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----Track 1----
SS: So I’m just going to get a little from you. When did you guys move here again?
BC: Seven and a half years ago.
SS: Why did you do that?
BC: My father, uh, had got killed in an accident some years earlier. His wife had the right to live here. During her lifetime she wanted to move and I wanted to move uh up here because I think it’s a lovely situation. Okay. We’re still largely involved in Augusta rather up here. We got grandchildren in Augusta so we’re on the road a lot but I like it. It’s quite, it’s peaceful, the people are nice. 
[In between talk that I couldn’t understand.]
BC: Besides which way you want to go.
SS: Uh, I just need to loosen it. (After one minutes mark)
[Pause]
BC: Not sure which way to loosen it is. [Laughter]
[Pause. In between talk that I couldn’t understand]
----Track 2----
BC: They like uh, like . They love these painter being here because they play with them and talk to them.  Lillie. Lillie! Watch your coffee there, with her because she might try to get in your lap too. You think I ought to put them up? 
SS: Well, do you think they will settle?
BC: They  will eventually  settle down. Good boy, good boy. 
SS: Alright, the level sounds pretty good. Is uh, I’m going to adjust it a little bit up.
BC: It’s fine for me. It’s not going to bother me. Whatever, whatever works.  
SS:  [1:02] I’m just going to.. [Long Pause].I always find this weird with microphones.[Pause]  I think that’s great. Alright great. So the thing I uh, guess I want to start with is. Why don’t we start with, with what you were doing at the time of the riot? Tell me a little bit about your background um, how old you were? Where you lived? Stuff liked that and then we can talk about the riot and then I will ask you questions about before riots.  
BC: [2:08] Okay, well I will just start talking then. Okay. Let’s see this was May of 1970. So I was 32 and I was living on McDowell Street here Augusta State. Augusta College. No I [pause].I’m drawing blank on I think’s.  Yea, that would right. And uh, my office was downtown at 8th and Broad which is now the Sun Trust Bank Building. I was just engaged in the uh general practice law. Whatever came in, I would do. 
BC: [3:01] I did not special or really try to do much criminal work. I had done some which I think played in why I was picked to do this uh had tried several cases before the senior judge.   Any way I was living on McDowell and it was just a normal few days. Now over the weekend, we had heard the stories about the young black man dying in custody. Of course rumors where hot and heavy in the black community. I know the white community bout what was going to happen next.   I think everyone was general aware that there was going to be a demonstration or a meeting of some sort on Monday. 
SS: When you there were rumors in the black community, what were you some of the rumors you were hearing? 
BC: There was some speculation that there would be some difficulty arising out of that.
BC: [4:00] The rumors of people coming from Atlanta and  out of town to help instigate trouble. I’m not sure that, I don’t think that is correct In fact but I think that was a concern that people would come from out of town  to agitate and cause problems because there was problems throughout the United State and that was going on and what would happen next and some speculation of how this could’ve happened.  Of course in the black community the first thought was that the young man had been killed by a police officer. Turned out he was killed by another juvenile inmate but it should’ve happened anyways. He should’ve had better care and oversight. But anyway. 
SS: In the white community was that also a speculation? 
BC: I don’t think so. I think the story got out quickly that it was the other inmate that done that. I don’t think that, that didn’t catch hold in the white community but it did in the black community. 
BC: [5:01] Because frankly there were a lot of violence in jails against black in those days. It’s not uh; it didn’t take much of a stretch to believe it happened.  So there was a lot of concern about what would happen because a young man dead is serious. There was a smaller meeting on Sunday but nothing uh, came out of that as far as violence or anything like that but they were concern what would happen on Monday because there have been some agitation, there had been some issues in the past.  People were concerned so uh that day I did not go over to the court house. I don’t think many people did but I was aware that the meeting was going on. So I had a client in the office and whenever I finished up with that person I walked, rode the elevator down and walk down on Broad Street because you didn’t have emails, twitter and cell phones so uh you could walk on Broad Street run across somebody who knew something.  
BC: [6:06] So as I was came out the door, the last elements of the group were passing by because they had broken up the meeting at the Court House which is on Green Street and came from Green Street over  LS over to Broad and down.  Broad Street to 9th Street and turned left to go to what was then called Gwinnett Street now called Laney Walker Boulevard which was an open parking lot of some such things. 9th and Gwinnett was where they were going. And so I came out and I saw these people walking by , running so I’m running and I did see a young man overturn a gun machine. That, that sort of vandalism. Uh, I don’t think anyone was threatened or anything like that on Broad Street 
BC: [7:00]. It’s just turned over garbage cans, these gun dispenser, news stand that sort of things. Went in and out of stores turning over tables. That, that sort of thing.
SS: Could you hear people talk though? Where you hearing, where anyone shouting? 
BC: Yea there were some, there were some shouting going on like that. Yea.  And they moved quickly. Uh, it was only, would only be about four or five block from the court house to where they turned. And they turned, the group. It was several hundred people. All, as far as I can tell, all black, all male,l argely young.  I’m talking about teens in 20 that sort of things, I didn’t see, I didn’t see to many gray headed guys in the group. They turn and went to Gwinnett Street and when that happened the mood for during business on Broad Street pretty well had vanished. The secretary wanted to go, wanted to get home and no one in the mood to work after seeing that.  
BC: [8:06] So I think most people closed a little early, think a lot of the stores closed and people  uh, people went home. 
SS: How did you know that was different? You said there had been other stuff that had happen. That had, had got people worried in the past. So what was it about that, about that, you know seeing those guys come past and flip things over that said we were looking for trouble? 
BC: O that. I had never seen it happened before. Demonstration in the past had been. Well, couple years earlier there had been some demonstrations confine to the black area and uh, I think the police shot over the head of the crown and broken it up but uh, this the first time it been down town uh, like that.   
BC: [9:03] As many people, there were several hundred people involved and uh, death extenuate the seriousness of the situation.
SS: Yea, at that point there hadn’t, I mean there been, there been some scrapes in between blacks community and police but to my knowledge thus far, that’s the first time there had been adapt in the jail.
