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File – 1.1

GA: Have either passed or they are no longer around here.

SS: Yeah.

GA: So.

SS: You get comfortable following this around. This is good.

GA: Forty something years, you know that’s… that you lose a lot of actors.

SS: Yeah you do. I am just going to on check levels here.

GA: Okay.

 Yeah, I mean Bill Coleman wants to talk to you and I get the sense that bill has been, I think he has kind of been haunted by it. Because he gave me this like collection of essays,

GA: Um mhm

 GA: uh or not essays but articles. Like that he has been collecting over the years, 

GA: Right

SS: not just about the Augusta Riots but like just about riots in general.

GA:  Uh huh, yeah right. Well he had to do a talk down to the history museum and he needed some background information on the riots that happen other places, Detroit, Washington and places to give him a background to show that the riot that happen here had some

(1 minute) history across the nation. At least that is what he said down to his lecture.  

SS: Alright, well it looks like… It looks like my levels are ok. Is that okay comfortable for you?

 GA: Sure

SS: Does that feel awkward?

GA: Sure, I’m fine

SS: We can always adjust them

GA: I’m fine

SS:  Okay.

GA: I’m fine

SS:  off mic. (Pause) So, I have been trying you know find different stuff to read about this and your name comes up like in every article that I read and not just about, you know, your involvement with the group of ten but just more general speaking

GA:  uh mhm
SS: And so I was wonder if you could start off by telling me about like your, you know, your own background like reminding me a little about where you’re from and how you ended up getting into the politics that you did

(2 minutes) and all that sort of stuff

GA: Sure, sure. And so you want me to go all the way back to my childhood? Do you want me to pick up maybe where I got into politics and how I got into politics?

SS: First, you was born in Augusta?

GA: Born in Augusta

SS: And, tell me little about your family I guess. Start there, tell me

GA: Okay

SS: a little about your family.
GA: Okay, okay. I was born in Augusta, Ga. My parents (Pause)

SS: Keeping going you are fine. Don’t worry.

GA: My parents came from different parts of the state. My father was a farmer and my mother was a domestic worker 
(3 minutes). We lived in the area where the Medical College of Georgia was located. I say was located now that it has changed its name. But that area that that was bounded by Gwinnett street then and Ray Road avenue and 15TH street, it is now RA Dent Blvd, Lucy Laney Walker Blvd and it’s still 15th street. All of that area was… came up from urban renewal and we had to move from there in 1962. At the time I was teaching school at Lucy Laney High School and continued to teach after we moved 
 (4 minutes) to 10th street. That was in the heart of the city, 10th, around the what we called the golden block. It was during the golden area where black, many black businesses, was located and that, the vicinity. My teaching continued up until I left Lucy Laney in 1965. I went to Atlantic City did some cooking there in my brother’s restaurant. Came back home and did some cooking here until I had an incident to happen. I was cooking in a Boarding House and I was too proud to ask the landlord how to use the pressure cooker. Since I was a cook I thought I should have known that so 

(5minutes) as man usually do we try things first and then if they don’t work then we go back to the instructions. And so I was cooking black eye peas that day as I recall. I put them in the pot everything was going fine. Then I heard this whistle. And I went to check on the peas, and I kind of screwed the lid and this was something I shouldn’t have done I forgot all physics I had learned in school and the pot top blew up. Peas went up in the air, in the ceiling, all in my face, all over me. The landlord ran into the room to see what had happened. And I was so embarrassed I quit that job. I finally end up at Metropolitan Life Insurance Company here in Augusta. At that time, integration had just taken place
(6 minutes) this was 1965. In fact October of 1965, I went to Metropolitan to apply for a job. Now, this has significance in that there is no white insurance company, and I say white, white owned insurance company in Augusta, that had any blacks working for it. So I had some trepidations going there looking for the job because I kind of figured I was not going to be accepted. But then I needed a job real bad and I took that chance anyway. I went to Metropolitan, introduced myself, I guess the manager thought I was coming in to purchase some insurance but when I told him I was looking for a job he sat back and he caught his breath a little bit to kind of figured how
(7 minutes) he was going to respond to me because I may have been the first black to ask him for a job. He told me some of the things that needed to be done in order to apply. And I told him that I had done those things in Atlantic City, which I had done. And the reason I left Atlantic City and did not stay there to see the result of my tests and all of the things I had to go through to get the job. I had come back home to teach school in Waynesboro. But after I was told by the principal how much I would be making and that I would have to stay in Waynesboro for at least for four days a week, I decided that I was not gonna take that job. So back at the job at Metropolitan, I had already done all the preliminary work in Atlantic City and I

SS: In Atlanta or Atlantic City?

GA: Atlantic City, New Jersey

 (8 minutes)

SS: Really, when were you up there?

GA: Huh?

SS: When were you up there?

GA: I was up in Atlantic City from all the way from ‘61 to ‘65 during the summer and in ’65 I went up there to stay but then I got the call to come back to Augusta and go down to Waynesboro and teach and I decided that I didn’t want to teach in Waynesboro. And that is how I ended at the Boarding house for a teaching job I mean for a cooking job.

SS: But, so, I mean what were you doing up in New Jersey? Were you there for school?

GA: Oh I, when I graduated from high school I started going to Atlantic City to work. Boys in this town couldn't find work in the summer, at least black boys could not.  And we would travel up to up north to find jobs to work in kitchens. I washed pots and dishes 
(9 minutes) for four years while I was in college in Atlantic City and also here in Augusta at Richmond Hotel working my way through school. 
But the results came, and the Mr. Mackenzie, who was the manager at that Metropolitan, had Mr. Hershburg to call me who was the…one of the unit managers to let me know that he couldn’t hire me because he gotten a reference from the board of education that they did not recommend me for hire. And so I told Mr. Hershburg that, I ask him had I passed everything else and he said yes, everything else looked good except that. And I said listen, if I am qualified for the job then I think I should get the job. Those people who
 (10 minutes) are sending in that reference have something or an axe to grind and I don’t think you shouldn’t rely on their reference totally. Well, I hung up, and I was disappointed, didn’t have a job. I went out that night and I stay out unit 1 o’clock or so. And when I got home my mother told me that Mr. Hershburg had called back and he wanted to talk to me and I told her and I said I don’t know why he is calling me he already told me that he’s not gonna hire me so I’m not gonna call him back. And she kept badgering me about calling. And I, so I ended up calling him the next morning and he said, “Grady where have been? I have been looking for you, I called and you didn’t return a call,” and I said well I got in late. Then he told me that, he asked me, you ready to work?
(11 minutes) I said yes. He said well come on down Mr. Mackenzie decided to hire you anyway. And I was so happy I went down and I never forget that was October the 10th. I went down did the paperwork that needed to be done and started to work. I, the first year I wrote more insurance then anybody in the office. I was the top producer, won a trip to Bath, Canada and was the salesman of the year.  I got promoted a year later to manager and I worked there until 1970 when the riot occurred. I quit after the riot because Mr. Mackenzie had given me an opportunity 
(12 minutes) and I had a lot of controversy behind me after the riot and I didn’t want to bring that controversy into the company and so I quit, I resigned from Metropolitan and devoted my time out in the community working doing the community work.  Well that lasted for a while and I enjoyed that work but then came a time when I needed really needed a job and I just couldn’t find one in this town for political reasons. I finally was offered a job in Richmond, Virginia. Joe Jones who lives here in Augusta was heading up Urban League and he called me to the office and asked me did I want to, would I consider leaving town for a job and I told him yes and he had a recruiter in his office who was looking for blacks
(13 minutes) to work in some of the major companies around the nation.  And I accepted the job. Went to Richmond started working there and I would go over to Washington D.C. on the weekends.  And a couple of my friends were in Howard University Law School and they talked to me about into getting in Law school and I decided that that would be something I would try to do. I applied for law school and got accepted. But in the meantime, my wife had called me home saying that my son had started smelling himself a little bit and she needed me back to help raise him. And I can back home

SS:  But wait, what does that mean smelling himself a little bit?

