— not the new shotguns, the old shotguns.
SS: The ones with the bayonets.
LD: Yeah, bayonets, the . . . the uh 
11:00
LD: They had uh, some 351 carbines. Which I think it was . . . I think it was a weapon that they manufactured, hoping to sell to the military and they didn’t. But, there were good guns, they still in good shape, but the bullets were old, twenty or more years older and they were corroded and actually only about three out of five would shoot. If you pulled the trigger, you never knew if it was gonna go off or not. And we had uh, four or five types of sub-machine guns. Which is, in a situation like that, it’s almost useless.
SS: Yeah. Uh, this is an aside, but I keep being told by people, who I don’t quite believe, that the city of Augusta had purchased an armored patrol vehicle.
LD: Oh that was later.
SS: Okay.
12:00
LD: The city didn’t purchase it.
SS: Who did?
LD: There was a group of businessmen. And uh, Raymond Murphy, who . . . ran a local drugstore, he’s a pharmacist, right across the street from Paine. He was constantly . . . um, the same group, after the riot, went out and bought us some rifles. Well first, I went down to get them and borrowed them. Um, (not sure what he said) that had been redone as a sporting rifle. It was a German armory rifle, you know, it surplussed and sold and sold and finally, it was re-chambered for thirty out of six. 
13:00
LD: And uh, it was just uh, whole dash of it’ that was fine. So, you know, I, I’ll tell you a while later. That I needed a longer range weapon where I can put . . . Raymond saw it, he knew me, and you know, and uh, he got together with some business people and they bought us these rifles. Somebody else that . . . had connections with the wholesale arms thing, they got, they got enough browning automatic sporting rifles, or the sporting stock—I mean not rifles, shotguns.
SS: Okay.
LD: With the long barrel. You know they would “fuuh.” And uh,
SS: Were for deer.
LD: No, birds.
SS: Okay.
LD: Yeah, they had uh, birds like duck.
14:00
SS: Okay.
LD: Cause it had a long barrel. 
SS: Right.
LD: But uh when we—finally got enough of those that everybody’s . . . has and we were all armed with something other than a little side don’t know what he said . . .
SS: Okay and that was after the riot or before the riot?
LD: That was after.
SS: Okay.
LD: The same group bought, the one that bought that surplus, it’s what they call a weasel.
SS: Okay, I don’t know what that is.
LD: Um, the, the British used them all in the deserts as bread carriers, they call it. They carry, it’s a really tiny thing but it’s very maneuverable. Well whoever they bought it from out there; they put a box of, armored box on top of it. And it was, I mean it was scaring people, but, you know, other than run ‘em over, you couldn’t do any much more than that.
15:00
SS: And do, did they just buy it mainly to, to kinda put the fear of God in people? 
LD: Yeah.
SS: Okay.
LD: And not many people knew how to drive a not sure what the word is vehicle I did because I’d driven a tank. 
SS: Okay.
LD: So I showed a couple people how to drive it, but we never took it out.
SS: So, okay, so this happens. The, the people from Paine who organized it, started passing these out in the neighborhood, and you guys
LD: I, I don’t mean organize to the point where they’re going out there pointing out like a military-style organization. I just, I just mean that their, their propaganda brought them together.
SS: Okay.
LD: And actually it just provided excuses for most of them. They just, they were just out to raise Hell—tear things up. So this
16:00
LD: (continuing last sentence): other thing happened. It was, I mean they were ready, they were sitting and ready to, and they was all ready.
SS: Before we get to it, can I ask you one more thing? We, when we were talking last week, um, you talked about how there was, you know and, for, for, a while there was goodwill between the black community and the police officers. And then,
LD: Most, yeah.
SS: And then you guys got low on staff, and you couldn’t do the sort of triaging that you, that you used to.
LD: Yeah, and we, and we lost the expertise too. Cause you got, I mean you got young, young men of all kind of different attitudes that would, was being hired and they’d . . . last for a little while and then they were replaced with somebody else, but,
SS: And so you, you didn’t have like people who were committed or people,
LD: No
SS: Who were knowledgeable.
17:00
SS: So at that point is that, did you start noticing a difference in the relationship between the police and the black community?
LD: Well if there was, what it, it was kinda gradual to the point where you couldn’t, I mean you couldn’t draw lines so this is where it started.
SS: But Allen Holmes was certainly one of those days where the difference was apparent.
LD: I don’t think, I think that was just an anomaly, I mean that kid was . . . who knows, I don’t know if he was nuts or what, but. He, see originally he was back with this grandmother.
SS: Yeah.
LD: And see that’s why we were respected because . . . we were the in-betweeners, you know. No matter how, I don’t care the biggest racist out there, if he got a call on a fight, he broke it up, you know he still did his duty.
SS: Mmhm.
18:00
LD: And, nobody refused to go.
SS: Do you remember Grady Abrams or Wilbert, Wilbert Allen being there?
LD: (laughter) Not at that time. I remember Wilbert Allen. We actually got to be talking buddies later on, but he was uh, he was one of the ones that was radical and had a little following. Where do we go from here?
SS: Okay.
LD: Okay the next, the next major thing was the uh, the boy that was killed in the County Jail.
SS: Yeah, Oatman.
LD: Now, when they spoke about it all in the public, the blacks had speeches about all this crap, they never said anything about why the kid was in there the first place. 
19:00
LD: He was, I don’t think he was around fourteen. He murdered an eleven year-old girl and raped her. Well, he was gonna be tried as an adult anyway. But there was no juvenile facilities, period, the, no temporary ones. A juvenile went to the County Jail.
SS: What about, I keep, I kept hearing about the YDC. Was there a, was there a Youth Development,
LD: That, that was later.
SS: Okay.
LD: That was after all this happened when they realized,
SS: They needed one.
LD: Yeah.
SS: Okay, alright, great.
LD: Um, he was committed to the County Jail, now there was no facilities for a juvenile in the County Jail, but the jail was segregated. 
20:00
LD: So he was put in with the black, male prisoners. And they tortured him and just beat him up something awful. They killed him. Now what, after the carna—everything was done, you know, he’s dead, they sent him, they sent him to Carry Mayes’ funeral home. Now she, she was a city councilwoman. First one I believe—first black one.
SS: Yes, she wasn’t on the, she wasn’t on there yet, but yeah. But she was first black female, for maybe the first female, I don’t know.  But I don’t think she was on the city council quite yet.
LD: I don’t know.
SS: Cause I, I’ve looked at the, at the 1970
LD: Okay.
SS: Council book and she, she wasn’t there then, but I don’t know what you said.
LD: Okay, well she was shortly after. Anyway, either
21:00
LD: She didn’t believe the story or didn’t know it or whatever she thought the police did it apparently, apparently. That’s the only reason I can think of for her doing it. Cause I met her and got to know her later and I, I just, I just, I just can’t believe that she knew what, what she was unleashing when she did this. But she invited the neighborhood to come in and look at that kid’s body. And uh.
SS: So it wasn’t just Grady Abrams who saw it, it was . . . everybody?
LD: Well, that was the story I got of course I wasn’t there.
SS: Okay.
LD: But that’s what caused the meeting in front the courthouse that precipitated the riot. Um, while, they got the crowd together,
22:00
LD: and they’re standing on the steps of the courthouse and they’re directing their remarks and their protests to the, to the uh, I don’t know I guess the, the city council was there as well as the city, the county commission. Well actually it was the county’s problem—county police, jail staff, everything there was county; we had nothing to do with it. Course we ended up with the, but um, that’s when the Paine college students came down and see there in a crowd, you know, in the middle of the crowd. The police two, two details of the police . . . .