BC: Yea I think that’s correct. Yea, the [pause]. Uh, Paine students. O f course Augusta was lucky we have at that time three colleges—Medical College, Augusta College, and Paine. And the Paine students had done some sit-ins and demonstrations that sort of thing but it was all, it was uh, uh. It was peaceful. 
BC: [10:06] They protested but peacefully. Earlier there were uh, a produce stand that had two locations and it was some. It served largely, if not predominately the black community to buy vegetable that sort of thing and there was a clammier that the black community felt  if you were selling to us then at least you should have some employees that were black, which is not unreasonable. And there were some protest to demonstrate the fact they didn’t do that and that’s when the police got involved and broke it up and then oddly enough later that night, this was in two year earlier I think, several young white men thought it was a good idea to ride through the black community. 
BC:  [11:00] And there was some shots fired and one of them was killed.
SS: One of the white kids? 
BC: Umm hmm. Yea
SS: So, he. Explain that further. So they were just riding through the neighborhood? 
BC: Yes. Yea
SS: Were they, were they hollering stuff? Were they…
BC: I don’t know. I don’t think so. Umm, it was three of them. And let me see uh. That was in [long pause]. Uh, uh, if [pause]. I don’t see my notes on that just yet. I don’t think they were causing trouble but they were in the black community after the passion were a little high and uh, there was some shots fired and a young man was killed. I don’t, I never heard they were doing anything to agitated but I think there presence was enough to cause a problem. 
BC: [12:03] Not to say they weren’t. I don’t know. 
SS:  Uh, huh.
BC: Interesting enough, uh.
SS: When you say when the passions where high, where you thinking that was earlier in the ‘70s or two years before. I think you said two years before like ’68? 
BC: April of ’62.
SS: April of ’62? That’s a long ways.
BC: Lot much earlier. Yes. 
SS: Interesting. And when did uh. Segregation ended what year? Did you know? 
BC: Uh, that is a. When did segregation end that’s a good question?  
SS: Not, not locally. 
BC: Uh.
SS:  I can look it up. That’s okay.
BC: The University of Georgia I was there integrated technically, with a female and male student in the year of ’61, ’62. Uh the schools were integrated um, technically. 
BC: [13:00] Although frankly, I think that the disparity of numbers was, integrated there I think but it took a long time. Civil rights was uh, it was in the for front, it was an issue and there was always something in the newspaper, somewhere in the United States something was happening. It wasn’t just limited to the south of Georgia or Augusta. 
SS: Right. That’s definitely true. Uh. Okay, so the secretaries clear up. You step out of your office. You see people running past.  Uh, what are your thoughts about that when you were seeing everybody go past? How did you feel about that? Do you remember what you were thinking and feeling? 
BC: I was not. I didn’t feel threatened or bothered, it was just uh. I did realize that there was a chance of some trouble at that time. 
BC: [14:06] And so whenever I left, I did give some thought to how I would go home to avoid riding through a predominately black area because I was concerned there would be bottles thrown or something like that. So I did, I did leave probably in fifteen or twenty minutes, maybe thirty minutes and did continued onto Broad Street to Milledge Road or something like that. Cut across Rutledge and go across 15th. Yea because I did not think it would escalate to the point it did but I did think it would be some rock throwing that kind of thing. I didn’t think anyone would be shot and killed. I didn’t think the city would be on fire. No. But I thought it would just be a demonstration and no need the court trouble. Just to go home and sit there and not worried about it. 
SS: [15:06] Was your wife a nurse at that point too?
BC: I was not married. I was single at that time.
SS: Okay. Um, so you went home and what happened? What did you do?
BC: Probably watch the television because it was a national news story. And there, it was kind of odd to uh see Augusta in flames on the national news and of course you could hear the sirens and that sort of thing. Where I lived it was far enough away uh you didn’t hear that much or couldn’t see that much. It was pretty much limited downtown between let say, Greene and Wrightsboro Road and probably East Boundary. And uh, Probably Drewit Park.  That area. 
SS: And so the next morning, you got a phone call? Is that right? Is that what you going to go next? 
BC: [16:02] The next morning, I don’t think anyone heard downtown because you were reading the newspaper and looking at television because it was a national news story. And uh, we were aware that the National Guard had been activated and the state patrol was here and that sort of thing. I looked the paper and I didn’t want to be in hurry or anything to get down there. Everybody kind of delayed it a little bit and what remembered 
SS: Well, well. Hold on one second there. You, you were kind of shocked to see Augusta up in flames. Did you talk to anybody about that? Did you remember any of your other reactions or thoughts about that? 
BC: Well that was all, the only thing people were talking about. I went to my office and I remember standing on Broad Street  and uh, this is one of the things that I remembered very well: the smell.  
BC: [17:00] When you have hundreds of fire you’ve. You’re talking about wood, plastic, paints, all sorts of things burnt up and uh, you’re eyes stung a little bit. Eye shade where you cut yourself.  It was a little uncomfortable. The uh, yea the odor. And it’s all people talking about what’s going to happen next because the word was out that six mean, or some people have been killed and a lot of people were hurt. That was the only thing people were talking about. Is it going to be that bad or worse tonight.  That was uh, that was a concern a lot of people uh probably just, went back home and stayed home because when you have something that serious, how do you know how it’s going to be the next day or the next day.  That was all we were talking about.
SS: Where you angry? Where you frustrated? 
BC: [18:05] I was a little concern because when you have fire they can get out of control, people get hurt and yea I was concern like that. I wouldn’t say angry but I was concerned what was going to happen next and then that’s when I got the phone call. About 9:30. Judge Kennedy secretary called me. Anyone who is arrested is entitled to access to a lawyer.  And I don’t know exactly how I drew that straw but she called me and said that Judge Kenney had appointed me to the next the riot as a group and go to the police station to be available for the duration if anybody need a lawyer.  So I, when the judge call, you don’t hesitate. So I,  I think my office probably closed when I left. 
BC:  [19:04] Had another lawyer and a couple of secretaries. I went to the police station and stayed there the next several days. Needless to say that was the only topic of conversation, was what was going on and of course uh, I think they had plenty of force in town by this time with the National Guard, state patrol, and uh that sort of thing.