GA: Well, he was trying to be a man and he had gotten out of hand and so I came back home and I turned down
(14 minutes) the acceptance to law school and stay here in Augusta. 

SS: You would have been a good lawyer.

GA: Still didn’t have a job and the same person Joe Jones called me to the office again and offer me job as an apprentice on worker. The unions were bringing in blacks at that time; I think they had an order from the government to start including blacks in their recruitment. And so I got in as an apprentice did the three years apprenticeship as an iron worker and turned out journeyman on worker and started working first at MCG we put, put up a building at MCG down lovers lane we were doing the sweetener plate down there and the Japanese could not get a 
(15 minutes) the clearance to produce the nature sweet and I ended up at the Savannah River Site and I stayed there for 27 years working as a foreman, a general foreman, a superintendent and cost I worked in cost, I worked in labor relations and I ended up being a labor relations manager at the end of my career. 

SS: Okay, so I am gonna back you up like 50 steps.

GA: uh huh

SS: You, so for what I have been reading, 80% of blacks in Augusta, in the 60’s, didn’t graduate from high school?

GA: Right

SS: You graduated from high school and where did you go to college?

GA: Paine College

SS: Okay

GA: and at Emory. I spent a summer in Emory

SS: what made you, what made you so different? I mean

 (16 minutes) what made, what made it possible for you? Was it just your own ambition?

GA:  Well it was my mothers. My mother always talked about educations she was, she was real, really into getting an education. She saw that as a way out, a way to move forward and my father though was not educated I think he may have gone to fourth grade. His children from the first wife were into education, so I came up around people who knew that education was something that you had to have in order to move forward. Especially, during segregation if you ever were going to have a chance you had to have an education during that era. And so I went to college and

 (17 minutes) it wasn’t difficult for me because I loved it. And you know when you love something you can do it, no matter how difficult it is.

SS:  Yeah, you seem like someone who loves to learn.

GA: Yes, and so that, that was the beginning of, of my career that ended as I said at Savannah River Site.  In between then, of course I, while I was at Metropolitan I was elected to Augusta City Council. That came about because of B.L. Dent, who was a council member at that time, a black council member. B.L. Dent came to my house one day and talked to me about politics and about my interim politics. 

(18 minutes) Up until that point I had not did anything but vote. 

SS: Why do you think that, why did he seek you out?

GA:  Well, because of my success at Metropolitan. Yeah, they had read about my success and becoming a millionaire producer. And I think it was something in hindsight that did something to the black insurance companies in Augusta. Kind of put them out of business because when I went in and started writing insurance over a thousand dollars most of the black companies were writing industrial insurance. And so while they were concentrating on that I was concentrating on writing the larger amounts. And blacks got introduce to, we can buy larger amounts of insurance and they did. And 

(19 minutes) get it cheaper in terms of the cost in the long run. And so, I was able to recruit some blacks and bring them in to the company and then other blacks went to companies like Credential and Mutual of Omaha. And so, black companies just faded out in Augusta couldn’t compete.  I didn’t go in the business to run blacks out I went in it to get a job. And you know, when integration came things became more competitive for blacks we weren’t in our own community competing with one another  we had to compete with the larger society and that I don’t think many of us were prepare to do so. In fact, I don’t think we were really prepared for integration. You know when you, when you come out of one
 (20 minutes) one way of life as we did in slavery and all of a sudden you’re free. What do you do, you never had freedom before, you don’t know what freedom is about, you don’t know the responsibilities of freedom.  And so, you are hanging out there and you don’t know what to do. And I think even with integration we didn’t prepare ourselves, we asked for integration but we didn’t prepare for it. We didn’t look ahead to see what are going to be the ramifications of integrating.  

SS: Can you like be more specific?  Can you give me some examples? 

GA: Well the restaurants in Augusta. The black restaurants that we had to go to, we couldn’t go to white restaurants. While we are out there marching to be integrated to be able to go to S&S cafeteria, any of the restaurants in town, Richmond Hotel or Lavonia Hotel and eat

(21 minutes). We weren’t preparing ourselves for understanding what will happen when blacks start going to the better restaurants. The restaurants that have more to offer, will you still be able to hold them or will you have to, will you have to, upgrade your services and what you have to offer. I don’t think we were really prepared. We thought that we could have integration and segregation too and it was almost impossible to have both. Either you were going to integrate or you was gonna stay segregated. 

SS:  And there was probably, while those black restaurants owners lost some of their customers to some of those better restaurants that served just whites. I imagined that those white customers weren’t going to those black restaurants.

GA: Oh no, no, no you never have the reversal you always had us going to them.

 (22 minutes)

SS: Right, so. 

GA: And, and, and, 

SS:  So you lost customers.

GA: Yeah, yeah.  You lost customers in moving, in neighborhoods, in real estate. You don’t see whites moving into move in black neighborhoods or moving from where blacks moved.  You know, we are the Last of the Mohicans and most and even people from South America, Hispanics don’t move in our neighborhoods when we move out.  And so we, we lost a lot in integration but that was a learning curve and I think we are still learning after forty something years and we haven’t recouped from integration. And that’s why you hear a lot of blacks who now are saying they are against integration because it took so much from us.  It didn’t take anything from us we gave it up, we, we gave it up. And 
(23 minutes) we chose that.

SS: Well I mean, but there was a reason that you wanted integration 

GA: Well, you wanted integration because you knew that was the only way you gonna become a full citizen in, in, in society to integrate. You couldn’t stay segregated and cause yourself, call yourself a citizen, you know, you had two standards there.  And we didn’t integrate just to mix with whites but we knew that whites had the better of things in the community, the better of things that the government was
Section 1.2

GA: responsible for our schools we had second hand books when I went to school. We had desks that came from the white school, no new desk. Desk with all their love notes and things on it came to us. And so we were living in a different world and we wanted out of that the world. We wanted to be able to participate fully in society. But at the same time we didn’t count the cost. There was cost to participate fully in society. I hear, I hear us now talking about they are taking Laney Walker away from us. They are taking Laney Walker Boulevard. And I listen to that argument but it doesn’t carry water. Laney Walker doesn’t belong to us. We lived on Laney Walker, some of us, MCG was on Laney Walker at the same time 
(1 minute)

 so they came claim Laney Walker just as much as we can. I think that is a false argument to have and plus what are we doing with Laney Walker. When you look down Laney Walker all you can see are churches and government building mostly. Where is our investment in the avenue we love so much? I don’t see it. And so I think we are conf, integration has confused us so much until by the time we figure it out we may  be in the next two or three generations to understand really what it mean and what can we do and how we can live in an integrated society successfully. We can’t live separately. It will cost us to live separately, as we want to live. Cost is too much.
 (2 minute)
SS: Yeah and, I mean I can see why there was that backlash. Because while you know, while there was that technicality of integration there were, it’s not like politically there was a lot that the city was working with the black population very much. I mean it didn’t give a whole lot
GA: No, it didn’t. Well it’s still a fight to be totally integrated into society. There is still a fight. You know if you don’t get a job and I don’t care how free you are. You can’t enjoy a society that is integrated.  And so, our integration is tied to economics. How far we go into integration is tied to economics. And, because if you want to live in the neighborhood where the better schools are 
(3 minute)

 you have to be able to purchase the homes in those neighborhoods. Even though they are still busing, not busing everybody so economics is our answer to really getting into an integrated society. And the problem is that there are so many of us that is on the lower level of the economic scale. So, even though, I can say I’m integrated. They are so many other blacks that can’t say that. Because they can’t move up that ladder to get them out of that not sure what he said where they are systemically segregated from society to society.
SS: So when, when B.L. Dent, you know, came to your home and said I think you should get into politics so tell me about that conversation.
GA: Okay well that conversation was that B.L. listen I don’t know anything about politics 
(4 minute)
Section 1.3

All I know is I vote. Well Grady, we’ll teach you we’ll teach you, we’ll tell you what to do and we’ll we just we, we do that for you. Now at the time there were 16 council members (pause) 13 were white, 3 were black. The King Pen in Augusta who was John Murray who owned Murray Biscuits Company at the time, big, big, big cookie producing company. He was the political Kingpins in Augusta. It was his decision that we should have another black on city council. The way the council was structure they were two members from each ward. Eight wards in the city 
(1 minute)
Of course the highly populated black wards did have a councilman to represent them. One of the wards, which was the second ward were B.L. Dent was. The white representative had termed out, he was terming out and they wanted to replace him with a black and that’s how I came in the picture. After talking to B.L. for a while I accepted the invitation. I said Hey, I can talk a challenge. He told me to be ready the following morning we were going down to talk to Mr. Murray. Had to be down there at 5 o’clock in morning, he got to his office really early and to get us out of the way we could get there at 5 o’clock and have a conversation with him. Well I met with Mr. Murray and he talked and he told
 (2 minute)
Me that how he felt about integration

SS: And how did he feel?
GA:  well he said that he was one the first to recommend blacks to serve on the Augusta Police Department and he had done other things for blacks in the city and so he wanted to see blacks involve in the community and that he thought it was about time to have another black in the second ward rather than a white and that B.L. had recommended me for the position. That he would pay all of my campaign expenses and that he would put all his support behind me which he did and I was elected.
SS:  What was you thinking about what he was doing? I mean were, did you believe he was altruistic?

GA: No, no, no no I believed that 
(3 minutes)That there was a need for more black representation that was the reason I accepted. Also when I went in there being naïve about politics I had thought that the people who served were there to serve the needs of the people. That they weren’t there for their own needs first and what was left over was giving to the people. But I soon found that out because I tried to be a keen observer and pay attention. I became disenchanted the ways things were going
SS: Can give me an example?
GA: Well, no attention paid to the community where I lived. The streets were bad they were serviced; the garbage wasn’t being picked up. All the services that the city should offer we were getting second class services in the black community.
SS: And were you actually part of the city or were you

(4 minutes)
GA: I was part of the city. I lived on 10th street right in the middle of the city in the second ward
SS:  And so it wasn’t just like communities that were in the county and not…
GA: Oh no, no, no,no, no this was in the city. And police brutality was happening. A lot of things were going on. There were a lot of dynamics at the time. I accepted the position and served and started to see how politics really operated and I became disenchanted. I tried to voice on the council floor the concerns of the community and I wasn’t paid much attention to. In fact one meeting the mayor walked out while I was trying to talk an address the concerns of the city citizens. They were there in the council meeting. Where they were down there to bring up 

(5 minutes) 

a list of concerns as I just mention some of those services that they weren’t getting.  And I guess the mayor become frustrated and agitated by their passion as they spoke. And he got up and went in his office, left the council chambers. Well we didn’t let that happen we went in his office. When I say we, myself and some other people follow him in his office and continue our conversation that we had. He saw that we weren’t gonna give up so he came back in his council chambers and continue the meeting. But as time went on and the riot occurred. After the riot, I  just said I can’t take any more of this I’m gonna resign.  I

(6 minutes)

Resigned during my first term before I termed out we were serving three years at the time. I resigned and gave the seat up I couldn’t do anything with them. Because I wasn’t going to aggress to the way they wanted me. Even the blacks on council were feeling a little uncomfortable with my addressing some of the concerns as I had done. Because  

SS: Can you give me some more examples. I’m sorry
GA: Their ideas of addressing concerns was in the backroom and getting together and if the man said no we can’t do that, that was the end of it. I wanted to bring things out in the opening and have open government. And let us see who is for you and who is against you and that was my reasoning for getting up on the council floor and addressing  those concerns. Yeah 
(7 minutes)

It was just more than I can take. I introduced, I,I, one year I said what we need to do, maybe yall are not sensitive to the things I’m talking about. We need a tour. We need a tour where you can go around  the community I live in and the community  I represent  and some of the others represent and see the conditions. And so we got a bus a couple of buses  as I recall and we toured those areas that I wanted them to see so they can become sensitive to what  I’m talking about and I’m not there  just running off at the mouth.  Because some of them never been in the neighborhood and didn’t know where places that  I  was talking were located. So they did get introduce to that. But like all other things you know you’re up and then after the excitement is over
(8 minutes)
People go back to their usual things.  And that’s what I saw going on we would talk about it and then go back to what we were doing, nothing. And I just got frustrated and resign. 

SS: Yeah, and how is , like, how your, how did the people in the ward see you?
GA: Well, they, when I offered my resignation prior to actually resigning, they called and they were asking me questions and some were telling me not to resign and don’t resign. But then they weren’t behind me , they weren’t supporting me when I need support when I needed them to stand up. They weren’t there. And so you can’t do it by yourself, the people that you are trying to convince

(9 minutes) have to see you have something behind you and when they didn’t see people behind me as they should have been. Well they just went back to status quo and I couldn’t stand the status quo and I resigned. 
SS: So, like, was one the things most frustrating for you the lack of response to the sewer and garbage issues that you had?
GA: Well it was lack of response and a lack of dignity paid to us period. We didn’t have any power.
SS: Do other black, the black counselors aren’t?

GA: The black council members didn’t have any power. The power they had it had be, it had to come from Mr. Murray or the Kingpins who said you could have power you had no raw power. 
(10 minute) And Of course the other three council members were older than me I. And they, they were more to the status quo than I was. I came in young I was 26 I believe and I had a lot of energy, wanted to see changes, had been a part of the civil rights movement and that kind of thing. The others members wanted to take a little more caution when moving. And I was saying we can’t wait, we can’t wait we need to move now. And that got me in a lot of trouble in this community from the white side. I was made responsible for the riot. I, later on I’m responsible 

(11 minute) for the murder of my girlfriend. Not many people have anything to do with me. I have paid a severe price for my involvement in politics and still paying for it. Which I guess comes with the, comes with the territory when you get in politics. You become target because, if people want to stop your, your arguments or the things that you are trying to do, they attack you. And when they attack you, people don’t know because they don’t, they’re not, they are relying on publications and these kind of things to tell them what you are and what you do because they don’t live with you. And a lot of that took place
(12 minute)

In this community. That’s how I ended up working out at Savannah River Site starting over from scratch in the ditch. After having taught school and having been city councilman and all of those things

SS: Yeah, when you say that I was really struck. 
GA: Yeah had to start over
SS: Um, it so complicated its such uh I mean like, your life is so deeply in trench in what, in what the city’s history is and it’s  so, it not like there is a single thread we can trace and say oh that was all of it

GA: No,no. 
SS: That’s why.
GA: So many, so many things, so many things. I’m afraid to even talk about my life in totality because there’s so many things
(13 minutes)

That seems so out of whack, unbelievable, are you exaggerating?, that didn’t happen and some people think you’re crazy. When you talk about the things that you’ve have gone through, the rejection, the a lot of things just so much. I just don’t talk about them because nobody is going to, nobody wants to hear about them really. 