SS: Im sure Augusta looked completely different?
BC: Yes, yes. The streets were, not a lot of traffic.
SS: Besides the police cars you said? 
BC: And uh, to my knowledge there were not tanks in town. There were army personal care but the civilians had tract vehicles with machine guns. Probably top of the tank . Oddly enough, whenever the guard is called out they try to call out units not from the city where the problem is but outline areas we don’t ever hear, where people know anybody.  
BC: [20:05] Unfortunately all the guys from Augusta where members of these out of town units so they were back in Augusta. A lot of them in Thompson, where in the unit that was called down town and they had their rifles and were on duty. But I wasn’t angry. I was concern of what would happen next. This is not a good thing and it could get, it could get worse. In larger cities they had riots like this. If you recalled in Detroit they killed 67 people, of course Detroit is much larger than Augusta.  In Newton, New Jersey  was in the sixties and Watson, California was uh, thirty five people. So you’re talking about, that’s massive uh, massive violence and it could’ve  happen here.  
BC: [21:07] But when the shooting stopped. Now there were shooting the next night. No one was killed but people were, the police was still shorting and people were being hurt. Not all of the injured were black person engaged in the riot. It was uh, the first person to be hurt, there was uh, when I mention the group left the courthouse and went to 9th and Gwinnett. And they begin to stop vehicles and pull the driver out, all of them white, and stump them
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BC:  And beat them and uh, several of those people were seriously hurt. One guy never fully recovered. I knew his wife, knew of him. Uh, at the same time there were some black men in the area who went out and pulled out the white men who were being stumped and got them to the hospital which was only a few blocks away. Probably saved his life so it’s a lot of story than just the violence. I was talking to someone who was a witness to that, said two guys from a record store went out and pull a guy out of the crowd and got him to the hospital and he survived.
SS: Who else got ran into?
BC: It was Grady Abrams. No it wasn’t Grady. I don’t recall who it was but someone who was there and saw it. But I think it’s pretty well agreed that that happened. So not, it was not. (hahaha). There  was a lot of violence but it some actual compassion and restraint too. 
SS: [1:05] Did you at that point, umm, you’re from August right? 
BC: Yes.
SS: Did you have any black friends or colleagues at that time?
BC: I grew up in Hephizabeth and my father taught agriculture and I lived on a farm. Umm, that is not an easy, it’s not a yes or no answer because I grew up with uh, with black kids and black families. And we worked together and we played together but it was a completely separate world. The black kids went to their school, I went to mine. They went to their church and I went to mine. Uh, and there was, you were friendly but it was a separate situation. So did I have any black friends uh, [pause].
BC: [2:06] Probably, probably not. Probably not. Uh, I knew I was friendly with a lot of black but I would not go that far. Having said that, when I was on active duty I became very close to uh, my first company commander, who was a black west pointer, and we remained friends to this day. I would say he was a friend. I had gotten to be friendly with Jack Ruffin, who was a layer, but our friendship grew deeper in the years after that so uh, [pause]. I would not say I had black friends the way I do today because it was, just the way it was. You were friendly with a black person uh, you said friend that’s some a little deeper than that. It was friendship but at uh, uh distance.
SS: [3:11] Right. Yea. That makes a lot of sense. Uh, do you remember what your frame of attitude was or what the attitude was towards blacks in Hephizabeth again? 
BC: Hephizabeth is uh, is uh nice little farming community. There were black parts of town and white parts of town. They had separate schools. We had and separate churches, as did the whites. Uh, my family uh did not hate black people. They did not dislike black people but they did wish to have a separation. Ummm, that, looking back, you know fifty or sixty years, that seem hard to articulate but uh. 
BC: [4:11] I don’t recall any violence in Hephizabeth. I don’t recall a cross being burnt or anything like that. The largest temploring in town was a chalk mine and the blacks and white men work together there and I can recall seeing them at the several stores after work. Everyone was cordial and polite but it was separate. Having said that one of my good friends, I was in his home one time, and he said you want to see something and he went into a closet and behind a partition showed me his father Ku Klux Klan robes, so I’m not going to tell you that Hephizebeth was completely immuned to it.  
BC: [5:04] I’m just going to say that I don’t recall it being any problems. If you went a little further to Waynesboro and Burke County it was a little different, it was a little different down there because there was a rougher form of segregation. 
SS: Yea
BC: Yea
SS: How, could you be more specific than that?
BC: Well in Burke County, if a white man and black man was walking down the street. The black man would step off the sidewalk into the mud rather than ruining the risk of running into him.
SS: Yea.
BC: [6:03] It’s uh, when I say in the south uh, and all over. We had segregation by law, for years and years and years. And then gradually over a period of time, the courts uh knocked it down. Brown versus the Board of Education was the school case.  What was that fifty-four I believe? 
SS: It was. Umm hmm. 
BC: And the courts literally, uh, on uh, uh weekly or monthly basis, issued a new ruling that cut away at the separateness of the society. It was, it was the law for a long time and then the law umm was uh, struck down and as it should’ve been. But it still remained the practice to be separate 
BC: [7:00] It has gotten a lot better today, although the most segregated day of the week is Sunday. I think if you go to 95 out of 100 churches and it would be exclusively one or the other. 
SS: Yea. And that’s really. That’s, that’s interesting. I know that there is recently that southern Baptist convention that announced a black President. 
BC: Correct.
SS:  And that seemed to be a really big deal. I mean, I’m Baptist so I would definitely know the ends and out’s about it. 

BC: I do think that there is a , a umm, a little difference in the way people are worship, we are participants. We are little on the form of reserve side and I’m not very much on emoting a lot of feelings at a church service and that’s. Some people do, I’m not that way.
BC: [8:04] But it’s voluntary and when you go to church you certainly want to go and focus on the reason you are there and if you uh, you know. You got some strong churches in Augusta. You don’t get any stronger than Tabernacle Baptist Church for example. It’s strong and they got loyal members and a big budget and it’s a successful, thriving church. Uh, and I doubt, I don’t know this, but I doubt they have a white member, I don’t know that. I’ve never, I’ve been there for a couple funerals and that sort of thing, but on Sunday, I doubt if you have too many, if any, white members which is fine. 