SS: Well where is (not sure what you are saying)  I imagine every time you talk about it you’re, you know, you’re putting out your heart and soul, that’s that’s, what are you getting back?
GA: Yeah, yeah you don’t, you don’t get much back. And every time you talk about it, it just rehashes those things that, that are hurtful, that are hurtful and 
(14 minute)

You don’t want to talk about them unless you really have to talk about them or feel you need to talk about them. I don’t know I, had I , had an opportunity or if I had an opportunity to do it over again I think I would do the same thing, because this is  just me, you know. What I did is just me I can’t think of what else I would of done. That’s my involvement the things I fought for, the unpopular stances that I take that other people may not take and my find that I shouldn’t take and why don’t you leave that alone. That’s just not me I have to see things to the end. I was in there working on my computer for the last two or three 
(15 minute) weeks and I just couldn’t find what I was looking for to fix the problem and I wouldn’t stop and I wouldn’t call on anybody because I wanted to find it myself.  Because there’s nothing like finding something yourself you just get it, validates who you are. That you are searcher and you, when somebody gives you the answers it’s not like you finding it yourself and that’s the way I have always been.

SS: So um let’s talk about the, let’s talk about the stuff that was happening in ’69 and ’70  that led up to the riot and then let’s talk about the riot. Now I know we already did but because we did that for GPB
GA: Um hum
SS: We can’t use it here. So we have to do it again. I’m sorry.  
GA: Right, Right Okay
SS: And do you, do you want to take a break for a minute?

(16 minute)

GA: No, no we, we 

SS: We have been talking now for about an half an hour or so?

GA: We can go on
SS: Okay

GA: Yeah, we can go on sure.

File 1.4

GA: In 1969 my nephew Ricky Patterson was 19 years old and Ricky had become a heroin addict. I had done everything that I could to help him solve that problem. I even went to Savannah and took him before Judge Lawrence fellow judge. To try to get him into a drug problem in Louisville, KY. I believe it was. On the way to savannah I talk to Ricky about the opportunity he had in his reach to turn his life around. And we had a long

(1 minute)

Talk those 2 1/2 / 3 hours that we rode down to Savannah. And I was convinced that he had made his mind up to actually get some help. Well when we go to the court and Ricky was called up and the judge asks him if he was ready to go into this program. Ricky thought for a minute or two and he shook his head and he told the judge no he wasn’t ready. And I sat and looked at him; I was so disappointed because I really thought that he wanted some help. In fact I was so angry with him I left him in Savannah to my uncle’s house. I didn’t want to ride back with him I just, I was, I had reach wits
(2 minute)

End. And so later on Ricky ended up in jail for some reason I forgot just what. But before his being in jail he had forged these checks on my account and my father’s account and had cashed them at two supermarkets. Well I reported this to his mother who was living in New York. And she asked me to go around to the supermarkets and find out what happen and to reimburse those people for the money that Ricky had beat them out of and I did that. But one of the supermarkets I went to, to see the manager I found 
(3 minute)

The manager was not there and I left and I came back and I walked into the store and I saw the owner of the store talking to two white men dressed in jackets and I didn’t want to disturb them. And I walked passed them to the back of the store and waited to see when the left. Well they weren’t leaving so I walked back toward the front of the store and one of the men approached me and I asked me if my name was Grady Abrams and I told him yes. He said, “well show me some identification boy.” I said for what he said because I ask you. I said I don’t have to show you anything because you ask me. He grabbed me by the collar and I didn’t know who he was he hadn’t showed me anything and I kind of put my hand on him. And he told me 
(4 minute)

Then that I was arrested and I said for what and he said for not cooperating. So he walked me out the store he and the other investor and they put me in the patrol car not the patrol car in their plain car and they started asking me questions. And I wouldn’t answer them the question and Johnson took his stick and he swung at me and I ducked back in the seat and I’m saying to myself these people go to be crazy, what. And so they called headquarters to find out if they had anything on me to hold me for and headquarters called back and told them they didn’t have anything on me. And they told me that they were still going to take me to jail. By this time, Tommy Olds who
(5 minute)

Worked on Augusta Police Department and Cook, I mean un,uh what  was the other detective name. There was another detective with him came up to the car and they said oh that’s Mr. Abrams he’s a city councilmen. They said well were gonna take him to jail because he didn’t cooperate with us. And they talked a while and they left. Hilabrent, who is the manager of the store came up, they called him over and talked to him. He looked in the car, Oh yes that is Mr. Abrams he, still gonna talk him to jail he wouldn’t cooperate with us. They ended up taking me to jail and tried to get me to sign a waiver so that I could be locked up and I told them that I wasn’t gonna sign anything. They got angry and they called down to the courthouse this was

(6 minute)

Late in the afternoon. Called down to the courthouse and found out that one of the judges were still there. They asked him could they come down for a hearing. We went down for the hearing, and I was question and they were questioned.  I was excused to go outside and the district attorney and the judge sat there and looked in law books to see if they was anything they could hold me with and after looking and searching the law they found they couldn’t hold me because first I didn’t have to show him any identification when he approach me because I wasn’t driving I wasn’t operating a vehicle and that they had not put me under arrest and anything. And so they couldn’t do it what they wanted to do. And they turned me loose and I walked back to the Desota? Soda? Club on 9th street.
(7 minute)

I was really really angry and when I got in the Soda Club and some of the people that knew me had been looking for me because I had taken a fellow out to unity to with me to take care of this situation and he had gone back and told the people that I knew that I had been arrest. And they called down to the jail and the jail told them I wasn’t there and they got concern about well he arrest why isn’t he. Finally when I walked in to the club and they saw me they were happy and then they asked me what happen and I told them. They got on the phone and called the Augusta Chronicle and spoke to Harris the editor and he told us to come down to the newspaper that night. We went down to the newspaper and I told him what had happen and gave him the whole story and they wrote the story up
(8 minute)

The next day they had an editorial in the paper about it. They had several editorials trying to get the sheriff to do something what his two men had done. Finally the sheriff did suspend one for a week I believe it was and that was the end of it. Now, while we were meeting with the sheriff that is how we go the name the committee of ten because the newspaper saw ten of us going into the sheriff office to get resolution to this problem. And they said ten blacks went in to talk to the sheriff. We decided that was a good name for our organization the committee of ten. Well that took place; I ended up suing the sheriff’s department later on and peculiar thing happen. My lawyer did not tell me
(9 minute)

Of my court date and I thought that was very peculiar for a case that I had against the sheriff department for a $150 thousand dollars. That I have a lawyer that doesn’t inform me that I need to be in court and I read it in the paper the next day that Grady Abrams didn’t show up.

SS: Even if your lawyer had showed up that would have been alright but your lawyer didn’t show up
GA: Yeah, lawyer didn’t show up
SS: Do you have a sense for why they went after you? Do you think it had to do with your role in city council?
GA: Yeah, Yeah uh uh Yeah all of that. 
(10 minute)

The riot, the riot and all of these things, all of these things contributed I believe, all of these things contributed to the treatment I had in this town. My voice on city council, my telling the community about the boy that had been murder in jail on my radio talk show. They are saying that if I hadn’t brought this up the riot would not t have occurred.  See my question is should I have seen a tragedy and not spoken about it. I thought I had a responsibility after seeing it I was a city councilman at the time and I had responsibility to inform the community 
(11 minute)

What had taken place. I had asked the community to come down to the jail with me so that we can approach the officials and find out what happen. They did come down to May Park we did go into the jail we did question Bliden and Footsakins about what happen to the boy and we all got the same story that he had fallen off the bunk. And that’s how he did died and I couldn’t accept that story because I had seen the body in the morgue. Now they could of told that story to people who didn’t see the body but I had seen that body and I couldn’t accept it. That boy’s body was,was, the back of his head was busted open, he had three long gashes in his back about a half inch deep and maybe about 8 inches long or so, he had cigarette burns all over his body
(12 minute)

, he had fork marks where somebody had punched him with a fork and it was in horrible condition. But that was the beginning; the immediate cause of the riot was what happen to Oakmen in jail. But there had been a lot of other a lot of other incidents  simmering in the community that were they underline reasons for the riot that happen May 11th. 
SS: Some of that was the sewer, and garbage and work, road conditions
GA: And police brutality and those kinds of things and things that were happening in other cities I imagine. Augusta was not unique in to that kind of deficiency in services.  But that’s what lead up to
(13 minute)

Riot .when, when I went to the courthouse on Monday morning to meet  with Macky Moherion
SS: Uh huh
GA: Mackey was the chairman of the county commission at the time. At that time Augusta had two governments you had the county government and the city. Mackey was chairman of the county government and I served on city council. So we served on two governmental bodies but we were the only two that were dealing with the issue. I didn’t see any another council members or commissioner or commission members at that meeting. Well we met and we were tired figure out first what we were going to do with the youth that were left in 
(14 minute)

GA: The county jail. They should not have been there in the first place. We decided that we wrote a memorandum. That we would get those kids out of the jail 
SS: And that had also been a long term problem. The police long been putting kids in the county 
GA: Sure, absolutely, absolutely. And so while we were doing that the crowd gathers in front of the courthouse on the Greene Street side. And cops were there in the medium on Greene Street and we were warn by Tommy Olds who was there in the office with us keeping a visual on the crowd below and he told us we that needed to hurry up with whatever we were doing because they crowd was getting larger and they were getting out of hand. We got the memorandum done and I went downstairs to talk to the crowd to let them now
(15 minute)

We were going to move those kids out of the jail. We didn’t address the Oakmen problem because nothing we could do about that but we could get those kids out of jail. And the crowd was in no mood to listen to anything at the point. 

SS: Did you know the people in the crowd?
GA: I knew some of them. Sure.
SS: And like what were some of the things they were saying?
GA: There just weren’t listening and I think what had happen. And I want history to be as correct as it can be. I think the crowd was being whipped up by an organization in town. Now, I don’t want to give that much credit to Matters but he did sell communist plot but there was no a communist plot. There was a group in town that wanted to see 

(16 minute)

Some action and they got what they wanted to see.

SS: And who was that group?
GA: (Long Pause) they called themselves the Black Panther but I don’t know rather they were. It was a group; it was a person in town named Wilbert Allen. Wilbert was heading up that group. Wilbert and I had gotten into a little dispute earlier in February of that year the riot happen. A cop got called in Allen homes and Wilbert was down there trying to whip up some action and he and I got into a dispute about that. And I told you man you getting ready to have a massacre down here. This cop has gotten killed and you up here trying to start black people
(17 minute)

Taunting these cops in all of this and so we ended that conversation and I thought it was all over but when we got back to our office Wilbert had taken over our office. He had gone with his group and had gone in our office and he was sitting at the desk with his feet up on the desk and his men standing in front of the office with shotguns. And ,you know, I’m saying  what’s going on? We taking over. I said no you’re not you gonna get you blank blank out of here and we had a few words but they finally left.
SS: And when you said your office you mean the city
GA: The committee of ten office. We had an office on Mills street that we served as our office location for doing community services

(18 minute)

Well he left and from that time on I have been highly suspicious of Wilbert and I could be wrong. But Wilbert has always shown up when there is a disturbance and after there is a disturbance Wilbert leaves. When Ryan B. a radio talk show host was in town Wilbert Allen was right on top of that. Every day with Ryan B. taunting the black community about this and the whites are doing that. You know it was  just a black white racial type of talk show going on and Wilbert was participating in it  just about every day and one day Wilbert brought up an allegation and said that the sheriff had killed a black 
(19 minute)

Man on Olive Road. Now a black man did get killed on Olive Rd by the sheriff’s department but it wasn’t Sheriff Strength that did it and Wilbert knew that but Wilbert told the radio talk show host Ryan B. that and Ryan B. kept repeating it on his show that the sheriff is a murder and blah blah blah and he had done this and done that and so they ended up suing him suing Ryan B. for that but they didn’t touch Wilbert. Wilbert was the one who told Ryan B. on his show that the sheriff had kill this boy. And I’m saying to myself wait a minute why are they going after Ryan B. so much and not Wilbert Allen. I was reading something on 
(20 minutes)

In, on the computer one day about the Black Panthers and what have you. And I read an article that came from North Carolina that had Wilbert Allen’s name in it. And I’m saying wait, could this be the same Wilbert Allen that I know. And he was supposed to be a Black Panther and he had ratted out somebody in, I think in the Black Panther. And they had called him in to find out had he done that and he told them no blah blah blah. And I’m saying to myself could Wilbert Allen be an informer because he was always around when trouble is there and he disappears when there’s no

(21 minute)

Trouble. The programs that he said he was interested in they disappear too when he said he’s gone. So he’s no longer interested in helping the community and feeding the community all of those things that he is supposed to be interested in. When the disturbance goes Wilbert goes that worries me, I have a problem with that and haven’t been able to figure that out or get that connection about Wilbert Allen. 

SS: Do you know if he is still alive?
GA:  I haven’t heard him on radio and that’s the only way I will know that he’s still around. He was supposed to be living in Harlem, Georgia at that time when he was talking to Ryan B. Harlem, Georgia 
SS: So was Wilbert was at, was one of the guys that was in front of the courthouse?
GA: Yeah if you look at that film that the
(22 minute)

I think CBS, NBC made that I was in. Wilbert Allen is right there at the courthouse you can see him standing around and you can see everybody else is doing something but he’s stand around

SS: Watching

GA: Watching

SS: Can you give me, do you know, did you remember any other names that, who was there?
GA: I tell you, those names are at the courthouse. Boy, the ones that I know are dead. There were a lot of young people there. But I can give you three names of people who know something about what happen, Roscoe Williams, Mallory Millender 
SS: Yeah I heard of Mallory
GA: Yeah
(23 minute)

SS: I wasn’t sure if he was still around or not
GA:  Yeah, Mallory and Jimmy Carter

SS: I was gonna ask you how to get a hold of him because I know who he was associated with Paine

 GA: Yeah

SS: but Paine is so trapped in its 

GA: Yeah

SS: mess right now they aren’t making any phone calls. 

GA: Jimmy lives up there in the pink building on the river. The apartments that are on the river

SS: Uhh

GA:  What’s the name of it?
SS: Down in Augusta?
GA: Yeah, Yeah the tallest
SS: It was like a French name

GA:  Yeah, Yeah that’s where Jimmy lives. 

SS: Okay

GA: Of course Mallory you can get him out of the phone book and he can give you Jimmy phone number because they are all together Roscoe you can get his number

SS: Who’s Roscoe?

GA: Roscoe Williams was he worked up to Augusta State he was the Dean of men up there at one time. 

SS: Okay

GA: Yeah taught up there and taught at Paine I believe

(24 minute)

He did. Josey we all went to Paine together. 