SS: Well I think it just. When you, I, it seems like when you go to workship, what you want in a place is that you are comfortable.
BC: Exactly. 
SS: And your views are the most reflected. And so, you know, if you grow up in a segregated world, why would you want to be forced to be reminded of that by seeing a bunch of people who don’t look like you.   
BC: [9:10] At the same time, I suspected that. You are from Detroit?
SS: Umm hmm.
BC: I suspected strongly that if you went to Detroit. You said University, what’s that?
SS: Michigan.
BC: Michigan. Where that’s uh?
SS: In Auburn.
BC: In Auburn.   I suspected on Sunday in Auburn, has the same situation. 
SS: Exactly.
BC: Okay.
SS:  Oh yea.  Yea you do. I was raised Catholic and there was a small Pilipino community in my church. But that’s all white. 
BC: Yea.
SS: And when I went to high school like, I recall there were less than ten black students in my class. So.
BC: I do believe, and this is just, just my opinion.  Not all Caucasian are opened to integration. I don’t know what the percentage would be. 
BC: [10:07] Maybe twelve, fifteen percent. Some, it’s a number of some size but not dominate the way it was at one point time who would not like it under any circumstances. But I think by in large, I think there is, the society is opened to more integration. I belong to uh Aquinas club, it’s integrated. I don’t, it’s not, it’s not the problem, it used to be you couldn’t do it at all. But it’s gradually becoming more and more and I think that the white community is largely receptive to it. Umm, and I think that uh, [pause] to some degree, the black community still prefer to remain with itself because maybe they are more comfortable, I don’t know. 
BC: [11:10] I’m not sure I would want to be the only black or white person in a community of a hundred, I was the only one there. I wouldn’t do it either. 
SS: Why wouldn’t you do that? Like, what does that underlined?
BC: I think you would want to be with people who you have more in common with and feel more comfortable with. Actually, when I was growing up, the family that living close to me was all black living on a farm. You know, we had a black family within a hundred yards and uh, within a half mile there was four, five more. White family was probably three-fourth mile away. 
BC: [12:00] One of the best things happened me, was uh, was my parents, I would say my father, because my mother was a very sweet person, and did not. Her deal was you are not rude or mean to anybody, that was kind of where she came from. My father had the same attitude but he wanted it to be separate. So I wasn’t taught hate anything like that but I was taught separate and I never challenged it. Umm, when I went in the, when I was in Georgia, (said something in couldn’t understand) I was in law school by that time you had two black students. So it was integrated technically, I was not in class or anything like that but what happened to me was going in the military which is uh, right successfully integrated because uh, uh the black officers and enlisted men did their job. 
BC: [13:00] And I thought, I thought the military did a pretty good job in integration. And I said my first company commander and oddly enough the executive officer t0o, was black first lieutenant from West Virginia. And John Brown was the captain, of west pointer, and he had a very positive influence for me. He was a guy, John did everything you were supposed to in the army. Had a battalion of Vietnam and went to, got a master of I think isaracues you know. And uh, retired with three stars. How successful is that?  Interesting enough, he married a woman from Columbia County so that’s how I seen him over the years. She came from a large prominent family in Columbia County so I’ve seen him half a dozen time over the past few years.  How odd is that?
SS: Was he here at that time?
BC: No, he was in Korea.
SS: No, but was he here during, at, during the ‘70s?
BC: No, he was uh, he probably was in Vietnam during that time. 
SS: Okay, okay.
BC: [14:02] No.
SS: So, let’s go back to the riot. So the judge calls you and uh, or the judge secretary calls you and says you have been selected you lucky winner you. And you go down, and then what?
BC: My office was 8th and Broad, and the police station was 9th and Ronalds so I probably left my car in the parking garage, just walked around there and I knew the chief and I went in to, brought in a request with his name. I went in to introduce myself. I knew him and he knew me. And I said, I am here because Judge Kennedy said I need to be here and uh, I will be around. In those days, when you practice law as I did, with a general practitioner, you knew most of the policemen. 
BC: [15:02] You probably, the police force was probably 125 or 30 something like that. Half of them had administrator jobs but the uh, the cops that was on patrol cars was on first name basis because you dealt with accidents, this that and the other.  So I walked around and spoke to a few people and uh, as I recalled the chief just let me sit in his office and if somebody wanted to see me, I would get up and talk to them and just walk around. The main concern was what was going to happened that night, that’s what everybody was focused on. The jail was probably full, okay. I gathered what they had done was what you supposed to do and that was they were arresting the most aggressive of the rioters who appeared to be in a leadership role.
BC: [16:00] Uh, I had some limiting experience with uh, riot control. When I was in Korea that was concern there because, uh, it was just a concern and the National Guard had a little training here. So when you have a situation you try to pick out the leaders and get rid of them. And I think that’s what they were doing. Pick out the most aggressive guys, all guys, and bringing them, and getting them off the streets. I think the jail was full. I think. We wasn’t releasing anybody at that time.
SS: And that was kind of what the police was talking about was that we going to just keep these guys until everything  cool?
BC: Yes. Yes. And they were, the weapons went in as evidence. And uh.
SS: Was there a lot of weapons?
BC: Uh, with the police. Yes. You have what they call a riot gun, which is a shot gun. Umm
BC: [17:00][pause].  There were stories that on Monday night, that there was some shooting at the, fire trucks where trying to put out fire in the police cars and that sort of thing. I am not aware of policeman or fireman or anyone like that being shot. But there were reports that there were snipers, trying to keep the fireman from putting out fires.
SS: So you went out to talk to anybody who wanted to talk to you.
BC: Yes.
SS: I remember from our last conversation about this. You were assigned to a bunch of people but nobody was talking. Is that right?
BC: Well, I was there for anybody who wanted to talk to an lawyer.  And umm, they wanted to know if there, if that person was in jail, when they was going to get out and what they were charged with, and that sort of thing.
SS: [18:01] So somebody would come from the outside..
BC: Yes. Yes. 
SS: And say if my son. Okay.
BC: Yea and I was trying to help them because frankly the police was overwhelmed because there were people everywhere. Now, the next night, Tuesday night, there was more shooting and more burning and that sort of thing but less. And I don’t believe anybody was killed that night. And Wednesday, it got less and by Thursday, it pretty well had slowed down. Frankly when you come in and kill six people, that takes a steam out of a lot and at that point that’s when you started considering releasing people. And I helped process a lot of them out and other lawyers came in too. Several other younger lawyers came in and volunteered to help which was good because the procedures had to be, had to be followed. 
SS: [19:03] Right. Umm. Did, um when you were processing people and sitting down with people that had been arrested. Where they talking, were they, did they want to go to trial? What was that like? 
BC: Well that is one of the interesting things that I am still unsure about and that is I had talked to dozens and dozens of family members and person who had been arrested. And I was struck by the fact that there was never any embarrassment or since of shame about being arrested. I think if I had of been arrested, I would have been embarrassed but there was none of that. Uh, but there was, also there was no belligerent anything like that. They just wanted to get out and go home. So, uh.
BC: [20:00] [pause]. On the one hand, whenever you have the number of fires that were set and the number of stores that was broken into. There were so many involved but at the same time umm, [pause] they were not belligerent or aggressive. They just wanted to get out. Not sure how to express that. You know, I think at the heat of the moment a lot of people did things they normally would not have done, everybody was uh. Well, to change the subject a little bit, my name was on a lot of those cases and actually we tried several of them a year or so later. One of them I tried had three defendants, one woman and two men.
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BC: And they were from South Carolina. And they came to, seriously they told me they came to Augusta to get a TV because that’s what they were doing and they were stopped as I recalled it was a prominent curfew in Augusta and they would start leaving at with several TVs in the car and recent possession was stolen, unexplained possession of recent stole item is a criminal offense.  And they, I don’t think they were criminals but they knew a lot of things were going on, the thought why don’t I come and get some of their stuff. One of the guys I talked to, Black person a friend of mine, uh, was a school teacher and he lived in the affected area. He sent his wife and children to South Carolina to stay with some relatives. And He sat on the front porch of his home with a shot gun by the way, and the rioters’ stream by and they were passing out uh groceries. 
BC: [1:05] They were throwing out whole, raw chicken or ham. Just passing food out because some of them had gone into the store and stolen it. They said a little later they came back, some of them , and they had liquor; they got into a liquor store  This sort of thing was just passed around and uh if you were there you might’ve taken uh a turkey also.
SS: So it sound like, I mean there is like. 
BC: I wouldn’t say festive air but some of that. Well, not meaning [pause]. I was also told that you may not know this, when the canal was dug. One level was dug by Irish and the other level dug by Chinese. And a larger number of Chinese stayed in Augusta. At one point they had the highest concentration of Chinese outside of Grand Avenue and San Francisco 
BC:  [2:03] But the, Chinese did business and lived in the black areas and ran stores and laundry and that sort of thing. And I’m told that some of those stores where targeted because of their past treatment of their black customers and also because it was felt that if the records where destroyed they would not have to pay the bills. 
SS: I’ve heard that several times. Yea
BC: Interestingly enough I mention earlier about young white man that was killed in ’62. One of the stores targeted was a guy they felt had identified the shooter in that case. I’ve even this, a talk on this about six or seven times and every time I give the talk, several people come up to talk to me afterwards.
BC: [3:00] And at one of those a Chinese man came up and said he was the owner of the store and he did not identify the person but it was burned down anyways.  So. 
SS: (did not understand statement).
BC: That is true.
SS: So u, did you notice anything happen? So um, two days after the riot, that is when people started getting released? 
BC: Probably three or four.
SS: Okay. And you was helping to process them? 
BC: Yea because you had to have bond and sometimes release them on their own. And you have to help process the paperwork.
SS: And you don’t remember having any conversation with any of them? 
BC: O yea but it was, how did I get out. What do I have to do to get out. There was not discussion about what they did or what the charge with or anything like that. They were charged with some sort of disorder. 
BC: [4:00] I will say this, that umm one of the, some of the stories that was going on in the white community, was outside people agitators that sort of thing. There were some people in Augusta who had been in other such events but I don’t think, as far as I could tell, anyone really came in for that purpose. But when you be involved in a demonstration like this, there are certain things that you need to know and they were passing the word how to handle things. For example, when they were arrested, you gave them the wrong name. You say, I am uh, Johnny Green and you are Frank Williams. And so, the police report was all screwed up, you had uh, there was no, there was no person in jail with that name because they had given the wrong name. There was no photograph taken. It was a mess.
BC: [5:01] Uh, so you were trying. I’m here. Here is my name, here’s my driver license and I want to get out. But there was not necessary any charges you could relate specifically to that person because they had given a fiction name when they were arrested. I had one situation the last day. An older couple came in looking for their son and he was mentally limited and uh, they would go up and called the names of people and he was still there because he had given the wrong name. And I went up and found him and got him out. But he was told to give the wrong name and he did so when we processed him out, his name was never called.
SS: Right because he had forgotten what name he had told them to use?
BC: Uh, yea. But there was uh, and here is a guy that I don’t think was a bad guy. 
BC: [6:03] I don’t think he set out to do anything criminal, just the heat of the moment. 
SS: So what was your impression of the things going on in the city at that point? I mean you kind of had a nice observer’s role
BC: Yes, yes I did. I felt detached. 
SS: Yea. I get that sense. So when you were looking at the big picture, hearing everybody talk about these specifics in their own personal perspectives. What was starting to formulate in your own mind? Do you remember?
BC: [Pause] Not really uh. I just was. I was interested in how things were going out there because when I had been in the National Guard, I had been in a riot opportune. Riot control opportune and I uh, I knew all those guys and I was curious because I knew guys who were out there.
BC: [7:01] And uh, when you have that many people with that many weapons out there, it’s never a good, never a good situation. I talked later on to some friends of mine who were patrolling in the riot area, it was uh, it was uh tedious. You never can tell what’s going to happen.
SS: Right.
BC: But no I didn’t. I was just interesting in answering questions and being available. 