SS: Okay

GA:  Mallory and I went to Paine all three of us went to Paine.

SS: Okay

GA:  Yeah. Those are the ones that would know most about it that I know of. Other people have information that they heard but direct information they had some direct relationship with what took place.
SS: There was a pastor there too, right?
GA: Reverend Hamilton. C.S. Hamilton we met at his church that Sunday night before the riot. He was a city councilman at the time and he invited us to come down to his church for a rally which we did. 
SS: Hm ump 

GA: Hm ump

SS: Okay

GA: Hm ump

SS: Hm, did

GA: Now he’s dead.
SS: Yeah, I’m sure. What’s the name of his church?

GA: Uh, what?

SS: The name of his church

GA: Tabernacle , that’s right

SS: Tabernacle 

GA: Hm ump

(25 minute)
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GA: When we had left the jail that Sunday night Rev. Hamilton invited us down to his church to rally. I went down and I told the audience what I had seen I repeated what I had done on the radio earlier that day. And some other people got up and spoke and we decided that the following day that I would go down and meet with Mackey Moheron and that’s how I got with Mackey. And that was the extent of what happen in that meeting
SS: So it was just a community meeting of the church or was it just 
GA: It was a community meeting of what had taken place since we hadn’t gotten answers well answers that we were seeking. We decided to go down to his church and 
(1 minute)

Decided what’s our next step. 
SS: How many, was so the committee of ten was there too? Was it, was that part of it?
GA: Committee of ten?
SS: Uh huh.
GA: No, the committee of ten wasn’t, we, yeah we were all, you know, not as a group that we went there but individual members were there.
SS: And how many people were at that meeting?
GA: (blows into mic)

SS: Just, I mean roughly

GA: Yeah, may of have half the church, half of the bottom pews of the church may have been crowded there. Because not everybody knew that we were going to have the meeting at Tabernacle. We made that impromptu; he made that impromptu suggestion as we were leaving the jail. So we had no time to inform the whole community that we were going to meet at Tabernacle. 

SS: So it was really, it sound like the purpose of the meeting was to get with the people who were the, you know, had the
(2 minute)

I don’t know. Had the most reasonable minds in the community and the biggest voices and get them all together and discuss what question of view?
GA: We wanted to find out first what really took place and so I had information about what I had seen and what  had been said at the jail when we went for answers and so that was what we wanted to discuss and what would be the next step. You saw this body and you are suspicious of it and then what are you going to do next. The police have seen the body they have not done anything about it. The just send it to the morgue and hope it going to be bury and everything is going to be over. So they, they are not making any effort to do anything other than charge those inmates that were in the cell with this boy and put it on them. 
(3 minute)

I was of the opinion that the boy could not have all of the injuries on his body that I saw and jail officials not know anything about it. That’s my contention and I haven’t gone as far and saying that they did it. But how can all of these injuries happen to a body and you not know about it and you are responsible for each and every person in that jail. And you are going to surk your responsibility and send the body to the morgue and you are not going to really say anything about it. If Kerri Mayes hadn’t call me that night when she went to go pick up the body at the morgue and told me that 
(4 minute)

She was suspicious of how that body looked and the explanation that she had gotten and she wanted me to come and take a view of it. Which I did, and when I went into the morgue and Willie Mayes, and you can talk to Willie Mayes too if you want to, I don’t how much he want to talk since he owns a business and he may not want any publicity I haven’t seen his name crop up at any time with any of the reporting that has been out there on the murder. So I don’t know how much you can get on him. But when he pulled that sheet back that was when I knew that this didn’t happen the way they explained it to us, uh to Kerri Mayes, Yeah.
SS: It’s the Mayes Funeral Home? Is that the name of the funeral home?

GA: Mayes Mortuary 

SS: Hm, how did they know you? 

(5 minute)

How did Willie and Karlynn know you?

GA:  Well I had live on 10th street, their funeral business was on 9th street directly behind where I live and we were in the same neighborhood. All of my family had been buried at the funeral home and Kerri was interested in politics herself. She had not become a councilwoman at that time but later on she ran and become a councilwoman. And Kerri suffered some of the same things I suffered. Because she was out front in the neighborhood and in her representations she was out front with it. And the power structure did not like she they did not care for her. In fact, I have a document where the chief of police saying he was eavesdropping on

(6 minutes)

Kerri’s conversations and that he wanted her out of office. And he saying about me talking about me that he wanted me arrest at all cost because I was smoking marijuana. And he sent his people to get me. One day I happen to be sitting on a log in front of the Soda Club on night. And a load of the cop’s vasquad passed by and they stopped the car all of sudden and jumped out and ran back to me. And I was saying what, and they grabbed me up and lean me across the car and patted me down and looked all around. And I said what is this all about. Where it is? Where it is? What are you talking about? They didn’t see anything didn’t find anything. So that harassment was out there and with Kerri
(7 minute)

It was out there with her too. She suffered a lot. In fact, she suffered a stroke that lasted ten thirteen years she was unable to talk. It’s just; a lot of things happen that you can’t; don’t have those explanation for. With people who had a voice or people who really wanted to talk or say something in this community, things happen. Things happen. And so that’s how I got to know Kerri.
SS: And why she called you?
GA: And why she called me, I was a city councilman at the time.
SS: That thing when they frisk you at the Soda Club, was that before or after the riot?
GA: That was 
(8 minute)

(Pause) before the riot. That was before the riot. 

SS: They were really after you. My gosh
GA: Wait a minute. Hold it. No. I’m sorry, that was after the riot because I wasn’t working then. Uh huh, yeah.
SS: Hm, Okay so you announce it on your radio show and you talk about what you seen and you suggested people should meet you at May Park. 

GA: Uh huh

SS: And everyone met at May Park. And there was like, I think I remember you telling me, like 200 people. 

GA: Could of been. Could have been. Right. All in front of the, Well, as I recall the people were lined 
(9 minute)

Up across May Park in front of the jail. This is the old jail which is toned down there, get a picture of it. But they were lined up along 4th street in May Park. And so, it could 0f been 200 people there. Could have been.

SS: And the sheriff came out and talk?
GA: No, the sheriff stayed inside. We went inside. Charlie Harris, one of the commissioners one of the community activist in town, black. We went inside and inquiry the sheriff was there, Foots Atkins. 
SS: Is it Foots?

GA: Well they called him Foots because he feet, I guess, were so big. What’s his real, what’s first name? Everyone has called him Foots for so long till, you know, you lose their first long in the whole thing.

(10 minute)

But anyway, he was there and we spoke with him and we spoke with the District Attorney Barden. And they give us the same spill that he had fallen off the bunk and he was in a card game with his fellow inmates and he lost a game and one of the consequences of losing was to get hit. And they had hit him, he had fallen off the bunk and they thought he was alright and a little later they looked at him, he didn’t move. And then they called the officials and said something wrong with him. And the found out he was dead. I mean that story is too short for me; it got to be a little longer than that. Yeah.
SS: And that was with people were kind of upset about when they were in front of the courthouse but it wasn’t the only thing.

(11 minute)

 I mean, like you saying before it was just the tip of the iceberg.
GA: Yeah, Yeah
SS: So hm, what time is it?
GA: Uh, It’s ten
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SS: So you are outside the courthouse and Wilbert is there and the pastors’ there and a whole bunch of other people are there. 
GA: Uh huh
SS: And…
GA: Now that pastor that was there was Arthur Sims. That’s the pastor that was there at the courthouse with us. When I went outside to speak, Arthur Sims tried to speak to the crowd too but they wouldn’t listen to him either. He suggested that we meet at the corner of 9th and Grenite Street and rally. And that’s when we left and starting walking in that direction and when I got to 9th and Miller streets someone tossed a rock at a public bus. And that’s started the riot in my eye sight
(1 minute)

In that area. I understand there was some action down on Broad Street some trash cans turned over up on the hill there was some action. But where I was that was the beginning of the riot in that area.