SS: Do you, are any of the people who were in those opportune are still around today? 
BC: O yea there are a lot of guys who are around that was called up. Yes 
SS: Do you have any names that I may be able to reach out to? 
BC: Uh, I give you one that would be easy to find. Roy Chalker. He was a publisher of the newspaper in Waynesboro. He was called up. 
SS: Okay. C-H
BC: C-H-A-L-K-E-R. 
BC: [8:00] He lives in Augusta but his. 
SS: Is it True Citizen.
BC: True Citizen. Yea. Roy was a National Guard and he was called up. And told me several interesting stories and use my name and tell him, he would talk to you. He’s a good guy. There are a lot of other people who were called up, but he just come to mind and would be easy to talk to. 
SS: Did you umm, did you get the. Did you start wondering, or had you at all, really been wondering why this, why this had gotten so bad? Doesn’t sound like you did. Sounds like you were surprised but not really surprised. 
BC: [Pause] Things were evolving umm, if you, this was 1970, if you had gone back to say 1953 before Brown versus Topeka uh. 
BC: [9:00] There was segregation. And then, uh, the evolution was occurring gradually. I think by in large the white community wanted to make it as slow as possible and the black community wanted uh, progress, more progress than they were getting. Which would not be surprising and uh, I was surprised in this point that we had violence. If it had moved quicker, there would’ve been resistance but you probably wouldn’t have had the violence but I’m not sure. I think there were, there were some people throughout the United States, the Black Panther Party people, who were so, who were after violence and thought that was the way to get it done umm and I just, I just it wouldn’t come to, I didn’t think we would have violence in Augusta. I didn’t because I knew, I wouldn’t say hundreds and hundreds, I knew dozens and dozens of black people and I just did not expect violence in Augusta. But there was. 
SS: [10:11] And then afterwards, I mean, it sounds like it went from being the thing that everybody talked about into being something nobody talked about.
BC: That’s another interesting thing to me and I, uh, even today, in 19, 2012, I can’t explain to you. When, I had not thought about that. For years and years and year, I did not talk to my wife or children about it and then four or five years ago, the wife of a friend of mine, another lawyer. They were trying to arrange a program for Richmond County Startle Society and knew that I knew something about, would I, would I speak to them and I said sure. And then I began to think about and began to talk to people that who of age. Who perhaps know something, and it was stunning, nearly everyone who I talked to had a story. 
BC: [11:07] People I went to church with, people that I had took a trip with, and we had never talked about it. And I quite understand, even to this day, because here you are talking about something that was a national news story. The city block was, city block on fire. People killed. Millions dollars of damage. Uh, I talked uh, a very good friend of mine who is uh a doctor, two doctors actually. And both of them was residents at the time at MCG. One was a surgery resident, and so he spent several days uh in the OR treating gun shots and things of like that. And what happen, is Universal Hospital and MCG which are uh joined each other, got together and split the causality as the came in and so this guy operate for several days in a row on people and we never talked about it.
SS: [12:11] What’s his name?
BC: Joe Biden. He’s a doct, he’s actually an Apostil Preach now. And Charlie Linder who’s a good friend of mine, who was uh, later on a chief of staff at MCG, he was a pediatrician and ran a clinic in the area and we, we played golf together a hundred times and we never talked about it. I don’t know why. Uh, several friends of mine, and it’s interesting, it’s too of them, are the nicest, mildest manner people you know. They got shot guns and went to their place of business and stayed all night for several nights and guard their store and never said a word about it. So, I don’t quit know why we don’t talk, we didn’t,  it’s forty years, we don’t talk about it anymore. I don’t know. I just never talked about it.
SS: [13:00] Did it seem like it didn’t matter?
BC: I don’t know. I don’t know.
SS: Did it seem like it didn’t matter to you? Did it seem like it didn’t have any impact on you?
BC: [Pause] It probably didn’t have any impact. Well, it a very unique situation.  I was probably the only lawyer maybe in the state of Georgia who was in that situation. So it was kind of unique and interesting to talk about and think because I saw a lot and learned a lot. [Pause]. I would say it did not change anything like that. 
SS: Yea, like your life, you probably just kept on going.
BC: Yea. Well, you know when your the definition of a professional is to handle your task. Okay. So.
SS: And did you stay in the downtown building or did you end up moving?
BC: [14:02] No, I was down town for jeez, another, another thirty years. Downtown, now it’s a little different. Columbia County is such the center of activities, different, but in those days, probably ninety percent of the lawyers worked downtown and at one point the doctors were too. Now there scatter. That’s something that is uh, is interesting because uh. People when you talk to them, you can tell the, the memory comes back and some of them would get a little agitated and talk a little louder and what all they did. Particular guys who were caught up in the guard uh. It was uh, you know that’s an interesting situation. I don’t know why it wasn’t talked about more. 
SS: [15:02] Do you, I mean does embarrassment play into it?
BC:  Probably. A little bit. It’s not a great thing to sit, you know call up a friend in Detroit and say, Oh great news. Augusta, we had a big riot here. Six people killed. Millions of dollars damaged. Isn’t that wonderful. You know,  it’s a little embarrassing. Yes.  Probably, detached is the only word I could use. It was uh, I was not a part of it and uh [pause]. Just don’t talk about it.
SS: Do you remember any changes in between? Like, do you remember any policies stuff coming or any changes between black and whites relationship wise. Anything that happened after that?
BC: Yea. Uh, when, when the kid was murdered in jail. 
BC: [16:01] He was there. He was sixteen years old but he was mentally limited and I’m told his IQ or his intellectual level was of a seven year, three month old kid. I talked to a man that had taught him and he was retarded and he was in jail because YDC was full. Now he was not in population of adults but he was in a population of other juvenile inmates who were uh, who were pretty hard core. So they made some changes to avoid having juveniles in the jail. Uh they created a uh commission to look into civil rights and try to promote uh peaceful integration and handling these situation. I believe Charles Walker was a first commissioner or full time employee of that organization. 