SS: Okay. And like, I mean, can you walk me through that? Can you describe it for it me? Can you describe what you were seeing and how you were feeling?
GA: Well, we were walking, as I said, we were walking toward the destination and somebody in the crowd, there were several was us walking together. It wasn’t like everybody at the courthouse were walking in the same direction. There was some maybe walking in a different direction there were some maybe went in a different direction to arrive at the same place. But with me there may have been ten people walking along aside and one of those persons tossed a brick
(2 minute)

At the Wrightsboro Rd bus that was coming by. And then when that happen other people started throwing rocks. Not only at the bus but at all white people that came through the area. We ended up at the rallying point but by the time we got there the riot had started so there was no need for a rally at that point. 

SS: Before you get into that tell me more like were you, when you were walking all that way cuz that’s good six blocks
GA: Yeah. Yeah.
SS: You were trying 
GA: We were just trying 
SS: (No idea what you said)
GA: We were just trying to get where we were going. Nobody said anything about rioting nobody shown any indication that they wanted to riot or anything with the people I was walking with. But when that bus passed by, when that bus passed by somebody took an opportunity to throw it at the bus rather they was
(3 minute)

Throwing it because it belongs to the city. That could have been a reason for it because it was city property. I don’t know uh rather there was a white bus driver driving at that time, there weren’t any black bus driver so it could have been because you had a white bus driver, don’t know. But I do know that when we got to 9th and Grenite every white person that was coming through that area was either attack or was found out that other people were attack and turned around and went a differnt direction.  That kind of action was just taken place rapidly as things started moving rapidly after the first rock was thrown, brick was thrown. And so now I’m there at 9th and Grenite Street, Hey this is a riot
(4 minute)

And there’s nothing I can do about it. And it is that the nothing cops are doing about it because I saw one cop was behind the drug store on Laney Walker hiding behind the drug store he wasn’t coming out trying to stop anything he didn’t have the equipment didn’t have the (not sure what he said)  to do anything about it but just watch it. But later that day I called Chief Bequest and I asked him if he could move the cops out of the area then we could probably get in there and talk to the people.
SS: How did you get a hold of the chief?
GA: I called him. I called him on the phone. 
SS: So, how did you get his phone number?
GA: I just went to the phone, phone book. 
SS: Okay

GA: And

(5 minute)

And found phone his number. 

SS: Like in a phone booth.
GA: Yeah. No, I was at somebody, I sitting on a porch on Laney Walker. After I left 9th and Grenite Street, I went up the street on Laney Walker that is Grenite Street, I sat on Mrs. Hatcher’s porch she was a school teacher at Laney. I sat on her porch because one of the persons in the committee of ten named John who was white who had come down from Massachusetts to help with committee organizing was living at Mrs. Hatcher’s house.  And so we went to, and some of us went to Mrs. Hatcher’s house and sat on the porch where we can get a view of what was taken place. And that’s where I called the chief and asked him if he could move the cops out of the area we may be able to help stop this thing. And well the cops weren’t moved
(6 minute)
Out of the area.

SS: But wait. I want you tell me some more about that, I mean like
GA: Well he
SS: How were you feeling? Like
GA: Well he agreed, He said he would
SS: No, No, No, not about the chief about you. Like when you were like Oh my God this is a riot. 
GA: Yeah, well I can’t explain it because I was too into what’s going on. I haven’t time to think about it, you know, we gotta take some action we gotta do something. That’s why called the chief I couldn’t just sit there and be a spectator. And then we went out in the street after I called the chief we went out in the street in the middle of 9th street trying to quail a riot. And…
SS: And how?

GA: Well we were just telling the people, hey stop, don’t, you know that’s all we could do is talk, don’t do that, and nobody was listening it was in full swing and that’s when Captain Beck
(7 minute)

Got his men lined up on 9th street and they started advancing toward the crowd that was more toward the YMCA where the first rock was thrown. And there was a juke joint on the corner where the crowd was also. But while we were out there trying to stop the crowd the Captain Beck told us to get out of the way that he is in charged now and that’s when the men started shooting. They weren’t shooting horizontal they were shooting up in the air. And live why was popping and all of this falling from the shots that were fired. They were shooting I guess buck shoots or whatever and when that’s started happening we just
(8 minute)

Got out of the way.
SS: Where did you go?
GA: I think we went back to Mrs. Hatcher’s house. And it was really on then, it was really on. I stayed at Mrs. Hatcher’s house until dusk then I went home. And I got a call from somebody saying that one of the national television stations wanted to do an interview and so I went back out on Laney Walker and met with the news people and did an interview there with them. And the town was still burning, smoke was still rising, you could see fires all in East Augusta and all over town you could see the smoke rising during that time. The riot was over there was still some sniper fire going on. It went on for 2 or 3 days afterward but the 
(9 minute)

Heat of the passion was over by dusk and those boys that got killed, six boys that got killed my understanding they were killed running out of stores or looting stores. They were not making any advances toward the cops or doing anything of that nature. And they were all shot in their backs which indicated that they were not offensive at all. They were in a defensive mode they were running away and got shot.
SS: Did you, I mean, what conversations do you remember having about the riot?  Like with people, do you remember?
GA: I tell you, you know, when so much is going on, the light of conversations that you have
(10 minute)

You forget them you just remember the outstanding things that made an impression on your mind. There were a lot of things, people come to me where they have come to me and told me some things that I was right there and had forgotten about. So, you know, selective
SS: Yeah 
GA: Memory sometimes. Those things that impact you the most you’re going remember the most, be remember the most. The light of conversations are kind of difficult for me to pick up on them.
SS: Yeah I figure as much but I guess I’m just thinking about like that question. Like with one of your questions why is this happening?
GA: Uh huh, uh huh
SS: and like what did you end up?
GA: Well I concluded that it happen because people refuse to live up to their responsibility and address the concerns
(11 minute)

Of the community. I believe if the officials had come out with the truth if they weren’t in involved, then nothing would of happen. And they want to blame me for making the announcement; I didn’t start the riot I made the announcement more than 24 hours had passed by the time the riot occurred after my announcement. Riots are spontaneous things and they don’t happen because they get the news now and 2/ 3 days later they are going to riot about it. It’s a spontaneous thing.  So I just felt bad that we didn’t have officials in the community who were willing to communicate with the people. I should have not been the one upfront making that announcement somebody in the police department should of address the community and said we have had a death

(12 minute)

In this community in this jail; this is what we believed happened and blah blah blah. They didn’t do anything until after the fact.
SS: Yeah and it doesn’t seem like anything good came out of that riot, come out of that.

GA: Not worth six lives. Especially shoot in the back if it had been shot you know, in the wall that would have been a different thing. But they took advantage of these people they shot them in the back and they had all of the weapons, they had all, they had everything on their side and they decided we would kill them.
SS: It almost like make me wonder, you know, we talk about the riot and riots in general in terms of black frustration and anger. But
(13 minute)

Last night some mention and dissertation to me that was about politics from like the forties through the riot in Augusta. And so, I haven’t read the whole things, I just read the last, second to the last chapter well third and second to the last. 
GA: Uh huh
SS: Anyway the guy like pointed out that medical official from at the hospital
GA: Oh yeah
SS: they noticed that they were mostly white injuries and then it switched to being all black injuries. And so like it’s not just black people were angry, I mean, white people we obvious angry and taken out their angry.
GA: Well yeah, they were angry with blacks, that blacks were rioting they weren’t angry about the boy being killed in jail 
(14 minute)

I don’t think. And so they got caught up in some injuries too. Especially those that came through black communities. Sure they were attack. Now, I don’t, there is no justification for rioting. I’m not here to justify the riot any more than I would justify a riot after a ball game, you know, it doesn’t make sense, Why am I rioting I just won the championship? And why am I rioting and you’re gonna burn up my neighborhood, doesn’t make sense either. But when people are frustrated they don’t think (pause) well. Because frustration takes over you thought process and all you want to do is get even. But who are you getting even with? 
(15 minute)

That’s the problem. Who are you getting even with and what good is going to come out of it? But as I said, there may have been some motivation from a group in town that built people up to that point prior to the riot, waiting on that opportunity to happen. And if somebody could explain to me, and I’m not accusing him, if somebody could explain to me Wilber Allen’s role in all of the things that have taken place in Augusta disturbances, race relations. I kind of suspicious of where he is coming from and he is a black man and I’m not gonna protect him because of that, you know, I just want things to be right. And
(16 minute)

If he was wrong and he was working as an informer then I think he did just as much harm to this community as the people who were just out right wanting to go out there and just do something. He was working with law enforcement and so, you know, that’s, that was the disturbing part to me of the whole thing. What was the involvement of people I knew in this thing and what were they doing it for? We were trying to help the community I don’t know what they were doing. 
SS: And after that it got really hard to do anything. 
GA: Yeah, yeah it got hard to do anything. And I’ve been ineffective since
(17 minute)

That part. I’ve tried to reintroduce myself to the community write letters, articles things to just try to help but nobody is listening to me, nobody is listening. I Facebook I put something on there, get no comments. It just as if we pretend he’s not here he will go away. It just seems that way to me.
SS: And you get from, you know, across color lines?
GA: Across color lines, black more so than whites. It’s simply because I’m more close, I’m closer to blacks to hear and to know what they are thinking and saying. There’re blacks in town that call me an Uncle Tom and which I’ve agreed with them. I am an Uncle Tom I’m the kind of
(18 minute)

Uncle Tom that was in the book Uncle Tom’s Cabin. You know, I’m an Uncle Tom who cares about people whether they are black or white. And I’m submissive to authority and you have to be submissive to authority people who are over you, okay. If they are in authority in the right way and they are black in town who feel that you are selling out if you agree with the white man on anything, I don’t care what it is. You are not supposed to agree with him. Take the Laney Walker situation, it’s because it seems like white people want those two blocks but MCG, Georgia Health
(19 minute)

Sciences, belongs to the citizens we have a stake in that hospital too. And so, I just don’t want to view everything in terms of black and white I just don’t want to do that because we been that route before. And if we ever get back in to that the way it was in my day and time I know how difficult it can be in race relations and I don’t want to be like any other people that have a consistent fight with one another. I don’t to be a hat fill in my coy. And we are the underdog and we have to be very careful how we deal, I learned over the years, how you deal with 

(20 minute)

The people you feel are against you. Especially when they have all the resources and seemingly all of the power, you a have to tiptoe, you have to tiptoe; you have to really be a good negotiator. I learned that working as a labor relations manager with the unions, you know, you’re natural enemies of one another management and labor.  So you can’t go as if you’re the only kid on the block you got to kind of tiptoe and you know, work with the other side and I see a lot of us not willing to do that, in this day and time. That’s the lesson I learned you have to work with people. We not living in my era where we were just coming into that new found freedom where you had to fight and you had to assert yourself. Now it’s a time for a good strategy of how we

(21 minute) 
Can work with the other side if you want to call them the other side. And live together and get some things done, that’s what I’m interested in, I’m interested in if you are going to put someone in position, let’s now try to put the best qualified person in that position and not put somebody in there because he’s black or he’s white. Maybe in ‘64 a little affirmative action things, you have to do some things to start it off and get things going. But you don’t do it for fifty years and that kind of thing. What you have to do is get your side to up its game you know as you are trying to get that side to understand where you are coming form. You can’t just leave it all to the other side and that’s what I think a lot of us have done
(22 minute)

We are putting all of the blame on somebody else and somebody else doesn’t care whether you are do it or not because if you are not getting any help it doesn’t matter. You just have to take your life and take responsibility for it. And I know black people don’t like that word responsibility because they say white people tell us that we got to be responsible. But hell when white people tell me something I evaluate it. If it’s something I can use I’m not against it just because you told me. And I think too many of us fall in that category we depend on who tell us if the right person doesn’t tell us we not gonna listen. And that’s been my dilemma, things that I learned over the forty forty-five years
(23 minute)

It’s hard to share because nobody wants to listen to them. So I feel like I’ve live some of my life in vain. I can’t share some of the wisdom (long pause) I tried to write you know, the three books to speak to say some things but they didn’t go anywhere. And so I don’t know, don’t know. Tried to paint built this studio to bring people in, to have conversations maybe meeting where we can sit back and talk. They don’t come can’t get blacks to come. And so where do you go, what do you do, what do you do? Nothing. 

(24 minute)

Raise a garden try to cut some grass and do what old men do that have been put out the pasture. But nobody use, no church calls on me to do, I use to teach Sunday school all over the place, I use. No church calls on me to do anything, no community club no organization calls on me to do anything to make a speech to talk. Nothing. It’s as if I live in New York. Phone calls. That’s why sometimes I don’t check my phone. Yeah, I might get back to you two days later because I’m not into, who’s calling me. You know a lot of these happen because
(25 minute)

There were things say about me that I don’t know about. And I know that out across town and people tend to believe those that they hear. This murder with Carol Greggs, you got a person in town called Allen Tanner who is spewing all kinds of things about me, calling me a liar about what I wrote about Carol. Once accused me of killing her. He’s a friend of the investigator who investigated a case, Benny Broom. And Benny Broom is pissed off with the District Attorney Richard Allen because Richard Allen wouldn’t move forward with the case because he told them they didn’t have evidence. And so ever since then Benny Broom and Bill Anderson who was the sheriff at the time
(26 minute)

And who also second in command to Foots Atkins at the time of the riot. All of them are pushing this thing to scandalize my name out there. I am the only one since Carol Greggs got murder that has been pushing and pushing and going to the newspaper, writing article, writing editorials, all of that about finding the murderer of Carol Greggs. And not one law enforcement officer as approach me since Benny Broom in 1973 did it and won’t talk about it. Nobody in the town really wants to talk about this case. I wrote Helen Blocker in, on Facebook this morning she wrote me a note telling me about the tragedy behind the murders she read in the paper
(27 minute)

And I told her, you know, her candidate that she’s pushing, if she would just ask him to look into the murder. I’m not asking him to solve it if he doesn’t have (not sure what he said) but look into it make and effort and do that. Because my name and my reputation rides on that murder so many people in town who could believe because law enforcement hasn’t done anything. That Grady Abrams could of done that and got away with it. But Grady Abrams is no fool if I got away with it you can bet your life that Grady Abrams not going to be out there taunting the cops to solve the murder. I’m gonna be happy that I got away with it and keep my mouth close like who did it has done these 39 years. 
(28 minute)

Yeah. Yep
SS: (you are saying something but not in mic)
GA: Oh lord, you haven’t heard all of it but 
SS: I know,

GA: I’ll let that suffice
SS:  You know I haven’t 