BC: [17:06] And uh, a guy who was,  Frank Thomas, who was a news man in Chanel Six had that job for years, they tried to have hearings and promote peaceful resolution of these issue. And of course now if you walked into any government office in Augusta or frankly any [pause] business office, I don’t think you gonna see, unless it’s two or three  people, if you got four or five, they gonna be integrated. And no problems. So yea, there are a lot of changes but it took a lot of time for that to happen but that hastened it. It did. More policemen hired fireman, and of course every fireman that was hired in had his own issues being accepted, not saying it was easy. Yea. Yea a lot of changes begin to occur at a faster rate. 
SS: [18:10] Okay. I also was kind of wondering if it maybe, in a way, further divided the white and black community. Because in, in that, the area that was most damaged, the population was largely black and Chinese. So like they, damaged their own communities. And they were angry about the treatment that they were endured.
BC: Yea. Well that, that pattern persist today whenever you have uh, umm demonstrations today. I suspected in Anna hide. There are demonstrations as we speak and uh, that’s not in, maybe in the downtown area but. 
BC: [19:08] I’m not aware of violence in predominately white communities I think it’s  pretty well always limited to, that is strange because these stores they burn up, are the stores were certain images which was confusing. But uh, I don’t know also to be perfectly candid, I think, without knowing anything that the police response. For example, if this, if this uh, group of demonstrators had turned up Walton Way rather than going back to the black area, I would not been shocked if the police response had been firmer. 
BC: [20:02] And also frankly in the white community, I, I think there were a lot of white citizens. In those days, it would’ve been, it could’ve been worse.
SS: After the riots there was umm a uh trial of the police officers. 
BC: Yes.
SS: Who had killed those six men and they were fully acquitted. 
BC: Yes. 
SS: Was there any talk around that? Do you remember your own reaction to that? Or what was happening at the time?
BC: Oddly enough, the guy who, one of the guy who was tried. I knew him. And if you had of asked me to name ten city policemen who would be quick to shoot and ten who be uh reserved. I would’ve put him in the reserve group and he was charged with shooting two men. 
BC: [21:04] Uh, there was a lot of, pretty wide spread resentment of the federal government getting involved in cases like that. Uh, and I think there was complete sympathy and support of the police in the white community. And I would expect it to be the other way in the black community. Uh and they were, I don’t think they were tried but just two. I think the rest of them where uh, I never able to find the record on that because I haven’t been asked to do this speech lately. I hadn’t worry about it but uh, there would be pretty close to unanimously support of the police in, in the city by that time. Umm, now. [Pause] If, the second night I was in the chief office and he had the radio on. You could hear the calls coming in from all over the city. 
BC: [22:03] And he had map and he was trying to keep up with where, what was happening. Trying to contain, frankly contain it in the black areas. You had arson. Fire started here, store broken into here. Those kind of reports where coming in. And I asked the police chief, what the instructions where to the officers. When I was in Korea, I was uh, we had guard all the time and I was a second lieutenant and I had plenty of that and you had these elaborate instructions about what the guards where to do, when they could fire. This that and the other and you went over them, in some detail. And I was curious, uh, the shoot someone who is breaking into a store or coming out. What are the instructions? 
BC: [23:02] He said, use their best judgment. Which, which was not much. And I don’t know, you can’t allow fires to be randomly set, particular houses. You never could tell. Some of the stores had living quarters upstairs. You know. It’s not like you burn a store, it’s okay. So. There was no clarity of when you shot someone. All six of them, my understanding, was shot in the back. Which is, which is uh hard to talk about that too much. Uh, to my knowledge the only shot fire was by Augusta policeman. I don’t think a National Guard man or state patrol man or a Richmond county deputy fired a shot. Uh, but you can’t. I don’t think the order should’ve been.
BC: [24:00] If a guys coming out store with uh, with uh, a five pound back of chicken or lunch meat. You ought not shoot anybody over that. Starting a fire to a store is a little more different, too me. 
SS: So uh, what makes umm, I mean you were, you were lawyer, but what made you want to keep doing these talks?
BC: Most any lawyers would jump at chance to appear before a civic club or church to make a talk.
SS: It’s just in your nature? 
BC: Uh, yes. Yes. I would tell you this. Kind of funny. One of my sons live in Knoxville and he was the president elect of the Rotary Club and I visited him a couple of years ago. And he had wanted, he to go to a meeting. So I went with him and the president of the club came in and saw me and thought I was the speaker. 
BC: [25:02] Uh, because I was talking to my son and he said no this is my father. And later in part, I was giving  talks about this. There speaker did not show up. So I gave this talk on the May riot to one of the Rotary Club in Knoxville, Tennessee. [Hahahaha] Which I thought was quite funny. 
SS: Yea. Yea. Alright I think, from my hierarchy of people I had to put together a list of questions. So let me see if there are any that I didn’t ask you. Do you have any photos from that time?
BC: I don’t. No.
SS: Umm, [pause].
BC: I would tell you this. The Augusta Museum History got some film. 
SS: Okay.
BC: Nancy Gladzer. She’ll, she’ll show you.
SS: Okay. 
BC: it was on the national news.
SS: Do you remember any sermons at your church about it?
BC: [26: 03] I don’t recall one way or the other. I’m sure the following Sunday, there were prayers for the injured and the decease. I’m sure. That’s kind of automatic. Now, in the South at that time, it may be in Michigan too. There were a lot of sermons about the right things to do. Some churches supported segregation and some wanted more integration quicker. And it was a lot of people that changed churches over that.
SS: Yea. I’m sure. 
BC: You too young to seen all that but uh. My father expressed it like this, he said. In the south we like blacks as individuals but not as a race. 
BC: [27:03] Whereas in the north they liked blacks as a race but not as individual which I, I, I have very fond memories of black person growing up. As a matter of fact when I was a kid, if you were playing with some other kids and a mother came along and you were doing something wrong, black or white, they would straighten you out. No big deal. You know. Uh [pause]. Now, when my mother died my father was devastated. There was a black man who had worked for us all his life who was in the hospital and I don’t, I don’t know if he was having strokes. My father would talk to him; he wouldn’t talk to me, about my mother. But he would go to the hospital and talk to Joe about my mother.
BC: [28:00] And I don’t think Joe could respond or anything but they a, had that kind of relationship. They could talk. So you feel very close in those days, an affectionate term was uncle and aunt seriously. And now, of that’s uh, that’s a slur. Sixty years ago, seventy years ago in the south you had uh, uh a black family nearby and you called them Aunt Jesse, that was an affectionate and compliment. Not that they was going to come and have dinner with you. That was just a sign of respect. But you can’t do that, can’t do that anymore.
SS: Yea. I know. Particularly not some. 
BC: Yes.
SS: Well I think.
-----Track 5------
[bookmark: _GoBack]BC: [Pause] Let me say two things. One is, I think there were some person in the black community who had their mind set on some conformation and some violence but I think there was a very small, minority but there were some. I don’t think “outside agitators”. There were some people who been involved in demonstration before, I do believe that, and they were looking for the opportunity. I’m told that uh, several months earlier. Uh, a black defendant had shot a white Augusta policeman and killed him. Uh, when he was attempting to arrest him and I think that some of the black community thought here was a good time to get together and have this incident. 
BC: [1:05] But then, wise to his prevail because I’m sure the police department was pretty nervous by that time and well on because when a policeman is killed, everybody is a little on edge. But I do think that there were some people who were looking for this opportunity. I believe that. And then there were some more people who said well, this was not what we wanted but lets extract as much as we can from this uh, situation. I believe Ron McManuel said never let a crises go to waste. I think there were some of that, which at the same time, there were people in the white community who probably realized things were not moving quickly. Let’s learn from this and let’s use it to try to make some progress and have some healing. And also, I do think that most of the people, who were involved in the riot, were arrested. 
BC: [2:10] Where not criminals or set out to be villains. Where caught up in the moment and seem like the thing to do, okay. And, I don’t think they should be stain forever with that. At the same time, I want to tell you. There were a lot of acts of courage and kindness in the black community. Uh, one of my best friends, another guy, we didn’t talk about him. Was a high school coach and he was at a track meet, uh on that Monday, and a couple black coaches told him when he left, not to go through a black part of town because of the problems. I talked to several guys who worked in South Augusta in the industries and they were told by other black employees. 
BC: [3:05] When you go home, be aware of this. So it was in, this is, before the rioting started. It was some knowledge in the black community about what was going to happen and what could happen. And they advised some of their white friend to be careful. 
SS: Yea, which just get back to that idea. You know, specific goes both ways. 
BC: Yea, right. 
SS: Black community members like specific white people but whites in general.
BC: I think, I think you’re right, and uh, uh, [pause] just looking back. It’s hard to, it’s hard to realize uh, where we were, fifty years ago. 
BC: [4:05] Where we were a hundred and fifty years ago we had slavery. It’s hard to, hard to comprehend all that. And uh, I think uh. I wish there weren’t any issues but there remain some and it’s uh, blame to go around. I think it’s getting better and can get better There was a time when uh voting for a black person had not come up. And now, I think a lot of people, if you looked at two candidates, one of black and one of them white. You might, lot of white might give a slight edge to the white candidate just to uh, just to be fair be honest with you.
SS: [5:03] Umm, that reminds me of a conversation I  had while I was up in Michigan. Um, uh, uh, a relative of my husband was around and she done some, she was volunteering for the Obama campaign back in ’08, yea it was ’08. But she’s on numerous occasions said little things like, you wouldn’t want your job to have black friends would you? Because that case you might end up with some. Stuff like that, that sort of, that speak to the, the truth on the northern white perspective. And general black are great and so her comments to me, you know she asked me what I was working on. 
SS: [6:01] I told her I was working on this project. And she said, well, the south is just always going to be racist. I just been reading this book by Jonathan Latham, about the reconstruction period and how right after the civil war ended, if you were black, you were pre well, you were endanger if you were near any white people basically. There were lots and lots of stories of black just being beheaded 
BC: Yea. 
SS: Or shot for not reason other than the war had ended and people didn’t like the results. But I guess I’m giving you all that contents because I wanted to know your reaction to that. Is the south always going to be a place that’s, you got seeds of racism in it?
BC: [7:00] [Pause] Well I would have to disagree with the south always be a place with seeds of racism. I think there is much racism in Michigan. And I would say this, when you talk to people who live in North Carolina, near the Indian reservation, there’s a lot a feeling about Indian. You go to New Mexico or Arizona there’s a lot of feelings about Mexicans. So, and if you got to some of the northern areas, there’s a lot, pole like jokes. Hunky, hunkies I believe the word is.
SS: Hunky. Uh huh.
BC:  Hunk, hunky. 
SS: Hunky?
BC: I think, well I could be wrong. 
SS: I’m Polish and I do know a lot of polish jokes about my community but I don’t remember the hunky word. 
BC: [8:01] And then you got Boston and you talk about the Shannon Irish, (couldn’t understand the names of the other Irish)
SS: Yea, I don’t think it’s a problem just here.
BC: No. It’s not. And uh,  I will tell you a funny story. Which has an advantage of being true.  Umm, my kids were going to, uh, Apostil Day school and then my son goes to Davidson which is a great school. And as you know, Davidson is integrated by race, sex, and geography. You have to apply to get in and uh, he was in. At the day school, there was probably a handful of blacks in the whole school. 
BC: [9:00] And he be in there talking about his friend down there. And I hear one name over and over and over. And one day I am told, that uh this little kid is coming home with Andrew, and I understand this little kid is black and I hate to say it, but my mid thoughts, this is great. Let Andrew talk to someone who’s in a different situation. Maybe uh, single parent, maybe they live on east boundary, all the stereotypes you come up with. I said this would be good for him, to be exposed to someone like that. And so, I made it a point of coming by the house to see the little kid, okay. And so, I get there and they in the hard playing, two little boys playing. And I started talking to Johnny, whatever his name was, and we chat a little bit and I said Johnny where do you live. 
BC: [10:00] And he told me, uh, and it was a sub division, off, of uh Walton Way Extension to the left. Nice area. And I said oh that’s nice and I said what does your father do? He’s an orthopedist surgery. I thought that was right. That’s a good story.
SS: Alright.
BC: Let me give you exhausted list of lynches.
